THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. FOR OFFICIAL USE. avausr 14,1919, |] 
\ 








7 


THE 


uv 8, Dr 


4h By 
ORB 


e) We . 
ie {t+ 
a So: i “iy si. Ln 
4 9 Sa ” a 
C9 eae Tie 
a | ( ; Ff Kn = 
J O U RNAL me 


AND 


COMMERCIAL GAZETTE 


(REGISTERED AS A NEWSPAPER! 








Vol. CLIT. (s¥8%,.) No. 1185. ] AUGUST 14th, 1919. [Price Sixpence. 

















SPECIAL CONTENTS. 





THE PROFITEERING BILL. 


AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL SITUATION: 
PRODUCTION AND MARKETS EXPANDING. 


SIBERIA: A FUTURE MARKET. 


RELAXATION OF CONTROL OVER AMERICAN 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


BRAZIL: COAL PRODUCTION AND IMPORTS. 





LONDON : 
PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE. 





To be purchased through any Bookseller or direct from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses : 
lupERiaL Hovuss, Kinasway, Lonpon, W.C.2, and 28, ABiInapon Strest, Lonpon, S8.W.1 ; 
37, Peter Staeet, Mancuester; 1, St. ANDREW’S CRESCENT, CaRBDI¥ge ; 
23, Forts STREET, EDINBURGH ; 
or from E. PONSONBY, Lrp., 116, Gaarron Steexzt, Dustin. 














to 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


AveustT 14, 1919, 


TS 





The Department of Overseas Trade 


(Development and 


Intelligence), 


4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1., and 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


* Advantage, Stock, London.” 


TELEGRAMS Copz: A.B.C., 5th Edition. 


Victoria, 9040. ‘ 
London Wall, 4713 and 47f7. 


TELEPHONES 
(Private Braneh Exehange.) 





DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
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matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
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A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
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they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
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FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can tke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commerzial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European reterences, goods particulariy required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa 
tion to any outside firms. Alt firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 


Br 
Me 
('z¢ 


IMP 
BR 


ASI 
Ji 


LAT 
Bi 


Cc 
SHIP 
O¢ 
Bi 


De 
Ja 





19. 


or- 
‘jan 
ted 
ND 
tish 


rues 
and 
any 
dex 
on 
of 


ing- 


ver- 


and 


s of 
d be 
‘ibed 


from 
on is 


t of 
‘itish 
yeing 


tion. 


their 


those 
iding 


the 
yrma- 
e the 


firme 
mber 
(39, 
odies 





AucustT 14, 191%. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 195 





ee _ 


Che 


Board of Cradvse Fournal 








[Crown Copyright B Reserved. 


Extracts may be published if the 
source be duly acknowledged. 

















AND COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 





"Vou. cu. (55) No. 1185. J. 








_——— 








(Price SIXPENCE. 





——_——— 


CONTENTS. 





, 


THE BOARD OF TRADE ae - o- 
The Profiteering Bill: The President’s Statement. 
The Non-Ferrous Mining Industry : 
mittee. 
Coal: Weekly Output. 
British Coal for Belg'um. 


The Mercantile Marine : Demerara’s A}preciation of Its 
War Services. , ; 


PAGE 


194-7 


Departmental Com- 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE ea 197 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg. 
Method of Addressing Enquiries. 
Openings for Oil-Burning Plant in Cuba. 
Indian Excess Profit Duty Regulations. 


Belgian Export Licences. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES .. o< en ». 198-201 


American Tron and Stcel¥ Situation: Ficduction and 
pee Markets Expanding. 


Siberia: A Future Market. 


NOTES ON TRADE .. oe ee _ 


Projected Revision of Spanish Tariff. 


202-3 


Negotiation of French Commercial Treaties. 
Standard Sizes for American Hardware. 
American f.o.b. Shipments. 

British Chamber of Commerce for Greece. 
Marketing of British Goods in Spain. 
(zecho-Slovakia : Correspondenice. 

Diamond Discovery in the Gold Coast. 
Warning to Ex-Service Settlers. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE “ 204-8 
BRITISH EMPIRE ns , aa ea 204-6 
United Kingdom: Foreign T wid in J “~ 
British India : Weekly Cables. 
The Coconut Industry on the West Coast of 
Madras. 
Canada: Canadian Association of British Manufac- 
turers. “ae 
New Zealand ; Recent Public Works Leans. 


EUROPE re ‘a os - a - .. 206-7 
Belgium: Proposed Commission to Organise Export 
Trade. 


Italy : Commission to Develop Foreign Trade. 
List of War Contraband. 

Netherlands : Facilities for Manufacturing Coods in 
Bond. > 

Sweden : Commercial and Industrial Legislation. 


ASTA 7” - - - is ee - 207 


Japan: Foreign Trade, January-May. 


LATIN AMERICA - os - ‘a .- Bis 
Brazil : Bahia Cocoa Crop. 
Prospects of Sugar Crop. 
Colombia : Improved Financial Position. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT + os 


Canada; Government Control of St. John N.B.) Har- 
bour. | 

Brazil : Port Deve lopments at Ihcos and Bahia. 

Denmark ; New Customs Order. , 

Japan : Shipbuilding Developments at Yokohama. 
Proposed Harkour Extension at Yokchkema. 


208-9 


A 














| PAGE 
Koumania - New Pilotage Dues at Galatz and Braila. 
Serbia : Opening of Be lerade- Salonika Service. 
Spain : Proposed Paris-Algecivas Railway. 

MINERALS AND METALS .. ee 209-10 


| Brazil ; Coal Production and imports. 


| TEXTILES o- = -» 210-11 


British India; Exports of Raw Jute and Gunny Bags. 
United States of America : Southern Cotton Association. 
Woollen Machinery Statistics. 
Long Staple Cotton for Tyre Manufacture. 





CHEMICALS, ETc. .. i ‘a B211-12 
Egypt: Prospects of a Paper-Making Industry. 
Brazil; Oil Discovery near Lheos. 
Chile: Position of Nitrate Industry. 
United States of America: Export of Dyestuffs. 

CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 
CHANGES _.. _ oe o* -» 212-18 

BRITISH EMPIRE , tea .. 212-15 
United Kingdom : Customs and Excise Provisions of 
the Finance Act, 1919. 





Imperial Preferen-e. 
Australia ; Custems Decisions. 


France and Algeria : Decree of March 30th, 1918: De- 
tached Parts of Automobiles. 

French Indo-China : Control of Importation and Sale of 

Poisonous Substances. 

Italy: New Import R:-gulat‘ons. 


| 
| 
| Mexico: Reduction of Export Tax on Cut Tobacco. 
! 


| 

' 

| FOREIGN es ¥ ee ‘ - .. 215-18 
j ‘ acne . - ‘ ° > 

| Belgium : Abolition of Export Licence Requirements for 

Goods in Transit. 

| Colombia : Customs Surtax on Salt. 

| 


Netherlands : Export Prohibitions Withdrawn. 

Sweden : Formation of Sugar Import Monopoly. 

United States of America: Relaxation of Control over 
Imports and Exports. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. oe o- e 218 
Gold Coast ; Proposed Amendment of Customs Tariffs. 


Argentina: Budget Proposals for 1920. 
Denmark ; Importation of Spirits. 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING 
TRADE ee - - _ -» 218-19 
EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION... .. —.. = 218-9 


Applications for Paper Import Licences : 
Trade with United Kingdom. 


2evised Rules. 


FOOD ORDERS ‘a of ‘a ia w os 219 
GENERAL _.. - os oa ie na os 219 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry: Licences. 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE... 220-22 
BRITISH EMPIRE .. , “ .. 220-21 


Pe a Se a 





AFRICA a - bia - ‘a “< “a 222 
| UNITED STATES OF AMERICA id - ne 222 


So 8 a ee 


~COMMERCIAL RETURNS ..- +° ve 
Foreign Trade of United Kingdom in July. 
Cotton Imports and Exports. 
Corn Prices. 


4 
$ 

¥ 
i 
? 


’ 
2 
hy 

fy 


Sot tg eee eae A 


























194 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. AvuGusT 14, 1919 
' lata, 
THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
The Board of Trade. 
: appointed by the Board for the purpose, and for 
THE PROFITEERING BILL. the constitution, powers, and procedure of such 
| appeal tribunals, and shall make such provision 
as appears to the Board necessary for the pre. ( 
THE PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT. vention of frivolous complaints. 
A ‘‘Profiteering Bill’’ has been introduced into the Power To AuTHORISE LocaL Av1HORITIES To TRADE, 
House of Commons by the President of the Board ot 3. The Board of Trade may, if they think fit, authorise 
Trade, which passed its Second Reading on Monday. local authorities, subject to such conditions as the Board 
The Committee Stage. for which several amendments | ™ay impose, to purchase and sell any article, or articles 
main A “ae Spec . al aitidinaieietiin | of any class, to which this Act applies, and any local 
were introduce , was reached as v ew ere going to “"* | authority so authorised shail have all necessary powers fo; 
The following is the text of the Bill as introduced :— | the purpose, : 
A BILL TO CHECK PROFITEERING, | INFORMATION TO BE TREATED AS CONFIDENTIAL, 
Whereas it appears that the prices of articles are tothe | 4. Information and documents given or produced to the ss 
detriment of the people being enhanced in some cases by the Board of Trade or to a committee or tribunal under this Act 
charging of prices yielding an unreasonable profit to the by a trader shall be treated as confidential, except in case; : 
persons engaged in the production, handling, or distribution where the trader otherwise agrees, and in cases where legal ti 
thereof : proceedings are taken, for the purpose of such proceedings: in 
Powers OF THE Boarp or TRADE, Provided that nothing herein shall be taken as prevent. a 
1. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board of ing the Board or any committee or tribunal from publishing - 
Trade shall have power in respect of any article to which this their findings and decisions. 08 
Act applies: . . . CONSULTATION WITH Foop CONTROLLER. a 
(1) to investigate prices, costs, and profit, and for that 5. The powers of the Board of Trade under this Act shall ac’ 
purpose by order to require any person to appear in relation to articles of food to which this Act applies be J ag 
before them and to furnish such information and exercised jointly or in agreement with the Food Controller. ‘ 
produce such documents as they may require; and ’ 4 
{2) to receive and investigate complaints that a profit EXPENSES. ag 
is being or has been made or sought on the sale 6. (1) The expenses of any local committees required to be ? 
of the article (whether wholesale or retail), which | established by local authorities under this Act Fi 
is, in view of all the circumstances, unreasonable, | shall be defrayed by the local authorities out of } 
and on any such complaint they may by order, such fund or rate, and in such manner as may . 
after hearing the parties, be directed by the Board of Trade; and any “a 
(i) declare the price which would yield a reason- expenses of the Board of Trade under this Act Re 
able profit; and | shall, subject to the approval of the Treasury, be . 
(ii) require the seller to repay to the complainant paid out of moneys provided by Parliament. ; 
any amount paid by the complainant in (2) Such expenses may in either case include such pay- E 
excess of such price; or | ment to the chairmen and members of committee cou! 
(iii) require the complainant to purchase the | and tribunals in respect -of their travelling ex- to g 
article at such price ; | penses and loss of time, as appears to the Board sible 
or may, in lieu of making such order, where they | reasonable, and is approved by the Treasury. 
think the circumstances of the case so require, | (3) Any fines imposed at the -nstance of a local con- 
take proceedings against the seller before a court | mittee under this Act shall be applied in aid of the Pi 
of summary jurisdiction, and if in such proceed- | fund or rate out of which the expenses of the com. trad 
ings it is found that the price charged or | mittee are required to be paid under this Act, tun 
demanded by the seller is such as to vield to him and anv other fines imposed under this Act shal! more 
a profit which is, in view of all the circumstances, | be paid into the Exchequer. hom 
unreasonable, he shall be liable on summary con- | , : that 
ener : ; ‘ “ —— Suort TITLE AND DURATION. . 
viction toa fine not exceeding two hundred pounds | m , ca . P prese 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six | i. (1) This Act may be cited as the Profiteering Act, 1919. sing! 
months. (2) This Act shall continue in force for six months 
(3) If any person fails to comply with an order of the | and no longer, unless Parliament otherwise Th 
Board of Trade under this section, he shall be | determines, ion 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceed- | EXPENDITURE LIKELY TO BE INCURRED. af th 
oa ce ch ome dt aga a A White Paper (Cmd. 293) dealing with the expenti- ; als 
4) Where a person convicted under this section is a ture likely to be incurred, states that it is difficult to oe 
company, every director and officer of the com- estimate the cost of the scheme to the national funds, § ,. at 
pany shall be guilty of the like offence, unless he but it is believed that it will not exceed £50,000 for the Bf ang , 
proves that the act which constituted the offence six months during which the Act is to remain in force. J aakir 
ce ee en ee ee The Bill gives the Board of Trade powers to investi: Jf thich 
i5) This Act applies to any article or class of articles e - © ; d fits: le | neal divulg 
to which it is applied by order of the Board of gate prices, costs, and pro ts; to receive and Invest: after 
gate complaints with regard to excessive profits, and rll b 





Trade, being an article or class of articles declared 


by the order to be one or one of a kind in common thereupon to determine sale prices in the particular contin 


use by the majority of the population; but this cases about which complaint has been made; and, where § unrea; 
Act does not apply to any articles which are from circumstances so require, to take proceedings against ff profits 
time to time declared to be controlled articles. | . é ee ore ‘he Board # if that 
(6) In this Act the expressions “sale” and “seller” sellers in a court of summary jurisdiction. The Boar : a 
; , 5S aa j : “ Oo. ‘ oa « ’ 2 . ‘ ¥ rs :: nece 
include respectively any offer for sale, and any may establish or cause to be established by local authon io 


person offering to sell. ties, local committees to whom any or all of the powels § 
Power To Estastisn Loca CoMMITTEES, ETC. of the Board of Trade under the Bill may be delegated, 

2. (1) The Board of Trade may, as and when it appears to but appeal netic be made from the local come Then 

them necessary or expedient, establish, or require to appeal tribunals appointed by the Board of Trade. § inpors, 

Section 6 provides that the expenses of local com- § Inogin 


any local authority or authorities to establish, local 
or other committees to whom the Board may mittees appointed by local authorities are to be defrayed wWainst 





‘delegate any or all of their powers under this out of local funds, but that other expenses under the §f* shoe 
‘Act in respect of any articles or classes of articles, Bill are to be aid out of monevs provided by Pale Ve war 
or sales, and the effect of any order by a com- ; t anil = aoa P 1 y 1 tm, | 
mittee under such delegated powers shall be the sEROETS. UCd Capeascs ay Seu e reasonab © paymen” Bi polit is 
same as that of an order of the Board, and this to the chairmen and members of tribunals in respect of Bai view 
Act shall have effect accordingly. their travelling expenses and loss of time. etchang 
(2) Subject as aforesaid, the Board may make regula- SECOND READING STATEMENT © be pa 
tions and give directions as to the constitution, , — b the exe} 
powers, and procedure of committees established In moving in the House of Commons that the Bill De BE tat if ¢ 
under this —, ~ oo districts for which read a second time, the President of the Board of Trace Hi lare to 
they shall act, which regulations and directions (Sir Auckland Geddes) reviewed the circumstances  rency 
shall have effect as though enacted in this Act. . , . ary i “essar: 
Provided that such regulations shall provide for + which call - ss a asure of _ es &, _ re A ae he 
a right of appeal by the seller from any order or of his speech, taken from the clal Leport 0 These 
decision of local committees to appeal tribunals liamentary Debates, is given on next page :— train soc 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





DEFINITION OF PROFITEFRING. 


The Bill which we have to consider to-day is a carefully 
considered measure to deal with what all thinking men must 
[t. contains within it an implicit 


regard as a serious evil. 
¥ . . 
Perhaps I may summarise it as 


definition of profiteering. 
follows : — 

To profiteer is to marke unreasonably large profit, all 
the exrcumstances of the case being considered, by the 
sale to one’s fellow-citizens of an article which is one or 
one of a kind of common use by or for the majority of 
the population. 

That is a very important definition, because, as the House 
gill observe, it excludes from the purview of the Bill trans- 
actions in connection with export trade, 

We have been told on a great many occasions that the word 
4 profiteering ’? is one which ts not capable of exact defini- 
tion. In reply to that I may say that there are many words 
in the Bill of which no exact definition is possible, where the 
application of the word depends on the reasonable interpre- 
tation. The introduction of the word ‘‘profiteering”’ into 
the language is really something of a landmark, for it marks 
an increase in the social consciousness. It shows the people 
on a large scale, the populace as a whole, are realising that 
action taken by individuals for their own benefit may be 
against the interests of the population as a whole, and that 
is indeed the case with the making of unreasonable profits 
in connection with articles in common use, or of a kind that 
isin common use. 

I would like for a moment to consider what are some of the 
effects of profiteering and what are some of the evils which 
fow from the making of unreasonable profits in the home 
market. These may readily be divided into two sets, an 
eonomic set of evils and a social set. The economic evils 
afect both our export and our import trade. 

{FFECTS OF PROFITEERING. 

Everyone will agree that the greatest economic need of this 
country at the present time is to stimulate our export trade, 
toget a greater volume, not only in value but in every pos- 
sible way, direct export and re-export. 


Export TRADE. 


Profiteering has a very profound effect upon the export 
trade. Wherever the home market presents a great oppor- 
tunity of profit, naturally, as it is more easily reached and 
more easily observed, the tendency is to concentrate on the 
home market at the expense of the overseas market, and 
that is at all times for this country an evil, but at the 
present time it is a very great evil, perhaps the greatest 
single individual evil which flows from profiteering. 


Import TRADE. 

There is another effect. The making of high profits acts as 
amagnet to draw imports to the country. It is true that 
at the present time there are import restrictions imposed. It 
salso true, and it is within the knowledge of this House, 
that those import restrictions were tmposed in pursuance 
fa transitional policy which was announced as to terminate, 
at least as subjeet to review from the Ist of September, 
and within the next few days the Prime Minister will be 
making a statement to this House as to the trade policy 
thich is to be followed in the immediate future. I am not 
livulging a secret when I say—it has been said before—that 





after the beginning of September the restrictions on imports 
nll be much less severe than they are now. If high prices 
wntinue in this country, and high profits are obtainable—- 
lreasonably great profits, in some cases unconscionable 
jtoits—the pull on imports will be enormously strong, and 
ifthat would lead to a great flooding of this country with 
imecessary articles and swaying the balance of our trade 
‘ther against us than it is at present, that is an evil which 
mist flow from prefiteering. 
AN ADVERSE EXCHANGE. 

Then the big economic aspects of unreasonable profits are 
mportant. Take, for example, a _ single transaction. 
Inagine an import from some country where the exchange is 
Qainst us, say, of a couple of miilion pounds’ worth of boots 
shoes. If the exchange be against us, profits are high. 
®want boots, and we want them as cheap as we can get 
im, but if the profits are high, whatever amount of the 
tofit is unreasonably high is a dead loss to us from the point 
itriew of exchange, and has its counterpart in the fall of 
«thange, and, therefore, in the increase of price which has 
be paid for necessaries, which have to be brought across 

exchange. It follows beyond the possibility of question, 
lat if the exchange is forced down and goods or necessaries 
ve to be brought across the exchange, then more of the 
‘tency of this country will have to be paid for those 
Weessaries. 

Socrat Evits. 

These are economic evils, carrying with them in their 

"ain social evils, and one of the direct social evils consequent 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





on profiteering is the creation of social unrest, affecting 
not only labour but all classes of the community. The mere 
fact that it is known to the workers that ihe employers are 
perhaps making quite unreasonable profits is directly de- 
pressing production, and it is a very vital factor in that 
depression. 

There is another factor. Never before in the history of 
this country have there been so many people who drew their 
income from the State. No amount of pretending that it 
does not exist will remove the fact that we have at the pre- 
sent moment a great number of men and women who directly 
depend upon the State for the money with which to pay their 
way. And if prices are high, unreasonably high, if unreason- 
able profit elements are included in those prices, it all comes 
back on to the national purse. It simpty means that there 
is a steady demand, an irresistible demand in the circum. 
stances as they exist, apparently a right demand, that pay- 
ment from the State shall make the individuals who are paid 
by the State capable of buying the necessaries of life. That 
is at the present time reacting profoundly upon our finan- 
cial resources. So let us not minimise, let us not exaggerate 
either, the evil effects which flow from the making of unrea- 
sonable profits. 


UNREASONABLE PROFITS. 


There is a great deal of unreasonable profit being made at 
the present time, and I do not believe that a single Member 
of this House doubts that statement. Within the last few 
days I was speaking to a large manufacturer in the North 
of England. He was talking about profit, and he said to 
me, ‘‘I am thoroughly ashamed to see the profits we are 
making.’’ He added, ‘‘ I have reduced the prices that I am 
charging to something nearer the proper level, and that 
means that they are now below the prices my competitors 
are charging, and it means that on the existing sales I have 
a profit of £200,000 a year.”’ You have not to go to these 
big cases only ; there are cases to be found in many trades. I 
have seen a great many employers and manufacturers on the 
subject. One very level-headed, long-sighted man in one of 
our principal trades said that the chief thing that was the 
matter with his trade was that the profits were quite un- 
reasonable. 

Boots AND SHOES. 

Take a small case. Take the cost of boots and shoes. You 
go into the shops and you find boots and shoes priced differ- 
ently in various parts of the town or city or in various parts 
of the country. There are, in fact, great divergencies in 
price, as is quite right, but it becomes rather astonishing 
when in districts which are not the fashionable shopping dis- 
tricts you find boots and shoes priced £2 10s. and £3 per 
pair for a ready-made article, when something similar is 
and can be bought wholesale at prices varying from 15s. to 
25s. per pair. It may be almost impossible to say that these 
are precisely the same articles, the product of precisely 
the same factory, but the fact remains that  simi- 
lar articles can be obtained wholesale at from 15s. to 25s. 
per pair. It certainly looks as if there was a case for a very 
careful investigation there, to see that there is no unreason- 
able profit element attached to that retail price. 


Buiip1ne IMPROVEMENTS. 

Take another instance. A case came before my notice 
yesterday in connection with building. An estimate was 
obtained for certain improvements to cottage property, in 
order to bring cottages which were some seventy years old, 
up to a really decent modern standard. It involved certain 
alterations outside. The estimate received from a firm which 
in the past have done the work in that particular part was 
£3,500. It seemed a very large sum. A careful estimate 
was made by an expert of everything in connection with the 
work that required to be done. He estimated that with a 
reasonable and erdinary profit the cost of the alterations at 
the prices of to-day should be certainly not over £2,500. 
Another firm was asked to take the work, and was delighted 
to get it. This is a case of a firm believing itself to be quite 
certain of getting work and putting forward a demand for a 
price £1,000 above that at which another firm, not so large 
as itself, not with such great facilities as itself, was willing 
to do the work. I think that is a case of unreasonable profit. 


OTHER CAUSES OF HIGH PRICES. 


High prices by themselves are not caused only by profiteer- 
ing ; in fact, given high prices for all, I am sure that profit- 
eering is not the biggest element by far, and I am quite sure 
that the work which will have to be done under this Bill, 
when it becomes law, will show that a very great deal of 
what has been called profiteering, of what has been believed 
to be profiteering, is not profiteering. But is not that all to 
the good? Would not such a proof, where it could be given, 
be the very best thing to undo some of the evils which spring 
from an erroneous belief? On that side, too, it is necessary 
to cope with this thing. Of high prices we all know some of 
the causes. We realise that there is a scarcity of goods 
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in the world—a scarcity of goods in this country. There is 
the high cost of production, great restriction or limitation, 
or failure, if one may use that word, in production in certain 
branches of industry. These things naturally and inevitably 
force up prices. Take the commodity of coal. There we 
have a direct example of scarcity forcing up the price. 


SocrAL EXTRAVAGANCE. 


There is another element also in this question of the rise 
in prices. There is extraordinary foolish buying by people 
who have money in their pockets for the first time or, who, 
carrying some slips of paper in their pockets, think them- 
selves wealthy and get rid of those slips of paper foolishly. 
That is pushing up the cost of everything—extravagance of 
all sorts. But that does not get rid of the fact that there 
is also an unreasonable profit element in these high prices, 
which is dangerous economically, for reasons I have shown 
both in connection with our export and import trade, and 
is dangerous socially in the effect which it causes on the 
minds of those who are suffering from high prices and who 
believe, perhaps to an unreasonable extent, that profiteering 
is causing these high prices, as it is, no doubt, to some 
extent. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PROBLEM. 

This Bill has been described as a rush and hastily conceived 
measure. Those who think that simply do not know what 
are the facts of the case. This question of profiteering has 
been before the Government, has been under its considera- 
tion, for many months. I myself began work on this subject, 
and to see what could be done, at least six months ago. 
This particular measure passed out of the departmental 
It was considered by an Inter- 
departmental Conference a month ago. It was considered 
by the Cabinet on the 14th of last month. It was after that 
consideration that the Leader of the House announced the 
formation of a Select Committee of this House to consider 
the matier, and at the same time he stated quite definitely 
the Government’s views. Here are my right hon. Friend’s 
words : 

‘“ The Government are fully alive to the seriousness of 
this question, and propose to set up immediately a 
Select Committee to examine it. In the meantime the 
Government are carefully considering what steps may be 
usefully taken by them without delay.” 

That was stated in the House, and it was within the know- 
ledge of the House that the Government were proceeding 
simultaneously with the Select Committee to consider what 
The matter was considered from all sides. 


stage over a month ago. 


could be done. 
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS. 

Let us look at what are the possibilities in dealing with 

this evil. One could classify the possibilities in these cases 

with a_ problem 


faigly easily. You could either deal 
of this nature—the problem of unreasonable — profit-— 
hy stepping, as it were, inside these industries and 


dealing in the commodity as a Government. For 
example, it would be quite possible for the Government to 
undertake the manufacture and sale of clothing. Think how 
slow it would be in getting any effect on prices. It would 
take months and months and months before any result ap- 
peared. But I am not concerned with that method of pro- 
cedure, because I think it bad. It means that the Govern- 
ment goes into trade and interferes with trade practices and 
the whole of the ordinary trade relations, trade channels, 
and everything else. We rejected that method of procedure 
after careful consideration. 

It was strongly pressed upon us by many people that the 
best way to deal with the situation was actually to go into 
the processes of production in such things as clothes, under- 
clothing, boots, hats, overcoats, household utensils of all 
sorts. That has alf been pressed on us as being a good way 
of dealing with this evil. I do not think it is. It would 
have compelled an enormous Government trading machine, 
and it would have meant thousands more officials, and per- 
haps tens of thousands of officials, and I do not believe it 
would have got the result. That is the only sort of thing 
vou could de on what I may call the internal side of Govern- 
ment control of prices. . 

Externally vou stand outside the trade and try and regu- 
late it in some way to see that there is no unreasonable profit 
on domestic sales. There are various things which you could 
do. For example, you could adopt such method as that 
which, according to the papers, is under consideration in the 
United States, that is to stamp on every article as it leaves 
the factory the price showing either the cost of production 
or the wholesale price, I am not quite clear from the papers 
which, and that that would remain on the article until it was 
finally sold retail. Though that is quite a possible way of 
doing it and the United States certainly contemplate doing 
it, and, according to the Press, probably will do it, it seems 
to me to have this defect, that it would inevitably lead to a 
complete re-creation of the channels of trade. 
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You would have, I believe, under such a system an absolyip 
impossibility of retail trade, because practically, broad 
speaking, no one would appreciate what elements there wer 
going to make up the difference between the wholesale pric 
and the retail price, and they would actually refuse anti 
they knew the price at which the goods could be retaijle; 
You would have, therefore, the complete destruction of th. 
channels of retail trade. There are people who think tha 
would be a good thing, but we need not concern OUTsel yes 
with that for the moment, because quite obviously the fre 
effect of such procedure would be to take the momentum of 
the going machine, and, instead of getting a good result ang 
instead of getting a reduction in price, I believe vou woul 
get a restriction of supply, and, probably, illicit dealing, g 
that people who had money would get the article throug) 
some other channel. Then think, too, of imported coods 
and there wouid, | presume, be some form of stamping at tho 
port ot entry, does anyone believe that there would be yp 
examples of incorrect stamping. I believe that such a cours 
would lead simply to a premium on dishonesty. 

lt has been suggested that there should be price fixation 
That has been very strongly pressed on us, namely, that w 
should fix the price from the centre all over, a flat price, ang 
say, ‘‘ That is the price of the article.’’ Thai seems to m 
to be almost more pernicious than the proposal 1 discussed 
a moment ago, because a flat price all over simply means that 
the big, efficient, well-organised firm which is prepared to sel 
cheaply, and can sell cheaply, because of its efficient organisg. 
tion, can sell at a fixed price and make very great profits 
and in some cases, I am quite sure, unreasonable profit. The 
liitle people, or the inefficient people, have the price as itis 
fixed, and they drift from incompetence to incompetence 
That is, I think, a great criticism which can be levelled 
against flat price fixation. 

If vou reject internal control of the home trade as bad, 
which I think it is, and if you reject flat price fixation as 
bad and I believe it is bad, and if you reject the stamping 
of the wholesale price upon goods as they leave the factory, 
and I am sure it is bad, what have you left? You are le 
with this; you have either got to say, ‘‘ We are powerless, 
we can do nothing to limit unreasonable profits. we recog- 
nise it is an evil but we can do nothing,’’ or vou can d 
something quite different. You can do what we propose in 
the Bill. 

THE BILL. 


We have got here in these proposals a different scheme 
which we have carefully thought out for many weeks by firs 
of all Departmental investigation, then Inter-departmental 
and finally by the Cabinet, and the scheme is this, that we 
should have powers granted to the Board of Trade fora 
period of six months to investigate the costs of articles, 
to investigate the margin of profits that are being made, and 
that the information upon which tose investigations are 
based should be confidential, and that that information should 
be utilised by the Board of Trade to get a real knowledge 
of what is going on, and of the extent of the evil, and where 
a glaring case is found, that the Board of Trade should be 
able to prosecute, and that that prosecution should be before 
the Court defined in the Bill one of the ordinary Courts of 
the land. 

In order to enable the Board of Trade to cope with the 
mass of inquiries that must be made without increasing the 
bureaucracy, which we want to avoid, it is provided that the 
Board of Trade should be empowered to establish local com- 
mittees, which, on behalf of the Board of Trade, would @ 
vestigate local conditions for them, and that those committee 
will share with the Board of Trade, under the delegated 
authority of the Board of Trade, the right to prosecut 
where they find a glaring case, and in the case of any ih 
dividual complaint to declare the price which would give a 
reasonable profit and to require the seller to repay to We 
complainant any amount paid by the complainant in exces 
of that price, and in order to prevent frivolous proceedings, 
to compel the complainant to purchase the article at the pnt 
of which he complained. Those seem to me to be vel 
legitimate and very reasouable powers to confer upon such 
bodies. 

I would say to the House that this Bill embodies what ¥ 
believe to be the best possible suggestion with regard to this 
difficult problem of tackling the making of quite unreasonable 
profits. We have examined other avenues, and we have ¢® 
plored them thoroughly. We see great difficulties in adm 
istering fairly and fully the powers which this Bill conle's 
but we see far greater difficulties in approaching the problem 
or in seeking for a solution of the problem along any of the 
other lines which I have indicated, and, great as are the 
difficulties, great as they will be in administering the pre 
visions of this Bill, there would be far greater difficult 
and dangers arising from leaving the present position U 
touched. T firmly believe that it would be wro.ig of the Gover. 
ment to allow this House to disperse for a period of weess 
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at this time and not to ask from the House a weapon which 
‘+ could use to deal with these great and, I think | may sav, 
these admitted evils, and this weapon which we are asking 
for now will, I feel sure, in spite of the obvious difficult-es 
of administration, not effect everything that we would wish. 
That is impossible ip such a huge sphere and so complicated 
a problem, but it will achieve much, and I feel myself that in 
getting the local committees to work, committees which will 
nave delegated to them under the proposals of the Bill the 
owers the Board of Trade is asking for, we may rely without 
any fear upon the sound common sense of the citizens of 
this country. It has been well said that we are a nation of 
shopkeepers. We are certainly a nation of traders, and 
people are not going to be so foolish—there may be individual 
mistakes—as to impose conditions that will make trade im- 
ssible. I feel perfectly confident that their sound, shrewd 
common sense, of which there’ are such reserves in the 
countrv, will make the provisions of this Bill work more 
smoothly than those who look at it merely from the centre 
might, imagine, and I say more. The mere fact that it is 
intended that the powers should be widely delegated will 
really give much greater confidence in the administration of 
the Act, as I hope it soon may be, than if the whole of tlie 
administration were done from or at the centre. 


NON-FERROUS MINING INDUSTRY. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 

The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
a Departmental Committee to investigate and report 
upon the present position and economic possibilities 
of non-ferrous mining in the United Kingdom, and 
tomake recommendations as tosuch Government action 
asmay be expedient in regard thereto. The members of 
the Committee are Mr. H. B. Betterton, M.P. (Chair- 
man), Mr. H. F. Collins, Mr. J. Harris, Dr. IF. H. 
Hatch, Sir Lionel Phillips, Bart., Mr. R. A. Thomas, 
ad Mr. James Wienall, M.P. All communications 
should be addressed to the Secretary. Mr. W. Palmer, 
Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT. 


The provisional figures of the output of coal during 
the week ended 2nd August are as follows :— 














Output. 
District. Tons. 

i a saat nidia sd ata ealeibabn id 231,780 
EE ee ee ee Hee ee ae 631,318 
ES ERE eee eT Te ee ee ae re 5,540 
Lancs., Cheshire, and North Wales .................. 417,247 
Derby, Nottingham, and Leicester ...............0008 507,088 
Staffs., Shropshire, Warwick and Worcester......... 314,816 
South Wales and Monmouth ................cecce.eceeeeee 912,184 
EE: SUNNEOOD, occ oksdiverseneswsversvesenences 85,257 
FREES RS Se pa ae nnn ee 509 546 





3.614.776 





BRITISH COAL FOR BELGIUM. 
The Board of Trade announce that the import. of 
British coal into Belgium is no longer subject to the 
import licence of the Belgian Government. 


—_—_—--- 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE. 


DEMERARA’S APPRECIATION OF ITS WAR 
SERVICES. 

The Chamber of Commerce of British Guiana, George- 
town, Demerara, is rewarding officers and men of the 
Mercantile Marine who traded with the port during the 
war irom Glasgow, Liverpool and London. In a letter 
tothe Board of Trade, the Secretary states that the fol- 
ae scheme of presentations is now being carried 








To every Captain, Engineer, First and Second Officers 
and Second Engineers—an Illuminated Address and 
Silver Cigar and Cigarette Cases, with the Colonvy’s 
Coat of Arms in Geld and an Inscription. | 
To Third and Fourth Officers, Engineers, and Chief 
Stewards—Colony Gold Nugget Sleeve Links, and a 
Vard bearing an eppreciation, 

To every member of the crews—E£2. 
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More than enough money has been subscribed by 
members of the Chamber and by the Colonists for the 
purpose of making the above presentations, and the 
cash balance is to be given in aid of orphans of mem- 
bers of the Mercantile Marine who perished in the War. 

The Board of Trade have forwarded a letter to the 
Secretary of the Chamber expressing their appreciation 
of the handsome recognition given to the members of 
the Mercantile Marine serving Demerara during the 
War, and stating that the action of the Chamber and the 
residents of Georgetown will be appreciated by the 
British Mercantile Marine generally. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS, 
TRADE. 


H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER AT WINNIPEG. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg points out 
that he is experiencing delay in receiving both letters 
and second-class matter (catalogues and printed matter) 
on account of their being wrongly addressed. His ad- 
dress is 610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winnipeg, 
and United Kingdom firms desiring to send catalogues, 
etc., should therefore note this. 











METHOD OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

There have recently been an increasing number of 
cases where firms desirous of obtaining information have 
addressed their enquiry both to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, London, and to the Consular Officer or Trade 
Commissioner of the district or country in which they are 
interested. 

It should be understood that the Department of Over- 
seas Trade refers any such enquiries which cannot be 
directly dealt with to the Commercial Secretaries, Con- 
suls, etc., to whom it looks as its agents in the collection 
of commercial intelligence. In these circumstances, 
the method of addressing enquiries to both sources rot 
only leads to needless duplication of work on the part 
of the Department, the Consul, and the firm itself, but 
frequently causes unnecessary loss of time. 

It is, therefore, recommended that all such applica- 
tions for information should be addressed solely to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and In- 
telligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1, who may in frequent cases al- 
ready have the required information on file. 





OPENINGS FOR OIL-BURNING PLANT IN CUBA. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Havana has informed 
the Department of Overseas Trade that considerable 
developments are at present taking place in Cuba with 
a view to the adoption of oil fuel in place of coal, ete., 
for many industries. Oil companies are erecting large 
oil tanks; sugar mills, railway companies and cement 
companies are adapting their plant for the use of oil 
as a motive power, and it appears to be a suitable 
opportunity for United Kingdom firms making any 
description of plant using oil fuel to consider this new 
development as providing a market for their manufac- 
tures. 








INDIAN EXCESS PROFITS DUTY REGULATIONS. 

A copy of the Rules made by the Governor-General 
in Council to amplify the Excess Profits Duty Act, 1919, 
may be consulted on application to the Enquiry Room, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Pasinghall Street, 
E.C.2. . These were published in the ‘‘Gazette of India’’ 
of 23rd June. , 











BELGIAN EXPORT LICENCES. 

The “‘Moniteur Belge’’ of 1st August contains a con- 
solidated list of the goods which are still subject to 
export licences in Belgium. The list may be consulted 
by persons interested on application to the Belgian 
Trade and Reconstruction Section of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, Regent House, Kingsway, W.C.1. 


— — 
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Special Articles. 





AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL SITUATION 
PRODUCTION AND MARKETS EXPANDING. 


‘From H.M. Commercial Secretary, Washington.) 

It is believed that the recent action of the United 
States Shipping Board in granting a low rate on railroad 
equipment to South Africa will be tollowed by other 
concessions, so as to further help American manutac- 
turers to extend their foreign trade. 

GROWING MARKET. 

Shipments on recent orders placed by the Government 
of the Netherlands included 800 tons of steel forgings, 
while 23,000 tons of bars, plates, shapes, etc., are ex- 
pected to be shipped immediately, and a further 8,000 
tons of rails is to follow soon. 

An order for 800 steel mine cars for the Dutch East 
Indies, to be used in mining tin, has recently been 
placed with a Cleveland company. The general im- 
pression is that the sales of foundry and malleable iron 
for June exceeded the amount of business done in any 
month this vear. 

INCREASED PIG-IRON OUTPUT. 

It is interesting to note that the June pig-iron output 
shows definitely the turn in the iron industry in the 
United States. For June the total output was 2,114,863 
cross tons, or 70,495 tons a day, against 2,108,056 tons 
in May, or 68,002 tons a day. Seventeen furnaces blew 
in and twelve actually blew out during the month, thus 
showing a gain of five furnaces. The estimated capa- 
city active on Ist July was 71,700 tons a day for 200 
furnaces, as compared with 68,600 tons a day for 195 
furnaces during last month. 

It is expected that the gain of 2,500 tons a day in 
production during June over the average in May will 
have been carried further during July. 

IRON AND STEEL. 

It is the general impression here that in steel and 
iron the month of June has witnessed a distinct turn 
tor the better; the manufacturers now report a much 
more encouraging prospect. Operations of steel plants 
generally show increases. Pig-iron plants which were 
idle in April are now operating, and others are making 
preparations to begin operations. Large orders for steel 
rails have been placed by the railroads, and enquiries 
for a large amount of stee! tonnage for export trade are 
appearing. 

Even in those districts where the pig-iron trade is 
slightly smaller and where plants have not yet resumed 
their activity there is nevertheless a more hopeful feel- 
ing than hitherto. Foundries and cast-iron pipe makers 
are also running more steadily. 

CoaL PRODUCTION. 

The fuel situation has been, however, much below 
normal so far as production is concerned since the be- 
ginning of the vear, and the bituminous market is dull, 
but there is an increasing demand, due, no doubt, to a 
reduction in stock and also owing to the fact that indus- 
trial consumers are coming to the conclusion that a tight 
situation in the production of coal will exist next winter. 
A great deal of high-grade bituminous coal is now said 
to be covered by contract up to next April. <A very 
large demand for anthracite coal for next winter is also 
predicted. 

It is reported that coal mines have been producing 
far below capacity, and there is, so far, every possibility 
of a shortage. The production of beehive coke during 
May was 1,135,840 tons, as compared with 1,316,960 
tons during April, the market prices being a little above 
the actual cost of production. 

STEEL PrRopucTION DEVELOPMENTS. 


It is reported that in the Pittsburgh district millions 
of dollars are now being spent in repairs and enlarge- 
ments by steel companies, which is interpreted to mean 
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that prospects of great expansion are in sight. Buya 
are now willing to accept present levels of prices in sted 
and-are prepared to close tonnages at prices existing g 
present to a more forward date than the producers hay 
heretofore been willing to entertain. 

Steel is now being sold in the first open market sing 
the beginning of the war, and there is a large deman( 
for structural steel. So far as can be ascertained, wir 
plants are now operating at about 85 per cent., whi 
pig-iron plants in the Pittsburgh district are on a bagis 
of from 65 to 70 per cent. Operations are carried o 
at about 50 per cent. of capacity in both zine and lead 
In common with the steel industry, manufacturing hag 
taken a strong upward turn. 





SIBERIA. 


A FUTURE MARKET. 

Siberia, a country rich in natural resources, is being 
actively investigated as a future market for manufge. 
tured goods. The population has increased by immicny. 
tion during the war, but it is still small—some fourieg 
millions—in comparison with the vast extent of th: 
territory. The latest report upon its prospects as ; 
market, which has come into our hands, has been pre. 
pared by the Siberian Section of the Canadian Econom 
Commission. And though this report is natural) 
written from the point of view of Canadian industries 
it contains much information which is of general 





interest. We, therefore, give below extracts from the 
Canadian report. 
EXTENT OF TERRITORY. 


Siberia proper, exclusive of Russian Central Asia, covers 
an area of 5,230,415 square miles, which is more than one. 
third greater than the total area of Canada. This territory 
stretches for a distance of approximately 6,000 miles from 
the Ural Mountains to the Pacific Ocean, and is bounded 
on the north by the Arctic Ocean, and on the south by the 
outposts of the Chinese Empire, along the Mongolian and 
Manchurian frontiers. Within the borders of Siberia are 
found fertile plains of black earth; grazing prairie land: 
rolling downs; rugged plateaus; extensive forests and frozen 
Arctic wastes. The territory is rich in agricultural re 
sources, furs, minerals and forest wealth. Geographically 
and economically Siberia may be divided into three main 
divisions : — 

WESTERN SIBERIA. 

Which comprises practically the whole of the watershed 
of the Obi river, is made up of the provinces of Tobolsk and 
Tomsk, and the districts of Akmolinsk and Semipalatinsk 
From north to south, Western Siberia comprises severil 
zones. In the far north the barren Arctic wastes, south of 
which is a wide extent of forest belt. About the 56th 
degree of latitude the forest belt merges imperceptibly into 
the arable zone which is a continuation of the black earth 
region of Southern Russia. The bulk of the population of 
Siberia is settled in this arable zone, which economically 
is the most important part of the country. It was here that 
the stream of Slavonic immigration from European Russia 
was first directed, and it is here that European commerdil 
infiuence is most widely spread and most deeply rooted 
South of the black earth belt, commencing at about latitule 
53, are the dry steppes, suitable only for grazing, but sup 
porting large flocks of horses, cattle and sheep. _ Tit 
southern boundary of Western Siberia is -formed by tle 
Altai Mountain chain, which crosses the continent in! 
north-easterly direction. The foothills of the mouniails 
provide some of the most fertile lands in Siberia, while tht 
higher slopes afford excellent pastures. 


CENTRAL SIBERIA. 

Central Siberia stretches from west of the Yenisei mvét 
to Lake Baikal, and comprises the provinces of Yenisel 
Irkutsk and Yakutsk. Most of this section of Siberia col 
sists of forest lands. In the south there are rolling dow 
and semi-mountainous country, covered for the most pat 
with forests. In the valleys there are patches of arabl 
land. The development of Central Siberia has bee 
hindered owing to the distance from export markets, the rail 
haul to either the Pacific or Baltic seaboards being too 1008 
to permit, in normal times, the shipping abroad of the p! 
ducts of this region. 

EASTERN SIBERIA. 

The third district into which Siberia may be divided 

economically is that which is known as the Russian Fat 
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Easi, and stretches east from Lake Baikal to the Pacific 
Ocean. This section comprises the provinces of Trans- 
Haikalia, Amur, Maritime, Sakhalin, and Kamchatka. 
Commercially, Eastern Siberia has always been distinct 
from the rest of the country. The trade has been controlled 
for the most part from Vladivostok, foreign goods being 
imported by sea, while Western and Central Siberia re- 
ceived supplies of foreign merchandise by rail through 
European Russia. The climate of the Russian Far East 
is largely influenced by the Yablovny Mountain chain, 
which runs north-easterly from the mountains of Trans- 
Baikalia. ‘This mountain chain protects the Amur river 
valley from the cold north winds. The slopes of the moun- 
tains are well wooded, and the forest resources of Eastern 
Siberia are important in connection with the future develop- 
ment of industry. This territory is also rich in minerals, 
while the fisheries of the Amur river and coast are an 
important potential source of wealth. There are only three 
agricultural districts of importance in the Russian Far 
East: (1) The Chita district of Trans-Baikalia is a sheltered 
valley with fertile soil; (2) the Amur valley, in the neigh- 
hourhood of Blageveshchensk, is a district of great fertility 
lying between the Yablovny mountains and the Amur river, 
and watered by the Zeia and Burea rivers; (3) the Ussuri 
valley runs north for a distance of 400 miles trom Vladivo- 
stok to Khabarovsk, and is separated from the Pacific coast 
by a range of mountains. Eastern Siberia may be said to 
be the least developed portion of the country, but, on the 
other hand, this district is rich in resources which should 
be utilised to a greater extent in the future. This will be 
reflected in a rapid growth of trade with the Pacific ports of 
Russia. In addition to serving Eastern Siberia, Vladivostok 
is also, to a certain extent, a port for Northern Manchuria. 
The trade centre of Northern Manchuria is Harbin, which 
is connected with Vladivostok by railway. The total popu- 
lation of this district is approximately 8,009,000, most of 
whom are Chinese engaged in agriculture. 
POPULATION. 

The population of Siberia has been variously estimated. 
The following table with figures taken from the Russian 
Year Book gives the population of the three divisions of 
Siberia on lst January, 1912:— 


Western Siberia 7.408,700 


eeeeeeeee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


a a lll denial 1.749.200 
I CE. ics ntinidnsthandadepebainnnwts ] 352,309 





10,510,200 





It will thus be seen that ef the total population of Siberia, 
approximately 70 per cent. are settled on the agricultural 
lands of Western Siberia. 

To the above figures must be added a considerable im- 
migration from European Russia, greatly augmented since 
the outbreak of the war by a stream of refugees driven 
from their homes by foreign invader or revolution, The 
population of many of the towns of Siberia has been more 
than doubled in the last few years. The total population of 
Siberia at the present time must be in the neighbourhood 
of 14,000,000 people. 

OccuPATION OF THE PEOPLE, 

The bulk of the population of Siberia consists of peasants, 

who are chiefly engaged in the raising of cereal crops, but 
who also keep cattle, horses and other stock. The propor- 
tion of peasants to the rest of the population is said to be 
over five to two. This fact must be borne in mind in con- 
nection with the supply of merchandise to Siberia. The 
demand is chiefly for goods adaptable to the requirements 
of peasants. There is also a limited trade in articles for 
consumption among the population of the towns, but in 
this connection it must be remembered that the general 
standard of civilisation is not so high as in Canada, while 
the purchasing power of the people is limited. 
Before the war the area of land under cultivation in 
Siberia and the Central Asiatic part of Russia was returned 
at 35,000,000 acres. This area exceeds the whole of the 
area under cultivation in Canada. The statistical position 
is as follows: — 


Acres. Yield. 
Bushels. 
Cereals (wheat, barley and rye) 26,617,837 310,000,740 
a. is. cnpsamiecinnsinanisinbiidinis 7,471,234 78,302,025 
NR is vacnkuedknannstidnlcon 641,741 62,166,660 
| Pounds. 
TS bok. uocssalbdinnsnwoidaoateleaks 1,068,808 209,013,496 





Total under cultivation 30.799,620 





By far the larger portion of the above area under grain 
must be credited to Siberia. It is stated that for the coming 
year 20,000,000 acres will be placed in cereal crops in 
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Siberia. These figures indicate very clearly the possibilities 
of the market for agricultural implements and machinery, 
and for the other requirements of the farming population. 

Dairying has become an industry of great importance in 
Western Siberia since the building of the railway. In 1913 
approximately 70,000 tons of butter were exported to foreign 
countries. The making of cheddar cheese has been taken up 
recently with the view to supplying the English market. 
Associated with these developments may be mentioned the 
pig-breeding industry, which has already reached large pro- 
portions, and it is expected that bacon will be an important 
article of export from Western Siberia in future. 

_ The provision of grain elevators and cold storage plants 
is considered necessary for the further development of 
Siberian agriculture. 

Toe Minine Inpustry. 

In addition to agriculture, the great resources of Siberia 
in minerals, forests, furs and fisheries, support a large part 
of the population. Mining is a most important industry 
throughout Siberia. The supply of machinery and equip- 
ment for the carrying on an extension of this industry must 
coniinue to be a trade of considerable proportions. The 
deposits of gold, silver, lead, zinc, and cepper have been 
energetically developed, mainly with British capital, in the 
Ural mountains, the Wirghiz steppes, in the Altai meun- 
tains, and in Central and Eastern Siberia. Placer mining 
is carried on throughout Central and Eastern Siberia, the 
heids of the Lena river and the Amur district being 
especially imporiant. Coal is found in various parts of the 
country, and the rise in the price of weod has led to the 
exploitation of the mid-Siberian fields. Rich coal-beds exist 
on the island of Sakhalin and along the Pacific coast. 
Deposits of iron ore are found near coalfields in the moun- 
tainous districts, but are waiting proper transportation 
facilities for their profitable exploitation, 

Forest ReEsouRCES. 

The great forest resources of Siberia have, up to the 
present, been exploited to only a very small extent. The 
development of the timber industry is essential for the 
future, if the normal trade of the country is to be restored. 
It is estimated that there are 810,000,000 acres of timber 
land in Asiatic Russia, two-thirds of which are accessible: 
for commercial purposes. German and Swedish machinery 
has, up to the present, been chiefly employed for saw-milling 
purposes. 

Swati Lxpustriar DEVELOPMENT. 

Siberia may be said to be practically without manufactur- 
ing industries. Up to the present the only factories which 
have been established are those which depend upon arm 
abundant supply of cheap raw material, such as spirit 
distilleries, flour miils, skin-curing and _ leather-making 
plants, etc. The great dearth of all kinds of manufactured 
goods during the past few years has made Siberians realise 
the necessity for the establishment of home industries and 
for the utilisation of the resources of the country im coal 
and iron. Attention is especially directed to the need for 
factories producing articles of first necessity. Inquiries are 
being made for machinery and equipment for the outfitting 
of textile plants, boot and shoe factories, clothing and shirt 
factories, button-making factories, leather plants, cigarette 
factories, meat canning and preserving plants, condensed- 
milk factories, yegetable-prescrving plants, ironworks, and: 
factories producing agricultural tools and- implements. The 
supply of the necessary equipment for the establishment 
of these industries presents possible openings for the exten- 
sion of trade with Siberia. 

The establishment of manufacturing industries in Siberia 
must be considered a matter of the future. It will be many 
years before these factories are able to supply even a smal 
proportion of the great quantity of manufactured articles 
which are required in the country. The people are there- 
fore dependent upon imports from foreign countries for the 
supply of these goods. Owing to the inadequacy of railway 
facilities since the outbreak of the war, Siberia is now 
practically destitute of all kinds of manufactured goods to 
meet the needs of the population, The great need of the 
present moment is therefore for articles of first necessity, 
such as clothing of a!l kinds, drugs, and chemicals, agri- 
cultural implements, and railway supplies. 

Tue PRresENT SITUATION. 

The chief obstacles to the relief of the present economic 
situation in Siberia are: (1) the disorganisation of trans- 
port; (2) the difficuliies of financing shipments of goods: 
purchased in foreign countries. The latter may be said te 
be dependent upon the first, so that the railway problem 
becomes the fundamental factor in tne economic situation. 
There is said to be plenty of money in the hands of the 
peasants of Siberia, but that they are unable to purchase. 
with this money the articles which they require owing to 
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there being no goods on the market. The peasants are 
consequently reluctant to part with their produce so long 
as they can only receive more paper money in return. The 
absence of manufactured goods and the breakdown of rail- 
way transportation may therefore be said to have paralysed 
the economic lite of the country. 

Previous to the outbreak of the war, goods were sold in 
Russia under terms of credit extending from three to nine 
months in the case of ordinary merchandise, and up to two 
vears in the case of machinery. At the present time foreign 
traders will only consider it safe to deal with Russia on a 
gold basis and tor cash, but Canadian firms must be prepared 
to consider the question of graniing credits as soon as 
financial conditions become normal and the circumstances 
again warrant such a procedure. It will be realised that, 
in view of the above considerations, business transactions 
with Siberia on a large scale are not possible at the present 
time. 

Siberia is a market where cheapness is a consideration of 
great importance, owing to the limited purchasing power 
of the inhabitants, but the quality must not be sacrificed 
fer the sake of cheapness, Canadian and American goods 
enjoy a good reputation in Siberia, whereas Japanese manu- 
facturers have in many lines spoiled the market for their 
zoods by the poor quality of the articles which they have 
supplied. Practical utility is the chief factor governing tho 
saleability of most of the lines required in Siberia. The 
peasants want goods adaptable for the purpose for which 
they are used, but which are not too high in price. 


COMPETITION. 


The United States may be regarded as the chief compet- 
ing country in the lines in which Canada is the most 
interested in developing trade with Siberia. Japanese com- 
petition can only be considered serious in the case of a few 
jines, since as mentioned above, Japanese goods have a poor 
reputation tor quality throughout Siberia. Great Britain 
is largely interested in developing trade with Siberia in 
goods which Canada does not export. Swedish manufac- 
turers have done a large business with Siberia in dairy 
appliances, oil engines and saw-milling machinery, and the 
competition will have to be met as soon as communication 
with the Baitic is once more established. Agricultural 
inachines and implements comprise the most important 
branch of trade with Siberia in which Canada is interested. 


TRADE COMMUNICATIONS. 

lt must be remembered that in normal times the foreign 
trade exchanges of Western and Central Siberia were con- 
ducted by way of the west, ¢7.e., European land frontier, the 
Baltic ports, the White Sea, through Archangel, and to a 
certain extent through the Black Sea ports. Eastern Siberia 
was dependent upon Vladivostok and the Amur river. The 
war, and subsequently the Bolshevik movement, has cut off 
Siberia from access to foreign countries through the Baltic 
and Black Sea ports, so that the whole country has become 
dependent upon Vladivostok. In point of distance Western 
Siberia is closer to the ports of the Baltic and Black Seas 
than to Vladivostok. When conditions again become settled 
it may therefore be expected that foreign goods will only 
he amported through Vladivostok for the territory east of 
the Yenisei river. 

Mention should also be made of the all-water route into 
Central Siberia from the north by way of the Kara Sea and 
the Yenisei river, which possesses certain possibilities. 

TRADING TaciLities. 

Before the war the trade of Western Siberia was largely 
controlled from Moscow, which was the chief distributing 
centre for the greater part of Russia. Firms in Western 
and Central Siberia purchased their requirements of foreign 
goods largely through the medium of Moscow houses. The 
trade of Eastern Siberia, on the other hand, was for the 
most part in the hands of a few large firms wiih head- 
quarters at Vladivostok and branches at local centres. Since 
the outbreak of the war the leading merchant houses of 
Western Siberia have found it necessary in their interests 
io open purchasing and forwarding agencies at the port of 
Viadivostok. There has also been a great increase in the 
number of independent trade organisations, Seven foreign 
hanking institutions, including the Royal Bank of Canada, 
have established branches at Vladivostok. These branches 
of foreign banks should greatly facilitate trade operations 
with Siberia. 

Tae Co-orerATIVE Movement. 
~The great growth of the co-operative movement in recent 
vears has made the co-operative societies the chief medium 
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for the distribution of goods to the peasants of Siberia. The 
leading unions of co-operative societies have offices in 
Viadivostok. 

The co-operative societies in Siberia are of three kinds; 
(1) consumers’ societies, (2) credit associations, and (3) 
producers’ co-operatives. The All-Russian Union of 
Consumers’ Societies (‘‘Centrosouz’’), and the Union oj 
Siberian Co-operative Unions (‘‘Zakoopsbit’’) are examples 
of Unions of Societies of the first kind, the Union of 
Siberian Credit Union (‘‘Sincredsouz’’) of the second, and 
the Siberian Union of Butter-making Associations is an 
example of a union of societies of the third kind. The 
individual societies are grouped into unions covering 4 
whole district. and these unions into a union of unions 
covering the whole country. Statistics and particulars 
illustrating the growth and extent of the co-operative move- 
ment have been given in reports of Canadian trade com. 
missioners submitted to the Department of Trade and 
Commerce. The co-operative unions may be said to embrace 
practically the whole of the peasantry of Siberia. The 
development of co-operation is modifying profoundly the 
conditions of life and the business habits of the peasantry 
in a modern progressive sense. The Russian peasant, both 
by temperament and by habit, responds naturally to @o- 
operative effort. The co-operative unions must therefore 
be considered the most lmportant of the prospective pur- 
chasers of goods in Siberia. 

The co-operative movement is under a central financial 
institution, known as the Moscow Narodni (Peopies) Bank. 
The principal shareholders and clients ot the bank are the 
co-operative unions and societies, whose financial require. 
ments are supervised and met by the bank. The co-operative 
unions also act as collectors of Siberian produce tor the 
home and foreign markets, the financing ot which is handled 
through the Moscow Narodni Bank, 


Otaer Distriputinc AGENCIES. 


[In addition to the co-operative societies, the Provincial 
Zemstvos, which are local Government bodies, undertake 
the distribution of agricultural machinery and other articles 
among the peasants. They take a leading part in encourag- 
ing a higher standard of agriculture. Among the official 
distributing organisations, special mention must be made 
of the agriculiural depots and stores of the Colonisation 
Department. In 1913 there were 300 depots being operated 
by this department, of which 22U depots were located in 
Western Siberia. The total sales effected by the depots 
in that year were valued at 7,500,UUU0 roubles, while the 
value of the agricultural implements imported into Siberia 
for the use of the depots amounted to 8,400,000 roubles. 

THe PrincieLe or Barter, 

lor some time to come the principle of barter must be 
an important factor in the trade with Siberia. The develop- 
ment of ihe co-operative movement has rendered this pro- 
cedure both practicable and less open to objection. Trade 
operations will undoubtedly be facilitated if the foreign 
seller is prepared to accept Siberian produce in payment 
for his goods. This practice was followed in certain parts 
of Russia by German houses, who opened debit and credit 
accounts with the peasants. 

The chief exportable products of Siberia are butter, hides 
and skins, flax, wool, cheese, bacon, grain, furs, lumber, 
minerals, and fish products. 

In spite of ithe activities of co-operative and _ official 
organisations, there is still a wide field left for the legitimate 
enterprise of private firms distributing goods in Siberia 
and collecting produce for export abroad. These firms must 
continue to be the chief medium for the distribution of 
supplies among the population of the towns. 

Tue Sivertan Towns. 

Siberia is well supplied with marketing centres for the 
purchase and distribution of goods. The chief towns 6 
Western Siberia are situated at points where the railway 
crosses the principal rivers. The development of the country 
has depended largely upon the means of communication. The 
rivers of Western Siberia, which flow north and _ south, 
provide water communication for thousands of miles 
river steamers of large size. Settlement is chiefly confined 
to the banks of the rivers and to districts served by the 
railway. The leading commercial centre of Western Siberia 
is the town of Omsk, situated at the point where the railwas 
crosses the Irtish river. Communication by river 1s avail- 
able for hundreds of miles north and south of Omsk. This 
town was the second largest centre in Russia for the d= 
tribution of agricultural machinery, the value of the tur 
over in a good year amounting to 10,000,000 dols. 
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The following is a list of the principal towns in Siberia, 
the figures giving the approximate pre-war population :— 
Western Siberia. Central Siberia. 


Cheliabinsk ........ 65,000 Krasnoyarsk ...... 70,000 
ee errr ee 40,000 Minusinsk ........: 25,000 
ES - debe parepae 20,000 Irkutsk .............. 125,000 
eT eee 40,000 Eastern Siberia. 
Petropavlosk ...... ree 65,000 
errr 20,000  Blagovestchensk... 70,000 
I > pn distliaitn dain 200,000 Habarovsk ......... 65,000 
Tp renee 50,000 Viadivostok ....... 200,000 
Novo-Nikolaievsk 65,000  Nikolaievsk-on- 
errr 30,000 PE | eeelibincicsns 30,000 
 < ‘scndbiudbiiwenacpie 40,000 

Semipatatinsk 50,000 


With the exceptions of Tobolsk and Tomsk, all of the 
above towns are important distributing centres for agricul- 
tural machinery and implements. 

The chief commercial centre of Central Siberia is Kras- 
noyarsk, situated at the railway crossing of the Yenisei 
river, Minusinsk, 285 miles south of Krasnoyarsk, is the 
centre of a fertile district. Irkutsk is the centre of the 
Lake Baikal and Lena River mining districts, and the point 
of supply for the Lena River valley. Irkutsk has been an 
important administrative and railway centre, but cannot be 
considered a large commercial centre. 

The chief points for the distribution of goods in Eastern 
Siberia are the towns of Chita, Blagovestchensk, Habarovsk, 
Vladivostok, and Nikolaievsk-on-Amur. 

Chita is the centre of the agricultural area of Trans- 
Baikalia. 

Blagovestchensk is situated on the Amur river in the 
centre of the Zeia-Burea plain, which is the most important 
agricultural district in Eastern Siberia. Numerous placer 
mines are also located along this valley, and the forest 
wealth of this region offers attractive openings. ° 

Habarovsk is situated at the junction of the Amur and 
Ussuri rivers, and is the chief administrative centre of the 
Russian Far East. Habarovsk is important in connection with 
the future development of the timber industry of Eastern 
Siberia, and is the chief point of supply for the lower Ussuri 
valley. 

Viadivostok is Russia’s gateway on the Pacific Ocean, and 
has developed during the war into a distributing centre of 
great commercial importance. As a distributing centre for 
agricultural machinery, Vladivostok is relatively unimport- 
ant, serving only a small district in the upper Ussuri valley. 

North of Vladivostok and nearly parallel with the Cana- 
dian port of Prince Rupert, is situated the town of Niko- 
laievsk, at the mouth of the Amur river. Extensive dredg- 
ing operations have been carried on to permit vessels draw- 
ing 17 feet to proceed up the river as far as Nikolaievsk. 
More attention is being directed to this port as business 
develops on the river, which is navigable for fair-sized 
steamers a distance of over 1,500 miles. Nikolaievsk-on- 
Amur is an important lumber and fishing centre, being the 
headquarters for the salmon-canning industry at the mouth 
of the Amur river. 

Harbin (pre-war population 120,000) is the most important 
point of distribution for Southern Manchuria. The town 
is connected by rail with Viadivostok and also with the port 
of Dairen, and the Japanese and Chinese raiiway systems in 
Southern Manchuria. Harbin is an important centre, large 
flour mills and soya bean crushing plants being located at 
this point. The Sungari river, a large navigable tributary 
of the Amur, connects the town of Harbin with the sea. 

Muntcipat. UNDERTAKINGS. 

The installation and improvement of electric light plants, 
telephone systems, waterworks, sewerage, fire-fighting 
apparatus, roads and tramways in the towns of Siberia will 
lead to a demand for a large amount of machinery and 
equipment. Siberian towns are behind Canadian cities in 
respect to such civic undertakings, but the future should 
bring a great advance along the lines indicated. The only 
street railway at present being operated is the municipal 
tramway of Vladivostok. Before the war plans had been 
drawn up for the construction of electric street railways at 
Omsk, Tomsk, Irkutsk, and Harbin, where the need is great. 
These plans should be put into execution as soon as condi- 
tions hecome settled once more. Practically all of the exist- 
ing electric light and telephone systems require extension 
and repair, while all the larger towns need the installation 
of up-to-date waterworks and sewerage systems. There has 
been very little building of any kind undertaken in Siberia 
since the outbreak of war, while on the other hand the 
population of all the towns has increased, so that building 
operations should commence with the restoration of normal 
conditions. 

LIST OF GOODS REQUIRED IN SIBERIA. 

The following is a list of the articies required in Siberia, 
which in the opinion of the Commission could be supplied 
from Canada. This list has been prepared on the basis of 
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lists submitted by private firms and official and co-operative 
organisations covering their requirements of goods for this 
market. The articles given are divided under the following 
heads : — 
(1) Agricultural appliances. 
(2) Hardware, tools and 
agricultural. 
(3) Eiousehold utensils. 
(4) Clothing articles. 
(9) Food products 
(6) Miscellaneous. 
This list will give some idea as to the character and 
range of the goods in demand in Siberia : — 
Agricultural. 


machinery other than 


Ploughs (sulky and walking). Sickles. 

Harrows. Chain (wagon). 
Drills. Wagons. 

Seeders. Emery grinders. 
Cultivators. Cream separators. 


8. Dairy appliances and utensils. 
Mowers. Seeds (vegetable, garden, feed, 


Hay presses. wheat, rye and other grains), 
Binders. Threshers. 

Binder twine. Tractors (15 to 30 h.-p.). 
Reapers. Oil engines (4 to 16 h.-p.). 
‘yrain grinders. Portable steam engines. 
Scythes. 


Hardware Tools and Machinery (other than Agricultural). 


Wire. Pumps of all kinds. 

Wire nails. Steam pumps. 

Screws. Electrically driven pumps. 
Locks. Safes. 

Hinges. Tubes. 

Bolts and nuts. Pipes. 

Hooks. Roofing material. 

Hinges. Tiles. 

Horseshoes and horseshoe nails. Rope. 


Harness buckles. Girders and beams. 


Axes. Dynamos. 

Hammers. Electrical apparatus. 
Pincers. Road scrapers. 

Awls. Steam rollers. 

Rivets. Fire fighting apparatus. 


Portable houses. 
Sawmilling machinery. 
Logging equipment. 
Woodworking machines. 
Flourmilling machinery. 
Unit flourmill outfits. 
Papermaking machinery. 
Mining machinery and equip- 

ment. 
Boot factory equipment. 
Textile machinery. 
Knitting machinery. 
Wood distilling plants. 
Machine tools. 
Gereral factory equipme..t. 
Household Utensils. 

Bedsteads. 


Serew drivers. 

Jacks, lifting. 

Chisels. 

Files. 

Saws, fret saws, frame saws and 
cross-cut saws. 

Carpenter’s tools. 

Blacksmith’s tools. 

Cobbler’s tools and supplies. 

Mine:’s picks. 

Shovels, miner’s and others. 

Spades. 

Garden hoes. 

Garden rakes. 

Garden forks. 


Enamelled wy are. 


Tinware. Electric light; fittings. 
Pails. Steel forks and knives 
Basins. Spoons. 
Boilers. Chinaware. 
Radiators and connections. Kitchen utensils, 
Valves. Fire extinguishers. 
Burners. Glassware. 
Lamps and lanterns. Candles. 
Heating stoves, coal or wood Combs. 

and oil. S:oe polish. 
Ranges. Polistes. 


Sanitary earthenware, 
Enamelled ironware, 
Disinfectants. 
Clothing Articles, etc. 
Knitted shawls. 
Woven shawls, 


Primus stoves. 
Camp stoves. 
Hot water heaters. 


Boots and shoes. 
Coats and trousers, ready-made. 


Hats and caps. Sweaters. 
Cotton goods. Overcoats. 
Gloves, all kinds, winter and Thread, cotton and woollen. 
summer. Blankets. 
Underwear, men’s and women’s. Needles“and pins. 
Rough dress material. Laces. 
Socks and stockings. : 
Foodstuffs. 


Canned meats. 
Condensed milk. 
Package groceries. 


Canred fruits (i. cluding canned 
gallon apples). 
Canned vegetables. 


Dried and evaporated fruits. Macaroni. » 
Dried and evaporated vegetables, Table salt. 
mixed potatocs. Proprietary articles, sauces, ete 
Miscellaneous. 
Paper, newsprint, wrapping, Heavy chemicals. 
office and book. Pharmaceutical preparations. 
Paper bags. Drugs, all kinds. 


Dyes. 


Office stationery. 
Railway supplies, all kinds. 


Office sundries. 


_— 
——— 

















Notes on Trade. 


(While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ 2t must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 








PROJECTED REVISION OF THE SPANISH 


TARIFF. 

The Spanish Law of the 20th March, 1906, prescribed 
that the rates of the Customs Tariff are to be revised 
every five years in order to accommodate them to 
changes that may have occurred in those intervals in 
the values of goods taken as the bases for determining 
the duties. In fulfilment of this prescription, a revision 
of the Tariff was undertaken in 1911, and a revised 
Tariff was enforced as from the 1st January, 1912. This 
Tariff (save as regards some minor amendments‘ot a pro- 
visional character which were introduced during the war) 
is still in force, since the measures with a view to a new 
revision, which were contemplated by the Royal Order of 
the 26th April, 1915, were not proceeded with owing to 
the special conditions, due to the war, which prevailed 
at that time. 

The Spanish Government took steps last year to de- 
nounce certain commercial treaties (viz., those with 
Norway, the Netherlands, and Switzerland) by which 
the Spanish rates of duty on certain commodities were 
fixed for the duration of such treaties. Failing further 
prolongation, these treaties will expire on the 20th Sep- 
tember next. Spain’s other “‘Tariff’’ Treaty, that with 
Italy, had already been denounced by the Italian 
Government. 

In these circumstances, the Spanish Government 
have requested the “‘Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones”’ 
to proceed to frame proposals for a revision of the Tariff, 
and have impressed upon that body the necessity of 
submitting their report at an early date for the con- 
sideration of the Government and for such action there- 
on as it may be decided to take. 





THE NEGOTIATION OP FRENCH COMMERCIAL 
TREATIES. 

The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 31st July publishes 
the text of a Law, dated the 29th July, fixing the con- 
ditions under which the Government is authorised to 
negotiate commercial treaties. The following is a trans- 
lation of the Law :— 

Article 1 of the Law of 11th January, 1892,* is com- 
pleted as follows: — 

“The Government is authorised to negotiate with 
foreign countries, for an agreed period, concessions 
by way of reductions in the General Tariff rates of duty, 
calculated as a percentage of the difference between the 
General Tariff and the Minimum Tariff. 

“The reductions granted under these conditions may, 
in exchange for reciprocal concessions, be put into force 
provisionally by Decree of the Council of Ministers. In 
such cases the Agreements concluded must be submitted 
to ratification by the Chambers immediately if they be 
in session, or otherwise, at the beginning of the follow- 
ing session.”’ 

The obiect of this Law is stated to be to give the 
French Government freedom of action, within the limits 
of the rates of duty imposed under the ‘‘Maximum”’’ or 
‘‘“General”’ and the ‘‘Minimum”’ Tariff respectively, with 
regard to the concessions to be granted to foreign coun- 
tries in return for definite convessions on their part. 
Hitherto the French Government, in econeluding com- 
mercial agreements. have, as a rule, only been able to 
adopt one of the three following forms :— 


*The second paragraph of Article 1 of the Law of 11th 
January, 1892 (7.¢.. the French Customs Tariff Law) at 
present reads:—‘‘The Minimum Tariff may be applied to 
goods the produce of countries where French goods enjoy 
corresponding privileges andto which goods the Minimum 
Tariff is applied.’’ | 
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1. The grant of the whole of the Minimum Tariff. 
2. The grant of part only of Minimum Tariff, leaving 
the rest of the articles subject to the Genera| 
Tariff. 
3. The application of the General Tariff. 

The new Law is intended to give greater elasticity, 
and to render it possible for the French Government to 
make concessions more nearly equivalent to the com- 
pensations obtained from the particular foreign country 
concerned. In the case of an article subject to a duty 
of 100 frances in the ‘‘General’’ Tariff and of 50 frances 
in the ‘‘Minimum’’ Tariff, and in respect of which the 
Government had under the present Law conceded, in a 
commercial agreement, a reduction of, say, 50 per cent. 
of the difference between the two Tariffs, the rate of duty 
applicable would be 75 frances. Ey this method both 
the ‘‘General’’ and *‘Minimum”’ Tariffs, which had been 
sanctioned by Parliament will be continued in a com. 
plete form, and any increase or decrease of duty which 
might be made in those Tariffs by Parliament will have 
its repercussion on agreements made by France with 
foreign countries. 

The French Government have recently denounced 
their commercial conventions with foreign Governments, 
which were based upon the most favoured nation prin- 
ciple; and in the forthcoming negotiations for the con- 
clusion of new arrangements, the new Law will, it is 
stated, give the French Government power to establish 
French commercial relations with each foreign country 
on a strict basis of reciprocity—that is, only to grant to 
each country certain Tariff concessions in return for con- 
cessions which are considered to be of an equivalent 
value to French commerce. 





STANDARD SIZES FOR AMERICAN 
HARDWARE. 

At a recent meeting of the executive committee of 
the American Hardware Manufacturers’ Association, 
the following recommendation came before the mem. 
bers :— 

‘‘The executive committee of the Southern Hardware 
Jobbers’ Association unanimously recommend to the 
Executive Committee of the American Hardware Manufac- 
turers’ Association that they, without delay, take steps to 
carry out the policy inaugurated by the Conservation 
Division of the War Industries Board to eliminate all non- 
essential styles, sizes, and finishes pertaining to the hard- 
ware industries. We believe that this is of vital importance 
to the jobber, manufacturer, and retailer.”’ 

The recommendation has received the unanimous ap- 
proval of the manufacturers’ body, and it has been 
agreed not only to place the reeommendation before the 
individual manufacturers, but also to carry it into effect 
at as early a date as possible by calling together each 
industry, through the Association’s Industrial Co-oper: 
ation Service, for the purpose of setting down a tentative 
list of styles, sizes, and finishes which it is thought 
desirable to eliminate, each list to be submitted to the 
secretaries of the jobbers’ associations and large non- 
member jobbers, and when all criticisms are in, the 
revised list to be in effect for such period as may be 
determined by each industry. 





AMERICAN F.O0 B. SHIPMENTS. 

On account of the misunderstandings that have arisen 
in the past, the definition of the formula ‘‘f.o.b.”’ as 
applied to shipments from the United States of America, 
has been discussed by the Melbourne Chamber of Com- 
merce. In view of the various meanings read into the 
term by American exporters, it was felt that somethiig 
should be done, and ultimately it was decided to sugges! 
to Australian importers that in American contracts 
they should distinctly state f.o.b. overseas vessels at 
New York, San Francisco, or as the case may be. Where 
the port of shipment is left open it is recommended 
that the contract should run f.o.b. overseas vessel. 
This, it is felt, should place the meaning of the term 
beyond douht. 
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THE BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR 
GREECE. 


The British Chamber of Commerce for Greece and 
British Club was founded Just a year ago, and although, 
owing to trade restrictions and difficulties in the way 
of obtaining freight previous to, and for some time 
after, the signing of the Armistice, the activities of the 
Chamber were restricted, it may now be said that this 
Association is ready to respond to the needs of its mem- 
bers and correspondents in the United Kingdom. 

The Chamber consists of two sections :— 

(1) The All-British Section and British Club, which em- 
braces the British firms and institutions trading in Greece, 
and British firms in the United Kingdom, and 

(2) The Greek Section. This section consists of the 
principal Greek firms, who are Associate Members of the 
Chamber of Commerce. Associate membership does not 
include the right to use the British Club, and Associate 
Members are not eligible to serve on the Committee. 

The membership subscription for British firms inter- 
ested in trade is £1 per annum, which subscription en- 
titles members, or their representatives, when travel- 
ling in Greece, to the use of the British Club and 
Chamber of Commerce without payment of further 
subscription. . . 

Representatives of British firms will find it a great 
facility to be able to use the comfortably furnished 
reading and social rooms of the Club when staying in 
Athens, and to be able to receive their clients and talk 
their business with them under comfortable conditions 
in the Club and Chamber of Commerce. 

The objects of the Chamber of Commerce may be 
enumerated as follows :—- 

To further British commercial and other interests, and 
to bring about closer commercial and general relations 
between Great Britain and Greece. 

To supply all possible information to British manu- 
facturers regarding the requirements of the various 
markets here, and the conditions prevailing, informa- 
tion as to tariffs, etc., as will enable them to market 
their goods with the greatest facility. 

To assist Greek firms and merchants in placing 
their orders in England, and to furnish them with all 
such information as they may require, and which the 
Chamber is free to umpart. 

To supply information regarding the commercial and 
moral standing of Greek firms; to put Greek consumers 
in touch with the markets of supply, and British firms 
in touch with suitable people in Greece to handle their 
lines. 

To take a general intelligent interest in all questions 
affecting British Commercial, Shipping, and Manutac- 
turing interests, and to report upon all questions and 
conditions affecting British trade. 

The Chamber of Commerce is anxious to form a 
library of catalogues of British manufacturers and 
exporters, which will be filed for reference by Greek 
merchants, and will welcome and display all catalogues 
which British firms may care to forward. 





MARKETING OF BRITISH GOODS IN SPAIN. 

H.M. Consul at Malaga states that in view of the 
keen competition which they now have to face in Spain, 
British merchants should do all they can to attract the 
attention of Spanish houses, Jl or this purpose they 
should relieve the prospective buyer of as much trouble 
as possible in obtaining the goods, and one method of 
doing this is to quote c.i.f. prices. As long as freight 
rates are as uncertain as they are at present it is 
naturally somewhat risky to quote such prices, but it 
would probably be worth while to introduce this system 
When rates are once again stable. 

As is well known, before the war our German rivals 
quoted c.i.f. prices largely; British merchants do not 
seem to have been willing to consult their customers’ 
convenience in this way, though one large British firm 
of hosiers and drapers made things easier for Spanish 
buyers by themselves importing at Barcelona large 
stocks of goods, and supplying buyers from those 
stocks, sea freicht, insurance and duty already paid. 
t was as simple, therefore, for their customers to buy 
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these British-made goods as to buy the Spanish-made 
article. This would appear to be a system that might 
with advantage be copied by other firms dealing in goods 
of a nature suitable to be stored in comparatively large 
quantities. 

In Malaga, and presumably elsewhere, importing 
houses were able, before the war, to obtain from some 
Hamburg houses not only c.i.f. prices but prices “‘de- 
livered in warehouse,’’ Custom duties and all other 
charges paid. This was, of course, a great convenience 
for the customer, who was thus relieved of all the trouble 
connected with the Customs clearance and delivery of 
the goods. It is, perhaps, going too far to suggest that 
British merchants should imitate this system, but it 
can hardly be doubted that a prospective customer 
would be considerably attracted if he found that he 
had not to trouble himself about the goods in any way 
until they arrived at his store. 

A British firm desirous of quoting inclusive terms of 
this nature should engage the services of a reputable 
Customs Agent to work out exactly what addition must 
be made to their prices for this purpose; and the goods 
could be consigned to that agent for delivery to the 
proper parties. 





CZECHO-SLOVAK CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Czecho-Slovak Legation in London have expressed 
their willingness to secure the services of competent 
men for Czecho-Slovak correspondence and for the trans- 
lation of catalogues and printed matter into the Czecho- 
Slovak language, in order to facilitate the development 
of commercial relations between British firms and those 
in the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Firms wishing to avail 
themselves of this offer should communicate with the 
Commercial Attaché, Czecho-Slovak Legation, 9, Gros- 
venor Place, S.W.1. 


_ 


DIAMOND DISCOVERY IN THE GOLD COAST. 

An interesting discovery of diamonds was made in 
the Gold Coast early in February last by the Director 
of the Geological Survey (Mr. Kitson). The stones 
occur in shallow quartz gravels of the Abomo stream 
and adjacent ridge, near the village of Abomoso, Birrim 
River at about 15 miles N.W. of Kibbi in the district of 
Akim Abuakwa, and some 65 miles to the N.W. of 
Accra, the capital of the Colony. All the stones found 
up to the present time are small, averaging approxi- 
mately 30 to the standard carat, the largest being about 
one-fifth carat. Most of them are of good quality— 
clear and colourless—while many are perfect crystals. 
In value they vary from 10s. to 12s. per carat for the 
smaller grade; 17s. 6d. per carat for the medium grade ; 
and 30s. to 32s. 6d. per carat for the larger grade. This 
is for mixed samples, including all qualities of stones. 
Some of the largest stones, however, are worth from 
70s. to 80s. per carat. 

Upwards of 600 diamonds have been found merely 
by panning during the time ‘the surrounding locality 
was being tested with regard to the origin and distri- 
bution of the diamondiferous gravels. Sufficient -vork 
has not yet been done to prove the economic value cf 
the discovery. 








WARNING TO EX-SERVICE SETTLERS. 

The attention of the Oversea Settlement Committee 
has been called by the British Consular authorities in 
Mexico to a scheme which is likely to be advertised in 
the United Kingdom with a view to inducing ex-Service 
men to settle on the Island of Palmitos del Verde on the 
West coast of Mexico. 

Several ventures have shown that settlement on the 
island is likely to be attended with failure. The land 
is of an inferior quality, the water supply brackish, 
labour scarce and of indifferent quality, and transport- 
ation faulty. The climate in the wet season is un- 
healthy and unsuitable to Europeans, the island has 
been raided three times by bandits, and the most recent 
settler, a Chinaman, was killed by robbers. 


_ 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN JULY. 


The external trade of the United Kingdom in July 
reached the highest monthly total ever recorded both as 
regards the value of the imports and of the exports of 
produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom. The 
imports were valued at £153,140,000, or £30,194,000 in 
excess of the total for June, and £17,483,000 in excess of 
the total for May, when the next highest value was reached. 
The exports of domestic produce in July show a total of 
£65,315,000, this amount being an increase of £753,000 
compared with June. The value of the foreign and colonial 
merchandise exported amounted to £11,757,000, showing a 
decrease of £207,000 on the value for June. 


VALUE OF TRADE. 

The following table gives, under the three principal 
classes of articles, the values for July and June, 1919, and 
for the seven months ended 3lst July, 1919 and 1914. The 
values of the principal classes of articles imported and 
exported in July, 1919 and 1918, are given in the table 
under ‘‘Commercial Returns’ at the end of this issue. 
Details of the quantities and values of the principal articles 
imported and exported, distinguishing the principal coun- 
tries concerned, are published for each month in the accounts 
relating to Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. 
Copies of these accounts may be procured direct from H M. 
Siciionery Office, or through any bockseller. 











rLaw-Ma- Articles Total, in- 
Food, terials and wholly or cluding mis 
bos — Drink, Articles mainly  cellaneous 
Pye ns and mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured. classified. 
Be factured. 
July, 1919— Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £ 
Imports .. 72,598 57,142 22,754 153,140 
Exvorts— ' 
British  .. -. 2,519 11,802 50,2:9 65,315 
Foreign & Colonial 3,840 3,770 2,147 11,757 
June, 1919— - 
Imports 59,046 47,602 16,027 122,946 
Exports— 
British se a 2,707 10,374 60,553 64 562 
Foreign & Colonial 2,949 6,820 2,191 11,964 
Seven Months ended 
3ist July :— 
1919— 
Imports 393,780 331,592 141,092 &69,957 
Exports— 
British vs 15,7¢4 59,591 318,589 400,071 
Foreign & Colonial 20,889 83,358 12,983 67,193 
Imports 159,667 158,029 118,334 435,250 
Exports— 
British ‘ eh 17,127 40,324 226,334 299,663 
Foreign & Colonial 10,040 40,487 16,525 67,102 
IMPoRTS. , 


The value in July of the imports of food, drink and 
tubacco was greater than in June by £13,551,000, grain and 
flour showing an increase of £1,609,000, meat an increase 
of £8,675,000, and other non-dutiable food and drink an 
increase of £2,734,000. The imports of dutiable food and 
drink were less in value in July than in the previous month 
by £1,045,000, the most important differences being shown 
in the values of sugar and tea, which show decreases, and 
in condensed milk and dried fruits, which show increases. 
The value of the imports of tobacco was greater in July 
than in June by £1,578,000. The value of the imports of 
articles classed as raw materials and mainly unmanufactured 
shows an increase for July of £9,539,000 when compared 
with the value of the same class of imports in June, the 
important differences being in iron ore and scrap iron and 
steel (£768,000 increase), wood and timber (£2,882,000 
increase), raw cotton (£3,965,000 increase), raw wool 
(£2,317,000 increase), other textile materials (£693,000 
decrease), oil seed and oils (£632,000 increase), raw rubber 
(£764,000 decrease). An increase of £6,728,000 in July, 
compared with the figures for June, of imports of articles 
wholly or mainly manufactured, was principally due to the 
following increases:—machinery (£268,000), chemicals, 
drugs, dyes, and colours (£382,000), leather (£3,101,000), 
oil-seed cake (£211,000), and starch, dextrine, and farina 
or potato flour (£280,000). 

Exports. 

The value of coal, coke and patent fuel exported was 
greater in July than in June by £1,595,000, or 21-2 per 
cent., while the increase in quantity was only 5°2 per cent. 
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The tonnage of coal recorded as exported during the month 
was 3,427,000 tons, and 1,067,000 tons were shipped ag 
bunkers on foreign-going steamers. The values of the 
exports of articles wholly or mainly manufactured in the 
United Kingdom show the following differences in Jyijy 
when compared with the values for the previous month:— 
iron and steel and manufactures thereof, £459,009 increage: 
other metals and manufactures thereof £184,00U increase 
machinery £268,000 increase, cotton yarns and textile 
fabrics £1,597,000 decrease, woollen yarns and textile 
fabrics £151,000 increase, other yarns and textile fabrics 
(except silk) £261,000 increase, and paper a decrease of 
£114,000. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise show ap 
increase of £890,000 in the value of dutiable food and 
drink, raw cocoa accounting for £165,000 of this amount 
cotfee for £424,000, sugar for £190,000, and tea for £60,000. 
The re-exports of raw cotion in July !were valued aj 
£635,000 more than in June, those of raw wool at £601,000 
less, and those of oil seeds, nuts, oils, gums, etc., at 
£255,000 less. 

TRADE FoR SEVEN Montus. 

The imports during the seven months ended 31st July 
1919, were valued at £108,678,000 more than those of the 
corresponding period a year earlier, food, drink, and 
tobacco accounting for an increase of £53,917,000, and ray 
materials and articles mainly unmanufactured for ap 
increase of £73,316,000, while the value of the imports of 
articles whoily or mainly manufactured decreased by 
£17,827,000. The import of grain and flour was less jn 
value by £17,806,000 than in the seven months of 1918, 
while the imports of dutiable food and drink increased by 
£45,247,000, raw cocoa contributing £6,142,000, coffee 


. £4,306,000, dried fruits £5,937,000, sugar £11,833,000, and 


wine £8.150,000 of the latter amount. The values of these 
articles are exclusive of import duty. In the class represent. 
ing raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured, 
wood and timber increased by £10,919,000, wool by 
£44,276,000, hides and undressed skins by £6,956,000, and 
rubber by £7,467,000. Among manuiactured articles 
leather shows an increase of £13,225,000 in the seven 
months, and chemicals, drugs, dyes and colours a decrease 
of £9,430,000. 

The exports of produce and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom during the seven months increased to the extent 
of £109,594,000 when compared with the corresponding 
figures for a year earlier. This amount is greater than the 
increase in the value of the net imports by £49,307,000. 
The most important increases were in the following groups: 
Food and drink other than cereals and meat (£6,323,00) 
increase), coal, coke and manufactured fuel (£19,173,00 
increase), iron and_ steel and manufactures thereof 
(£11,249,000 increase), machinery (£5,516,000 increase), 
cotton yarns and textile fabrics (£16,941,000 increase), 
woollen yarns and textile fabrics (£23,011,000 increase), 
and other yarns and textile fabrics (£4,136,000 increase). 

The value of exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
shows an increase of £48,392,000, comparing the two periods 
of seven months, the value for the current year being over 
three-and-a-half times greater than that for the first seven 
months of 1918. Food, drink and tobacco accounted for 
£19,170,000 of this increase, nearly one-half of this amount 
being in respect of meat, while raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured accounted for £23,804,000. — The 
following increases are included in the last-mentioned 
amount: raw cotton £3,434,000, wool £2,397,000, other 
textile materials £2,240,000, oil seeds, nuts, oils, ete. 
£3,803,000, hides and undressed skins £2,951,000, and 
rubber £2,491 ,000. 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 

The distribution of the foreign trade of the United King 
dom between foreign countries and British Possessions (with 
which Egypt has been included) in the half-years ended 
30th June, was as follows: — 


Re-exports 

Total Exports of of Foreig 

— Imports: U.K. & Colonil 

Produce. Merehat- 

dise. 

Six Months ended June, 1919 £1,C00’s —£1,000’s _— £1, 000' 

From or to Foreign Countries 455.135 246.928 — 54.sill 

From or to British Possessions 261.899 87,827 7,954 
Six Months ended June, 1914 

From or to all Foreign Countries 269.896 156,282 848 

From or to Foreign Countries (other 

than enemy countries) 228.629 129,880 40.53 

From or to British Possessions 106,487 99,176 6,798 


The figures respecting trade with foreign countries durim 
the first half of 1919 include imports to the value 
£3,438,000 from enemy countries and countries whit 
formerly belonged to Germany. The exports of produce a0 
manufactures of the United Kingdom to such counitrié 
amounted to £10,172,000, and the re-exports to £1,728, 000. 


Avaust 14, 19]9 
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The countries principally concerned were Turkey and former 


German possessions in the case of imports, and Germany 
and Turkey in the case of exports. 

The proportion of imports received from _ British 
Possessions in the six months of 1919 was 36 per cent., and 
compared with 28 per cent. in the first half of 1914. The 
omission from the figures for 1914 of the value of the trade 
with enemy countries gives 32 per cent. as the proportion 
from British Possessions. The exports being inclusive of 
supplies sent to our Allies, there was a decrease in the 
proportion of our exports sent to overseas portions of the 
empire. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLES. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cables, dated 6th August and 3lst July, from 
the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta: 

SEASON. 

Good rain throughout except in Assam, where fall has been 

local and more required. 
MARKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market continues irregular. 
Bioach, August, quoted 594 Rs. 
cutta Jute Market fairly steady. 
considerably quieter. 





Fully good 
Piece-goods steady. Cal- 
Hessians and sackings 


RaILWways. 

Reconnaissance Survey Jessore District (Bengal) Railway 
to Salkopa sanctioned. 

SUMMARY OF SEASON. 

Monsoon was late in reaching paris of Madras, Bombay, 
Deccan, United Provinces, Rajputana, and South and West 
Punjab, but it has recently been abundant and is now 
generally satisfactory throughout India. 

Crops. 

Despite some delay in agricultural operations in above 
areas, sowing of autumn crops is proceeding well. Young 
crops are flourishing and agricultural outlook good. 

PRICES. 

Prices are abnormally high everywhere and are still rising 
in Madras and Bengal, but are showing tendency to fall in 
Bombay, Central Provinces, and Bihar. Demand for Burma 
rice and Australian wheat is slackening. Economic situation 
poor in Madras and Bengal, but, generally speaking, whole 
country has shown remarkable staying power in spite of 
extraordinary high level of food prices. High wages, control 
of food grains supply, and provision of standard cloth, have 
helped to mitigate hardships due to high prices and failure 
of last year’s monsoon. 





THE COCONUT INDUSTRY ON THE 
WEST COAST OF MADRAS. 

The marked growth of the coconut industry on the west 
coast of Madras Presidency, and the great opportunity 
which presents itself at the present time for its exploitation 
ona large scale, are dealt with in the Industrial Handbook 
for 1919 of the Indian Munitions Board. 

In the year 1913-14 the principal exports from the chief 
— of the west coast of Southern India (Mangalore, 
fellicherry, Calicut, Cochin, and Alleppey) were the follow- 
ing : —- 


Value, thousands 











Article. of rupees. 
Products of the coconut : — 
NL © bniuiaaatciitinnnn vcnsniomnets 180,77 
CE titel sdniiinetanwnieiaabiied 103,48 
Se NE ccdensvececsspsevers 93,65 
IY, «<del oahcinakmicicaiiiis 377 ,90 
Value, thousands 
Article. of rupees 
Other products : — 
IS Scudetice Guentnedhanaasasannene 152,28 
I hi tiie aalcatieiat nts cx ualteian 64,83 
PD . scunsccbutinnscquiemenbeeiesa 51,70 
iio cain ile 39,28 
SEP IEE © shinacersessnpsvenns <nsuevess 15,01 
 - btniene sien Bua 323,10 


: ANNUAL Crop. 

lt is impossible at present to give any accurate statistics 
the area planted up with the coconut palm on the west 
fast. The crop is a permanent one, and no annual 
statistics of acreage are published by the Agricultural 
partment. It may safely be estimated, however, that 
lf-a-million acres are planted up with the tree and that 
dot less than 1,600 nuis per acre are a normal annual crop. 
€ total annual crop, therefore, may be estimated at not 
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less than 800 million nuts, worth at pre-war prices nearly 
four crores of rupees. — 
THe CENTRE OF THE TRADE. 


The tree can be grown inland up to an elevation of 
1,900 ft., but flourishes best near the sea. The west coast 
consists of a long narrow strip of land which is almost 
entirely cut off from the east by the Western Ghats. The 
raintall is extremely heavy and numerous streams and rivers 
flow down from these hills to the sea. Owing to their 
velocity they carry with them enormous quantities of 
organic and vegetable matter, and, as the result of this 
discharge over many hundreds of years, large low-lying 
strips of land have been gradually formed in the sea, and 
the lagoons and backwaters, which form an almost con- 
tinuous waterway from Trevandrum in the south to Calicut 
in the north, have come into existence. It is along the 
of these lagoons and backwaters and along the banks of the 
rivers that the coconut flourishes best and yields most 
abundantly. The long line of backwaters, moreover, has 
only one important outlet to the sea, namely, at Cochin, 
and British Cochin is accordingly the great market and port 
for al] products of the coconut. 

PRESENT STATE OF THE INDUSTRY. 

In localities such as those mentioned the palm grows 
with extraordinary luxuriance, but the cultivation is 
admittedly inefficient. There are no large plantations under 
European management, and the industry is almost entirely 
in the hands of small Indian cultivators. Overplanting is 
the commonest defect, but no attention has yet been paid 
to the selection of seed nuts with the object of increasing 
the copra content. In well-organised estates in the Straits 
Settlements, 4,000 nuts are said to produce one ton of copra, 
but on the west coast on the average not less than 7,000 
nuts are required to produce the same quantity. The Madras 
Agricultural Department has now taken up the study of 
the coconut and has opened four experimental stations 
where seed selection, methods of cultivation, and other ques- 
tions will be investigated. 

Corrs AND Coconut O1L Exports 

While the export of copra steadily increased from 125,000 
ewt., valued at KRs.18,76 lakhs in 1906-7 to 762,000 cwt., 
valued at Rs.155,46 lakhs in 1913-14, exports of coconut oil 
fluctuated and were no greater in 1912-14 than they had 
been in 1906-8. In the five years preceding the war 
Germany took nearly 73 per cent. of the exports of copra 
from the west coast but only 33 per cent. of the export of 
coconut oil. The predominant position occupied by German 
in general, and Hamburg in particular, in the edible oil 
seeds trade before the war is well known, and many reasons 
for this predominance are given in the evidence presented 
to the ‘“‘Committee on Edible and Oil-Producing Nuts,”’ 
which sat in the United Kingdom in 1915. 

True Corr Inpvustry. 

All the most famous coir yarns—Anjengo, Alapat, Ashta- 
mudi, Parur, and Vycombe—come from localities which are 
favourably situated in respect of tidal action, and large 
quantities of husks from northern districts where conditions 
are less favourable are sent to Anjengo and other southern 
places to be soaked, Yarns are named after the district o1 
village in which they were made, and are distinguished not 
only by colour, but also by their twist. Alapat and Anjengo 
are the most high-priced yarns, but Ashtamudi, Vycombe, 
Parur and Karua are also well known. All these yarns come 
from the neighbourhood of Alleppey or the districts further 
south. The speciality of Cochin is a thick roping yarn. 
Calicut yarns (Beypores, K.Ps. Parappanagadis, etc.) are, 
generally speaking: of inferior quality. 

Note —A British firm at Ernakulam is prepared to assist 
United Kingdom firms desiring to take part in the develop- 
ment of the above industry, or to represent them should they 
desire business connections in these regions. 








CANADA. 
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS. 


The ‘‘Canadian Association of British Manufacturers,”’ 
the formation of which was announced on page 721 of the 
‘‘Journal’”’ of 5th June, has now been fully constituted. It 
is proposed that membership shall be confined to British 
subjects, such as:— 

(a) British manufacturers and wholesale exporters from 
the United Kingdom. 

(b) Representatives and agents of British manufacturers 
and wholesale exporters from the United King- 
dom. 

By one of the bye-laws it is, however, intended to limit 
the membership of British manufacturers and wholesale 
exporters to such firms as are already represented in 
Canada: by a resident agent. 
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A copy of the Constitution and Bye-Laws of the Assovia- 
tion may be consulted by British firms interested on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 2 





NEW ZEALAND. 


RECENT PUBLIC WORKS LOANS. 

A proposal to borrow £300,000 for harbour improvemeats 
at New Plymouth, has been carried by a poll of the rate- 
payers affected. It is intended to construct harbour works 
and to purchase or erect tugs, dredges, cranes, and sheds. 

Among other loans recently sanctioned in the Dominion 
are :— 

£35,100, for additions and improvements in electric light 
and power for Invercargill. 

£15,000, for street improvements at Birkenhead. 

£6,000, for a sea-wall at the Northcote Wharf approach. 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


PROPOSED COMMISSION TO ORGANISE EXPORT 
TRADE. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister of 
Economic Affairs have addressed a letter to the King sub- 
mitting for approval a Bill to set up a Commission cf 
authorised representatives of industry, commerce, finance, 
and shipping, to determine what action should be jointly 
undertaken by the State and private enterprise to ensure, 
as far as possible, the advantageous disposal of Belgian 
products and to secure, for Belgian tirms, any resultant 
profits. 

It is stated that before the war the development of the 
Belgian export trade was hindered by inadequate commercial 
organisation, which made Belgian exporters dependent on 
foreign intermediaries for the disposal and transport of their 
products, and for credit arrangements, thus depriving the 
commercial community of an important share of the profits 
‘nvolved in the export trade and _ rendering commerce 
generally unstable. 














ITALY. 


COMMISSION TO DEVELOP FOREIGN TRADE. 


A Decree, published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ of the 
26th July, appoints an Interministerial Commission at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in connection with foreign trade 
policy. 

The objects of the Commission are : — 

(a) To examine the most efficient means for promoting 
and developing Italian trade abroad. 

(b) To study problems of railway and maritime transport 
as affecting not only exports but also emigration. 

(c) To draft instructions for commercial attachés and 
members of the diplomatic and consular services 
as regards foreign trade policy. 

(d) To consider the advisability of establishing new 
consulates and of any changes to be made in those 
already established in relation to foreign trade 
policy. 

(e) To consider the appointment of additional com- 
mercial attachés. 

(f) To co-ordinate the work of the various Ministries 
dealing with trade relations abroad. 

Both the Commission and the Committee attached to the 
Commission have the power to consult persons outside the 
State Administration, with special knowledge of industrial, 
commercial, and financial questions. 








LIST OF WAR CONTRABAND. 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale’? of the 23rd June contains a 
Decree of 29th March giving a list of War Contraband in 
substitution of that contained in the Decree of 8th 
November, 1917, which is now abrogated. The list is as 
follows : — 

Aviation apparatus of all descriptions, including aeroplanes, 
airships, balloons, and air-balloons of all sorts, separate 
parts and accessories, and all materials pertaining to 
aviation. 

Arms of all sorts, including hunting and sporting weapons, 
apparatus for containing or projecting liquefied or com- 
pressed gases, inflammable liquids, acids, or other methods 
of destruction capable of being used in war, and the 
separate parts. 

Armour plate. 

Armoured motor cars 
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Barbed wire and wire-cutting instruments. 

Camp equipment, material tor camp equipment, and the 
separate parts. 

Clothing and equipment of a military nature. 

Electrical material for military purposes and the separate 
parts. 

Gunpowders and explosives especially used in war. 

Lenses and field glasses. 

Gun carriages, ammunition and military wagons. 

Harness and fittings of a military character. 

Instruments and apparatus exclusively used for the manu. 
facture of munitions of war, or for the manufacture or 
repair of arms and military or naval material. 

Gases used in war. 

Guns and machine guns. 

Submarine mines and their separate parts. 

Projectiles, cases, cartridges, and shells of all descriptions 
and the separate parts. 

Rangefinders and their separate parts. 

Searchlights and their separate parts. 

Submarine sound signalling apparatus. 

Wireless telegraphy material. 

Torpedoes. 

Ships of war, including bgats and their separate parts which 
are specially used for a ship of war. 

All objects used for overland transport. 





NETHERLANDS. 
FACILITIES FOR MANUFACTURING GOODS IN 
BOND. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





THE HaGue. 


A Law which was passed on 7th June gives increased 
facilities for manufacturing and handling dutiable goods 
in bond in the Netherlands. 

It is stated in an explanatory memorandum appended 
io the Act, that the keen competition which the Nether. 
land export industry has to carry on to hold its own in the 
world market and to secure fresh outlets, is causing it to 
press even more strongly for exemption from import and 
excise duties for various raw materials which are worked 
up into products for export. 

For example, the clothing and chemical industries have 
requested exemption for dry goods, fragrant substances, 
oils, etc. As the raw materials not only undergo in these 
industries a process, but are entirely worked up, the exemp- 
tion asked for can only be granted by changing the factories 
and workshops into bonded warehouses, where foreign and 
Dutch raw materials can enter free of duty, be worked up, 
and re-exported ; whilst goods removed from them for home 
consumption will be assimilated for Customs purposes to 
foreign manufacturers (except where it is adequately proved 
that the raw material is of Dutch origin). 


TEXT oF THE ACT. 


Art. 1.—-To the rules of the taxation laws from which 
deviations may be allowed according to Article 1 of the Law 
of 14th April, 1870 (Staatsblad No. 61), shall also belong 
those rules respecting bonded warchouse traffic. 

Art. 2.—We reserve to ourselves the right to fix, in virtue 
of Article 1 of the said Law of 4th April, 1870, by means 
of a General Administrative Measure, provisions by which 
it shall be possible for imported goods to be worked up into 
other goods in bonded warehouses (entrepdts), or in or on 
localities and grounds to be assimilated to such bonded 
warehouses and which can be closed. 

Art. 3.—The entry of goods from the interior into 4 
bonded warehouse thus indicated, shall be assimilated to 
export to foreign countries as regards the writing off of 
repayment of duties. 

Art. 4.—The removal from such bonded warehouse 
goods, whether worked up or not worked up, and destined 
to remain in this country, shall be assimilated to importa- 
tion direct from abroad, as regards the imposition of duties. 

We, however, reserve to ourseives the right as regards 
goods dutiable according to weight, to cause the actual net 
weight ascertained on removal, to obtain as the basis for 
the imposition of duty; and as regards goods which are free 
from excise duty, but are dutiable according to measure, 
to cause no discount for leakage to be granted on me 
capacity of the casks. 

In the case of a difference in the amount of duty depend- 
ing on the origin of the goods, the highest duty shall be 
payable, unless measures have been taken to the satisfac 
tion of our Minister of Finance during the entry of tHe 
goods and the process of manufacture, in consequence 
which the origin can be determined officially. 

For goods of which the Dutch origin is adequately proved, 
the said Minister may permit deviation from the Hrs 
paragraph. 
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4it. 4.—Charges shall be made according to rules to be 
fixed by our atoresaid Minister, tor the supervision by 
Customs officers of the bonded warehouses. The amount shail 
be fixed in such a manner as to approximate as far as 
vossible the actual cost of supervision. 


SWEDEN. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
LEGISLATION. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








STOCKHOLM. 
The proceedings in the Riksdag during the past Session 
(January-June, 1919), include several measures affecting 
industry and commerce. One ot the most important was 
a Bill tor an eight hours’ normal day. 


K1icgHt Hovr Day. 

This Bill was passed in the Second Chamber, but re- 
jected in the First. When the Bill came up before the 
First Chamber, the Prime Minister announced that the 
Chamber would be dissolved if the Bill were rejected, and, 
as a result the First Chamber was dissolved on the 20th 
June. The Bill is to be reintroduced, possibly in amended 
form, at the extraordinary session which is announced to 
be held in August. 

The principal clause of the Bill runs as follows:—‘‘ A 
worker shall not be employed in work for a longer time, 
exclusive of intervals, than 83 hours out of the 24, or 48 
hours a week.’? A number of exceptions are made, the 
chief of which are in agriculture, forestry and shipping. 

NEW MINISTRIES. 

Three new Ministries have been created by a Law which 
reorganises certain Departments of Siate. There are a 
Ministry of Communications, a Social Department and a 
Ministry of Trade. The latter is to be concerned with 
trade, industry and shipping, which had hitherto ranged 
under the Ministry of Finance. The Ministry of War and 
Ministry of Marine are combined into one Ministry, called 
the “Defence Department.’’? This Law is to come into 
ferce in 1920, on a date to be fixed by Royal Decree. 

TAXATION. 

Various measures intended to provide increased State 
revenues were passed; for example, a Bill by which the 
postal fees were again raised (as from Ist July, 1919), a 
Bill imposing an excise duty on spirits sold retail, and a 
nunicipal tax on amusements. The inheritance tax and 
the gift tax were raised and the War Excess Profits Tax 
was prolonged. 

ControLt oF INpustTRY AND TRADE. 

The ‘‘ Right of Disposal Law,’’ under which the State 
Commissions hold their powers of embargo, etc., was pro- 
longed to the Ist March, 1920. The Conservatives opposed 
the prolongation but gave way after the Prime Minister had 
declared that he would consider this as a Cabinet question. 

House Rent. 

The House Rent Law was also prolonged, with an amend- 
ment providing that rent may be increased by 25 per cent. 
(instead of 15 per cent. as hitherto) without requiring the 
consent of the House Rent Committee. 

Copyricut Law. 

A Copyright Bill which was drawn up in view of Sweden’s 
accession to the revised Berne Convention of 1908 was 
passed. The principal changes made by this Law are (1) 
that the period of copyright which hitherto has been fifty 
years from the author’s death (for translation ten years 
after their publication) has been altered to thirty years 
after the death of the author or transiator; (2) that copy- 
right is granted for lectures, and mimic and cinemato- 
graphic works; and (3) that dramatisations without the 
author’s consent are prohibited. 


TRADE SECRETS. 

A Bill penalising the divulging by employees of trade 
secrets, and bribery for the purpose of trade competition, 
Was passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The number of Government Bills laid before the Riksdag 
this year was unusually large. Among those passed, and 
not mentioned above, were the following :—Laws regarding 
timber-floating, closing time for shops, business on the 
exchange (with the object of preventing undue speculation), 
new sanitation and epidemic diseases laws, a law permitting 
the manufacture of sulphite spirit for the purpose of con- 
sumption (hitherto only permitted for technical purposes), 
a new law with regard to the sale of light beer, new regu- 
lations with regard to workmen’s dwellings and cottage 
homes, and a Jay with regard to the reorganisation of the 
Foreign Office, | 
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ASIA. 


JAPAN. 


FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-MAY. 
(From H.M, Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 

The Japanese trade returns for the first five months of 
this year show that the adverse balance continues to in- 
crease, Imports amounted to 870,748,000 yen and exports 
to 673,547,000 yen. There was thus an import excess of 
197,201,000 yen. 

In imports, foodstuffs register a remarkable increase over 
the figures for the corresponding period of last year. Rice 
advanced by 63,677,000 yen to 74,869,000 yen, due to the 
domestic shortage. This came largely from Saigon. Sugar 
totalled 17,287,000 yen as against 5,728,000 yen; beans and 
peas increased from 9,584,000 yen to 15,160,000 yen. 

Among raw materials the chief advances were in cotton 
and rubber. Cotton rose from 270,892,000 yen to 315,855,000 
yen, and rubber from 4,687,000 yen to 9,745,000 yen. Wool 
decreased by over 3,000,000 yen, and hemp by about 
1,000,000 yen. Leather and pulp advanced slightly, and 
iron ingots and ore increased trom 16,676,000 yen to 
18,898,000 yen, but iron bars, rods ana plates dropped from 
97 534,000 yen to 58,486,000 yen. Paper and petroleum in- 
creased by 5,337,400 yen and 2,839,000 yen respectively. 
Machinery of all kinds showed an advance of over 16,000,600 
yen, the figures for this year being 36,243,000 yen. 

Exports. 

With regard to exports, refined sugar, rice and fired tea 
decreased by 1,852,000 yen, 1,622,000 yen and 1,358,000 yen 
respectively. Waste silk dropped by 9,603,000, and coal fell 
off slightly. Raw silk increased trom 154,328,000 yen to 
167,459,000 yen owing to the brisk American demand. 
Camphor advanced somewhat, cotton yarn fell away about 
10,000,000 yen, zine decreased by nearly 5,000,000 yen and 
copper by over 4,000,000 yen. The figure for cotton yarn was 
51,182,000 yen 

Manufactured goods were active; cotton hosiery increased 
from 5,401,000 yen to 8,114,000 yen, cotton tissues from 
77,787,000 yen to 117,380,000 yen, and woollen textiles from 
3,248,000 yen to 5,361,000 yen. Other increases were in 
leather goods (1,178,000 ven), lumber and hats; habutae, 
matches, laces, buttons and porcelain showed slight de- 


cCreares. 














LATIN AMERICA. 


~ BRAZIL. 


THE BAHIA COCOA CROP. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 








ILHEOs. 

The Bahia cocoa (cacao) crop for the twelve mouths ending 
30th April reached the total of 799,411 bags of 132 Ib., or 
47,108 tons. Shipments were made io exporting cities from 
the following zones :— 

To Rio de Janeiro, from Ilheos, 7,900 bags. 

To Bahia, from Cannavieries, 69,737; from Belmonte, 
91,834; from Santarem, 17,503; from Valenca, 1,438, 

To Bahia, from Porto Seguro, 2,314; from Rio de Contas, 
81.753; from Ilheos, 473,194; sundry, 53,738. 

The total crop shows a decrease of 15,101 bags against that 
ot the previous twelve months. It is difficult to account for 
this in view of the new areas of cocoa plantations which are 
constantly coming into bearing. The Temparao or first 
crop was exceptionally large, and as it ripened very quickly 
iuany planters were unable to collect and dry their produce 
with sufficient rapidity, the result being that portions of 
their crops were lost through the fruit becoming over- 
ripe. 

An increase of 52:7 per cent. is noted from the Rio de 
Contas district, where new land is being opened up, and 
further increases from that zone may be expected yearly. 
The chief zone, that of Ilheos, shows an increase of 1°85 per 
cent. only. It is calculated that some 15,000 bags of cocoa 
from the zone were shipped via Rio de Contas to Bahia 
owing to the bad state of the roads leading to the railway 
station on the railway running from Agua Preta to Ilheos, 


DISEASES. 


Thrips and Mosquilla have again attacked many planta 
tions in the zone, and caused a considerable reduction in 
the production of those estates which have been attacked 
badly. No effort is being made to prevent the spreading of 
the insects by either Government or grower, so that greater 
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damage may result to future crops through such indifference 
on the part of those interested. 
New’ MACHINERY. 

The drying station erected by the Federal Government 
at a cost of 100,000 milreis is now ready and should help 
considerably to improve the class of cocoa shipped. The 
machines erected are similar to those employed in the States 
of Rio, Sao Paulo, and Minas for the improving and 
sterilising of cereals. They are driven by electricity and con- 
sist of heavy iron drums strongly built in order to with- 
stand the pressure of the atmosphere, a vacuum system 
being employed. Smaller but similar machines are being 
erected in Belmonte and Cannavieries. 


EXPERIMENTAL STATION. 

The Federal Government are aiso in treaty with a local 
grower for the purchase of an estate which will be used as 
an experimental station for cacao growing, etc., model dry- 
ing trays, etc., are to be erected, and demonstrations and 
experiments made by the Director in charge. A well-known 
Swiss entomologist has been nominated as Director. 





PROSPECTS OF SUGAR CROP. 
(From the British Consul.) 
PERNAMBUCO. 


The suga: crop which has just finished has been an 
exceedingly good one, and is not yet entirely disposed of, 
the growers apparently waiting for still higher prices. 

The growing crop will probably be about 50 per cent. 
below the average. on account of the drought, which lasted 
for a period of over eight months, and from which this 
district has suffered enormously. Reports from the in- 
terior state that the pastures and plantations of sugar 
canes, which, in consequence of the present high prices, are 
much greater than in previous years, have shrivelled up. 
The canes on the billsides are a total loss, and those on the 
low-lying lands very poor. 

It is anticipated that prices will still advance considerably, 
and local planters rely on this to recoup themselves for the 
high price of labour, which, during the past planting season, 
was 80 per cent. higher than formerly. Notwithstanding 
the present high prices, it is feared that many of the 
planters will be ruined, owing to the large quantity of canes 
completely lost for want of rain. 

Since 3rd June there has been good and almost incessant 
rain, which should have the effect of greatly relieving the 
present distress in agricultural districts of Pernambuco and 
the neighbouring States. 


COLOMBIA. 


[IMPROVED FINANCIAL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 








Bocota. 

The financial position of Colombia (which was recently 
very serious) has now, owing principally to the high prices 
realised from an exceptionally good coffee crop, entireiy 
changed, and gold is flowing into the country in large 
quantities from the United States of America. 

This statement was made by the Minister of the Treasury 
in an interview, which appeared in the press. 

The importation of gold tends to raise the value of 
American drafts, which have been at a discount of some 15 
per cent. as compared with Colombian money, and 
Colombians are therefore receiving more currency for their 
produce, which is disposed of in terms of American dollars. 
Imports are at the sam» time increasing, the Customs 
receipts having risen from about 300,000 dollars in March 
to 631,000 dollars in May. Although no definite figures 
are available, it is anticipated that the other sources of 
revenue will similarly improve. The new Income-tax 1s 
officially estimated to produce one million dollars, but the 
Minister thinks it probable this figure may be considerably 
exceeded as soon as the necessary machinery for collection 
is in working order. 

The estimates for the year 1919-20 have already been pre- 
pared, and the Budget, which provides for considerable in- 
creases for public works, public instruction, and agricul- 
ture, is made to balance with a totai of nineteen million 
dollars. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that prospects in the 
immediate future are satisfactory, and, should no unfore- 
seen adverse factors intervene, a gradual improvement in 
the general conditions of the country may confidently be 
expected. It is to be hoped that British manufacturers may 
soon be in a position to take advantage of the increased 
purchasing power of Colombia, and regain markets which 
for some time past have been almost monopolised bv 
American exporters. 


$$$ ag —____— 
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CANADA. 


GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF ST. JOHN, N.B 
HARPOUR. 
(From the Imperial Trade Correspondent.). 
St. Joun, N.B. 

A Bill authorising the Government of Canada to take 
over the control and operation of the harbour of St. John 
through the medium of a Commission of three members, is 
before the Canadian House of Commons, This Bill has been 
approved by Parliament, and will become law when it has 
been accepted by the citizens of St. John. The local Board 
of Trade has placed itself on record as favouring the harbour 
commission scheme, 

Under this Act the city will receive 2,000,000 dols. for its 
harbour property. Of this amount 1,342,717 dols. repre- 
sents the present bonded indebtedness of the city on account 
of harbour works. The Harbour Commissioners will take 
over these bonds, pay the interest and the value as they 
mature; for the balance of the 2,000,000 dols., the commis- 
sioners will give to the city harbour debentures to the value 
of 657,282 dols., payable in 25 years. These debentures 
pay interest at 5 per cent. Under the terms of the Act, 
the Government becomes responsible for the payment of 
interest on the debentures should the Commissioners fail to 
pay the same. 

With respect to the matter of rates to be charged on ship- 
ping, the Hon. Minister of Marine has assured the public 
that the rates will be no higher than those charged at 
competing ports. ~ —_ 


BRAZIL. 


PORT DEVELOPMENTS AT ILHEOS AND BAHIA. 
(From the British Vice-c'onsul.) 














ILHEOs. 

The Port of Ilheos, in view of its growing importance, is 
having more attention paid to it by both Federal and State 
Governments. In Julv, 1918, a local Federal Collector was 
substituted by a Collector of Customs. Direct ship- 
ments can therefore be received of certain products, 
such as kerosene, etc., mixed cargoes not being yet possible 
owing to the lack of a Custom house buildings. In April last 
the use of the foreshore of the port for a term of twenty 
vears was granted to a Brazilian. 

Baia. 

A company has been formed in Bahia with a capital of 
800,000 milreis for the purpose of filling in the land and 
building a quay wall where ships receiving cocoa can come 
alongside, thus avoiding having to ship in lighters as at 
present. Warehouses are also to be built on the reclaimed 
land in order to store cocoa awaiting shipment. The sea 
frontage of the town wiil aiso be improved considerably. 

An agent to the Tort Authorities of Bahia has just 
been nominated in order to superintend the shipping and 
fiscalise the port. 





DENMARK. 
NEW CUSTOMS ORDER. 


(From H.M. Commercial Seerctary.) 
COPENHAGEN. 

Owing to the congestion at Copenhagen the Customs 
cannot continue to allow goods to lie uncleared in their 
warehouses at the convenience of the consignor or consignee 
for an indefinite period, and a new Customs Order has 
therefore been made. 

According to this, if the goods in future are noi cleared 
within one month, a fine of 20 ore per 100 kilos gross a day 
bevond the regular fee will be levied for the second month. 
If they are still uncleared during the second month, a fort- 
nignit’s notice will be given, at the end of which period 
all goods still left at the Custom House will be sold by 
auction at the owner’s risk, who will only be reimbursed 
the balance after deduction of all charges and expenses. 

As a further incentive to remove goods more rapidly, 190 
per cent. will be added to the old warehousing fees as from 
Ist July. 

These regulations do not apply to the Free Harbour 
(Bonded Warehouse Harbour), although the authorities of 
this harbour are pressing consignees to clear as soon a8 
possible. 

It is understood that these are temporary measures, and 
in paragraph 7 it is stated that : — 

“The Act can be partly or wholly repealed by Royal 
Decree when the Finance Department, after consulta- 
tion with the Customs Council, consider circumstances 
would justify its abolition.’’ 
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JAPAN,. 





SHIPBUILDING DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 

In view of the extensive shipping programme lately decided 
by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the company has increased 
the capital of the Yokohama Dock Company to 10,000,000 
yen with a view to providing building capacity for the vessels 
which they intend to construct. At the same time the 
Shipping Company have practically decided to establish a 
Marine and Fire Jnsurance Company largely in their own 
interests with a capital of 10,000,000 yen. 

The Osaka Shosen Kaisha manages a similar institution — 
the Osaka Marine Insurance Company. 

The shipbuilding programme of the N.Y.K. includes three 
freighters of 10,000 tons each, three passenger boats of 
90,000 gross tons each (the first in all probability to be built 
in England), two or three passenger boats of 6,000 tons, two 
vessels of the Suwa Maru type for European trade. The 
cost of this programme aggregates 90,000,000 ven, which is 
to be taken from the Reserve Fund. 

It is also proposed to utilise the balance of the Reserve 
Fund (100,000,000 yen) for building a further 500,000 tons 
of shipping at an average cost of 200 yen per ton. The 
whole programme is to be completed within three years 

PROPOSED HARBOUR EXTENSIONS AT 
YOKOHAMA. 

The municipal authorities of Yokohama have drafted a 
plan for the extension of the harbour. It is stated that 
outside the limits of the present breakwater a large harbour 
is to be constructed from Yommoku Nose toward the mouth 
of the Tsurumi River. The harbour within the existing 
breakwater will then be known as the inner harbour, and 
that between it and the new breakwater as the outer 
harbour. 

The measurements given for the inner harbour are 1,000 
isubo (1 tsubo = 4 sq. yards) in area, and the outer harbour 
will have an area of 4,000,000 tsubo. The report further 
states that the total cost of the proposed construction is 
estimated at 17,500,000 ven. 








KOUMANIA. 
NEW PILOTAGE DUES AT GALATZ AND 
BRAILA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign 
Ofice a copy of a despatch, dated 17th July, from His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Bucharest, stating that by a 
Decree dated 27th June new pilotage dues have been fixed 
for vessels entering and leaving the docks at Galatz and 
Braila. 

The dues are to be paid to the harbour masters at those 
ports, and are calculated on every ten tons of a ship’s net 
registered tonnage, as shown by the ship’s papers, and are 
applicable alike to sailing vessels and steamships. The dues 
are paid in full by each » Fa on her first entry into the docks, 
While on subsequent entries of the same ship in the course 
of a year a reduction of 10 per cent. is allowed. In case a 
ship employs the services of a tug, the dues for the tug are 
payable by the ship employing it. 

The following is & table of the new dues :— 

Ships up to 200 tons, 30 bani per 10 tons; ships of 201 to 
40 tons, 40 bani per 10 tons; ships of 401 to 600 tons, 50 
bani per 10 tons; ships of 601 to 800 tons, 60 bani per 10 
tons; ships of 801 to 1,000 tons, 70 bani per 10 tons; ships 
of over 1,000 tons, 80 bani per 10 tons. 


SERBIA. 
OPENING OF BELGRADE-SALONIKA SERVICE. 


A telegram has been received from the railway expert 
attached to the British Mission in Serbia, intimating that 
the Radja Viaduct was crossed by test load on 31st July, and 
that the railway communication between Belgrade and 
Salonica is now opened. It is also anticipated that the 
bridge over the River Save will be completed by the first 
week in September. 











SPAIN. 
PROPOSED PARIS-ALGECIRAS RAILWAY. 


In connection with the proposed construction of an electric 
tulway from Paris to Algeciras, a notice of which appeared 
 p. 420 of the ‘“‘Journal’’ of 31st March, a Royal Decree 
of the 8rd July announces that a supplementary credit of 
250 pesetas has been granted by the Ministry of Public 
orks for the purpose of surveying the line from Madrid to 
the French frontier. 
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Minerals and Metals. 


BRAZIL. 


COAL PRODUCTION AND IMPORTS. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 


The fact that Brazil in her Budget Law for the current 
year has considered her coal resources as of sufficient value 
to merit a heavy taxation being placed on foreign competing 
coal, has caused closer attention to be paid to this latent 
wealth, and an investigation of the principal fields was 
therefore of great necessity. 

The coal deposits of Brazil which are now being exploited 
with a fair amount of success are located in the States of 
Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catharina. 


THE CANDIOTA COALFIELD. 


The most interesting, and so far the least exploited, field 
in this State is the Candiota Coalfield. The extent of this 
deposit is very large, the first workings being found near 
the station of Candiota on the Rio Grande-Bagé Railway, 
and continuing with small intervals for some 50 kilometres 
beyond the station of Santa Rosa. The greater part of this 
field is being tapped by surface workings, but a small mine 
exists at Rio Negro which is being worked by adits, and 
at the Taruman Mine, near Candiota, a small shaft has been 
sunk which has already reached a depth of 30 meires. 


Cost oF PRopvUCTION. 


A favourable feature of this field is that the companies 
now working there are purely private enterprises and are 
run most economically, so much so that the actual cost of 
the coal at pit mouth is reckoned not to be more than eight 
to ten milreis per ton, 

Ratihway TRANSPORT. 


When it is remembered that railway freight to Rio Grande 
is only eight milreis per ton, it can be easily seen that, even 
recognising the inferior quality, an active competition must 
certainly be expected at all markets which can be easily 
reached from these mines. Up to the present the quantity 
which has been available at consuming markets has been 
immediately utilised, but the absolute dearth of wagons on 
this branch of the Chemins de Fer Auxiliare has prevented 
the mines from reaping a rich harvest during the war. With, 
however, a regular supply of transport, one cannot but 
believe that the surrounding districts will be supplied to a 
great extent from these sources. 


LABOUR. 


A fairly reasonable resident supply of labour is available 
over the whole district, and forty men were at one time 
working in the Taruman Mine. 


Output. 


The following figures were supplied by the owners of the 
estimated output of which their several workings were 
capable of attaining, having regard to their capital and 
supply of labour :— 








Tons per diem. 


Zaraumanm Mine, Camdiota ..........00.0.0.60-:.. 200 
ECR SMG Tins, COMMER 2... ..cc.ccccnscceess. 2U 
Santa Rosa Mines (two companies) ......... 80 
2i0 Negro Mines (two companies) .......... obits 100 


SAO JERONYMO COALFIELD. 


While the foregoing field has been worked on a modest 
and fairly businesslike scale, the exact opposite can be said 
of the mines in the course of exploitation in the Sao 
Jeronymo Coalfield. | 

This field is undoubtedly more favoured by nature in the 
question of communications, a short line being only necessary 
to carry the coal to the River Jacuhy at a point not more 
than 35 miles from the important consuming market of Porto 
Alegre. Unfortunately, however, so much has been made of 
the field that the three companies organised have been 
over-capitalised, and, in addition, have received consider- 
able financial assistance from the Federal Government. 

A portion of this very bed was, in the first instance, 
exploited with British capital when, in 1872, the first 
Brazilian coalmining company was formed in London. 

The output of one company last year was only 5,000 tons. 
However, a large quantity of machinery has been acquired 
in the United States which has now arrived at Rio Grande, 
and when erected it is estimated that the production will 
reach a minimum of 300 tons per diem. The greater part 
of the output to date has been from surface workings, but 
a shaft has now been completed of 140 metres in depth, and 
th2 construction of galleries in the layer of coal found at 
that depth is proceeding. 

For transport to Porto Alegre the company possesses its 
own fleet of tugs and lighters, which up to the present have 
transported the coal from all the mines of that district. 
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The output of another company averages 40 tons a day. | 
This company has recently sunk a shaft to some 50 metres. | BRITISH INDIA. 
The remaining company in Rio Grande do Sul has been | 
developed during the past two years to a surprising degree. | EXPORTS OF RAW JUTE AND GUNNY BAGS 


During 1917 it produced an average of 5,000 tons per month, 
which amount has now risen to an average of 300 tons per 
diem, and its output is increasing daily with the completion 
of further shafts. Three shafis exist, and all the output is 
at once disposed of on the market as far as it can be trans- 
ported. 

Santa CATHARINA MINES, 

At the Santa Catharina Mines two enterprises are in 
development. Both are hampered by the fact that they are 
obliged to construct railways to the coast of over 50 miles 
in length, and the ports of Imbituba and Laguna, to which 
such lines must lead, cannot take a vessel of a deeper draught 
than 10 feet. An analysis of the coai of one of these con- 
cerns compares verv favourably with the quality of the Rio 
Grande do Sul Mines. 

IMPORTS OF COAL. 


Of all imports into Brazil, the most important as regards 
both value and utility is coal, which, under the normal 
conditions ruling during the five years, 1909-13, prior to the 
war, accounted for 5°5 per cent. of the c.i.f. value of all 
imports, as compared with 4°8 per cent. for wheat fiour, next 
in importance. They reached their maximum of 2,262,000 
tons in 1913, but in 1914 they dropped to 1,540,126 tons in 
consequence of the financial crisis that followed the Balkan 
war during the first half of that year, and the joint effect 
of that crisis and of the outbreak of the great war during 
the second half. 

In consequence of the restrictions of imports from the 
United Kingdom imports had dropped to 1,029,486 tons by 
the close of 1916, and on the entry of the United States into 
the war, declined to 818,327 tons-in 1917, and in 1918 to 
637,486 tons, i.e., 28:2 per cent. of those of the last normal 
year, 1913. 

Since last December there has been a revival, imports for 
the last five months, December-April, averaging 79,529 per 
month, which if continued should give nearly a million tons 
for the whole of the current year. 

During the normal five years, 1909-13, cost at port of ship- 
ment and freight and insurance charges almost balanced, the 
exact proportions being 50-7 per cent. tor cost, and 49°3 per 
cent. for freight and insurance. 

In April, however, cost represented only 26°6 per cent. 
of the total c.i.f. value and freight, and insurance 73:4 per 
cent., as compared with 21-9 per cent. for cost and 78:1 
per cent. for freight and insurance (the maximum) for the 
month of October last. 

Whether imports will again attain the high-water mark 
of 1913 will depend, according to ‘‘Wileman’s Brazilian 
teview,”’ partly on the competition of native fuel (coal and 
firewood), but chiefly on the abatement of the excessive 
freight and insurance charges. The Brazilian Government 
hopes that by protection of the native mining industry a 
vood deal of the coal formerly imported may be done with- 
out, as undoubtedly it might, but only, states this authority, 
at the cost of handicapping industries for which coal is 
essential. 

ORIGIN oF Imports. 


12 months. 4 months. 


1919. p.c. 


12 months. 





1913. p.c. 1918. p.c. 
United Kingdom 1,927,387 85.0 152,267 23.9 53.089 16.3 
United States .....264,799 12.0 480,389 79.4 °65,112 81.5 
Oth _r 70,161 3.0 4.837 0.7 7,009 » Ay 
Total ...... 100.0 637 486 100.0 325.210 100.0 


2,262 3A7 





In 1913. 85 per cent. of all imports into Brazil came from 
the United Kingdom, and only 12 per cent. from the United 
States of America. In 1918 positions were reversed and only 
23-9 per cent. of imports were of British origin. whilst 
75:4 per cent. came from the United States of America. 

During the first four months of the current vear, in spite of 
the Armistice, the United Kingdom lost further ground, its 
coefficient receding to 16°3 per cent., whilst the United States 
of America accounted for 81:5 per cent. of Brazilian imports 
of coal. 

'Notr.—In view of mining developments in Brazil, United 
Kingdom manufacturers of mining machinery are invited 
to send by book post catalogues to the British Legation, Rio 
de Janeiro, and the British Consul, Porto Alegre.] 





The total arrivals of raw jute into Caleutia from the 
beginning of the present season (Ist July, 1918) to 21st June, 
1yLY, were :-- 

1917-18. 

Bales. 
4,609,836 


1916-17, 
Bales. 
9,270.57] 


1918-19. 
Bales. 
into Calcutta (by all routes) 4,212,662 
Into the mills situated out- 
side the Calcutta Trade 
block 2,830,065 3,523,052 3,017,193 
The total arrivals showed a decrease of 8 per cent. as com- 
pared with 1917-18, and of 20 per cent. as compared with 
1916-17. The tota] arrivals into the mills situated outside 
the Calcutta Trade block showed a decrease of 20 per cent, 
as compared with 1917-18, and of 6 per cent. as compared 
with 1916-17, 


Exports. 
The exports of raw jute by sea to foreign countries were 
in bales of 400 lb. each: — 
For week For week For week 


ending ending ending 

June 21, June 22, June 33, 

1919. 1918. 1917, 

Bales. Bales. Bales. 

Krom Calcutta and Chittagong 38,183 16,658 16,244 


The total exports of raw jute by sea to foreign countries 


oereee er eee eer eee eeee 


trom the beginning of the last season (Ist July, 1918) 
to 2ist June, 1919, were: — ) 
1918-19. 1917-18. 1916-17. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. 
front Calcutta and 
Chittagong 2.153.354 1,646,152 2,782,698 


The total exports of raw jute by sea to foreign countries 
from Caleutta and Chittagong showed an increase of 31 per 
cent. as compared with 1917-18, but a decrease of 23 per 
cent. as compared with 1916-17. The total exports of iaw 
jute from British India by sea to foreign countries during 
the month of May, 1919, were 159,958 bales of 400 Ib. each, as 
against 229,549 bales in the corresponding month of 1918, 
and 138.572 bales in the same month of 1914 (pre-war month), 
or a decrease of 30 per cent. as compared with 1918, but 
an inerease of 15 per cent. as compared with 1914. During 
the month the exports to the United Kingdom were 97,137 
hales of 400 Ib. each, in 1919, as against 126,778 bales in 
1918, and 33,465 bales in 1914 (pre-war month), and the 
experts to the United States of America were 13.048 bales 
of 400 lb. each, in 1919, as against 37.815 bales in 1918. and 
12,113 bales in 1914. 

GuUNNY BaGs snp CLOTH. 

The exports of gunny bags and gunny cloth by sea from 
Caleutta were :— 

For week 


For week For week 


ending ending ending 

June 21, June 22. June 23, 

1919. 1918. 1917. 
, on 6.243.850 11.033.000 12,349,730 
Gunny bags | =Tons .. =5,565  =7,865  =6,785 
Gunny cloth.  Yds..... 51,045,800 34,136,500 34,843,000 


The total exports of gunny bags and gunny cloth by sea 
from Calcutta from the beginning of January, were:— 
1919. 1918. 1917. 

183.869.162 329.922.731 310,966.093 

522,437,701 611.348.396 558,352,139 


Gunny bags. No. 
Gunny cloth. Yds. .. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


THE SOUTHERN COTTON ASSOCIATION. 

Members of the Board of Directors of the Southern 
Cotton Association have decided to organise a whirlwind 
campaign in each Southern State for informing the public 
aft its objects. Letters are to be addressed to governors. the 
conunissioners of agriculture, the presidents of bankers 
associations, farmers’ unions, and agricultural colleges, 1 
viting them to a mass meeting in each state capital. At 
these meetings committeemen of the Cotton Association will 
-et forth the purposes of their organisation, and ask the (0- 
operation of all the interests in the South. 

The Board has also decided to build warehouses large 
enough to hold a big proportion of the cotton crop in eae 
Southern State. In addition, they have authorised the 
employment of a general manager, to be second vice 
nresident of the Association, and the publication of an 
official paper. 

A suniighion has also been adopted to form a 400,000,000 
dols. corporation to market and finance domestic cotton 
within the United States. The chief service of this corpor® 
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TEXTILES —continued. 
tion, it is said, will be to finance tarmers who wish to hold 
their cotton for higher prices 

A greater reduction in acreage is advocated for 1920, and 
farmers are advised to plant their land largely in grain, 
and to use cotton only as a surplus crop. The Board hold 
that one of the duties of the corporation should be to finance 
holding at least a third of the normal crop. 








WOOLLEN MACHINERY STATISTICS. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 


Special attention is drawn in an oificial statement just 
made public to the increase in the amount of wool machinery 
in operation in the United States on Ist June, as compared 
with May. 

It is stated officially that the largest increase in active 
machinery was in the case of worsted combs, which show : 
gain of about ten per cent., while worsted spindles gained 
about five per cent., and wide looms seven per cent., com- 
pared with May. It is also stated that more machines were 
working on double shift than in any other month of the 
current year. 

In this connection it may be interesting to observe that 
machinery in operation Ist June of this year, by groups in 
percentages, was :— 

Per cent. 


SS RELIES PTET Oe 70°4 
ESS Te ae eer 73°4 
Carpet and rug looms ......... ......... 555 
I cd Ls . cupacuenh abeaenend 84°6 
CE  cencuanaw dna 24 Das 87-2 
I oecicscinesctidnasenmenmenes 84:8 
IE SIND: | cicnstinigadinionabniadeninnss 78:9 


Machines on Government orders were less than one per 
cent. in every group, except woollen spindles, where the 
percentage was shown at 1°l. 





LONG-STAPLE COTTON FOR TYRE 
MANUFACTURE. 
(From the Acting British Consul-General.) 
Boston. 

There appears to be a consensus of opinion among the 
representatives of the larger-tyre manufacturing companies 
in Boston that there is a distinct future ahead of the long 
staple cotton now being grown in the United States. 

Before the war Egyptian cotton was used exclusively in 
the manufacture of tyres, but war restrictions rendered it 
impossible to obtain this commodity in the quantities 
required, and the necessity for a supply grew so intense that 
the imitation of this grade of cotton started in Arizona and 
California, as well as along the Atlantic Coast, and several 
of the Southern States ranging from Virginia to Florida. 

At the present time only a small portion of the cotton- 
growing districts in the United States is given over to this 
production. Although it is.less suitable for use in tyre 
manufacture than the Egyptian cotton, it is estimated that 
75 per cent. of the tyre manufacturers in this country are 
now utilising it; but there seems to be a fairly general 
opinion that those manufaciurers, who cannot afford to allow 
their reputation to be affected, will probably return to the 
Egyptian cotton as soon as commercial conditions render it 
possible. 

There appears to be little difference in the price of the 
two cottons, the Egyptian produce being slightly more 
expensive. On the other hand, it should be realised that the 
growth of this cotton is being dealt with very thoroughly and 
systematically, and there is every probability that it will 
improve greatly in time, and may then, to some extent, at 
least, displace Egyptian cotton. 

The original raising of the cotton was from seeds dis- 
tributed by the Department of Agriculture about 1911 or 
1912, The results of the first crop were not satisfactory, 
but there has already been a marked improvement. It 
appears that about nine or ten thousand bales of Arizona 
cotton were produced in 1917, the same cotton having been 
grown in California since 1908 or 1909, producing about 
three-quarters of a bale per acre. The fibre of the Arizona 
cotton is longer and coarser than the Egyptian fibre, which 
is very flexible and slightly shorter, The cultivation of this 
plant is limited to comparatively small districts in the 
United States, where climatic and other conditions are 
somewhat similar to those in Egypt. It comes from small 
plantations along the South Altantic Coast from Virginia 
to a point in Northern Florida, and from Southern Cali- 
fornia and the Salt River Valley in Arizona. There is, how- 
ever, a very considerable growth of this cotton in Peru and 


Brazil. 
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Chemicals, Oils, Etc. 


EGY PT. 
PROSPECTS OF A PAPER-MAKING INDUSTRY. 


A Government Committee of Technical Advice on Printing 
in Egypt has issued a Report on the possibilities of manufac- 
turing paper in the country, and points out that the follow- 
ing raw materials exist in Egypt:—Rice straw, old cotton 
rags (mostly coloured), and waste paper. Several other 
materials which may eventually prove useful for paper- 
making are:—Papyrus, reeds (Bourdie, ete.j, megasse 
(sugar-cane refuse) 











Rice STRaw. 

Samples of Egyptian rice straw were sent to England by 
the Ministry of Vinance for testing and formed the subject 
of an Imperial Institute Report, dated 16th January, 1918. 

The results obtained confirmed those already recorded in 
the United States, and showed that the straw when treated 
by the soda process yielded pulp of good quality suitable for 
the manufacture of white paper. The straw could also serve 
for the production of strawboard and brown paper if treated 
by either the soda or lime processes. 

Rice is grown in very large quantities in Egypt, and a 
sufficient amount of straw‘at a low price would always be 
available to guarantee the continuous running of a paper- 
mill using rice straw as a raw material, The land annually 
put under rice in both Lower and Upper Egypt, on the 
average of the last fifteen years, is approximately 225,000 
feddans, and each feddan yields about one ton of straw. 

Papyrus (FROM THE SupDAN). 

The vield of cellulose from papyrus is about forty-eight 
per cent., and the material is easily bleached. Many experi- 
ments have been carried out, and it is estimated that a fair 
quality good white paper can be produced from it, but no 
practical tests on a commercial scale have yet been made. 
Papyrus, however, may eventually prove a useful raw 
material for papermaking. 

Reevs (Bovurpig, ETC.). 

Experiments with bourdie were made on behalf of the 
[Imperial Institute in March, 1918. The report, however, 
was not very favourable, for although bourdie can be treated 
very cheaply for the production of brown paper, the product 
is poor in comparison with paper made from ordinary straw. 
The pulp is only of moderate quality and difficult to bleach, 
and the yield is low. 

MEGASSE. 


This is the fibrous residue of the sugar-cane after the 
extraction of the juice, which is frequently assumed to be 
a suitable raw material for papermaking, but experiments 
with this end in view have been tried in Egypt, and have not 
proved commercially successful. In districts where coal is 
scarce it is more profitable to use megasse as fuel. 

From the above it will be seen that the important paper- 
making materials available in Egypt are rice straw, coloured 
cotton rags, and waste paper, none of which are suitable for 
making first-class papers, and their use would be limited 
to the manufacture of cheap papers, cardboards, and wrap- 
ping papers. Papyrus, reeds, and megasse may eventually 
be convertible into good white papers by new and improved 
methods, but meantime they could only be tiséd as additional 
inaterials for cardboard and wrapping papers. 

Ecyetian Paper IMPoRtTs. 

Summarising Egypt’s imports of paper, etc., the Commit- 
tee state that the average pre-war importation of writing and 
printing papers was 6,000 tons; packing paper, 11,500 tons, 
cardboards and strawboards, 2,500 tons; a total of 20,000 
tons. Assuming that a 50 per cent. yield of cellulose is 
obtained from rice straw on the average of all qualities of 
paper, 40,000 tons of straw would be equivalent to the 
quantity of paper imported. 

Further, about 3,000 tons of old rags and paper are ex- 
ported annually from Egypt, and the Ministry of Finance 
sends annually about 350 tons of waste paper to the Coast- 
ouards Administration at Alexandria for sale by auction. 
These 350 tons are at present sent to be pulped at a paper- 
mill in Alexandria, and are then converted into cheap 
wrapping paper and cardboard. 

The Committee are of opinion that, so far as quantity 
is concerned, Egypt could use all the product of a wmoderately- 
sized mill, but whether such a mil! could compete in price 
with imperted paper cannot at present be determined. 
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CHEMICALS, OILS, ETC.—continued. 


BRAZIL. 
OIL DISCOVERY NEAR ILHEOs. 


(From the British Vice-Consul.) 








ILHEOS. 

A deposit of petrolific asphalt has been discovered at 
Cururupe, eight kilometres south of the Port of Ilheos. The 
seam is about 30 feet in thickness, and the width up to the 
present has been verified up to nearly two miles. The seam 
descends from the sea shore at a decline of about 45 degrees. 
Distilling machines for the extraction of crude oil have been 
erected, but the work is now at a standstill pending the 
result of the analysis of samples sent to New York. The 
work up to the present has been financed by a Bahia mer- 
chant, but a syndicate is being formed in Rio de Janeiro, 
and the land surrounding the site experimented upon lias 
been purchased by the syndicate, so that operations on a 
farger scale will take place shortly. 


CHILE. 
POSITION OF NITRATE INDUSTRY. 


The position of the nitrate industry continues to be pre- 
carious, and there would appear to be no prospect of any 
recovery for many months to come. 

Exports are practically nil and stocks are mounting up, 
and it is difficult to understand the reason why so many 
factories, as there are, continue to produce. 

Although a large number of factories have stopped work- 
ing and others are only producing half their capacity, vet 
production monthly amounts to some 3,000,000 quintals. 
22-087 quintals go to the English ton.) 

Exports which amounted in normal times to 45—50,000,00U 
quintals, rose to over 60,000,000 quintals during the war. 

| STOCKS. 

Stocks on the Coast, on 3lst May last, amounted to 
31,000,000 quintals, and adding thereto the probable produc- 
tion of June, and allowing for small amount exported, they 
total some 34,000,000 quintals at end of June. If the 
present monthly production is continued, by the end of the 
year there will be somewhere near 50,000,000 quintals on the 
Coast, as there does not appear to be much likelihood of 
freights being available even if demand increased. 

Thus at the end of the year, unless many more factories 
close down, there will be stocks sufficient to supply 1 to 1} 
vears’ normal demand. 

Under the circumstances it is to be presumed that most 
of the factories now working will have to close down before 


long. 








BUSINESS CRISI1S. 


The above position has had the natural effect ot bringing 
about a very serious crisis—merchants refusing to take 
delivery of orders under any small pretext whatsoever. 

With the new Chilean Customs law, which compels mer- 
chandise in bond to be despatched within a certain limited 
time, under penalty of the merchandise being put up to 
public auction if it is not done, the banks are being com- 
pelled, in the interests of their clients, to despatch and 
warehouse the goods, otherwise the same merchants who 
have refused the goods would probably buy them through 
others at cheaper prices. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
EXPORTS OF DYESTUFES. 


The total dyes and dyestuffs exported from the United 
States of America during May showed a decrease as com- 
pared with the exports during May last vear, the value 
being 954,943 dols. as compared with 1,278,578 dols., accord- 
ing to figures issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. 

During the eleven month period ending with May, exports 
had a value of 16,473,019 dols. as compared with 15,244,771 
dols. exported during May last vear and 10,249,241 dols. 
exported during the same period the year before. 

Aniline dyes exported during May were valued at 585,970 
dols. as compared with exports of 626,204 dols. during May 
last year. During the eleven month period ending with 
May exports were valued at 9,325,287 dols. as compared with 
6,469,497 dols. during the same period last year. 

Tota! chemicals, drugs, dyes, and medicines exported dur- 
ing May were valued at 9,732,617 dols. as compared with 
13,086,270 dols. During the eleven month period ending with 
May, exports were valued at 135,785,933 dols. as compared 
with 165,365,629 dols. exported during the same period last 
year, and 168,786,802 dols. during the same period the vear 
before. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


CUSTOMS AND EXCISE PROVISIONS OF THE 
FINANCE ACT. 1919. 


With reference to the notice at page 617 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal”’ of the 8th May last, the following note 
shows the provisions of the Finance Act, 1919 (which re- 
ceived the Royal Assent on the 31st July) in so far as they 
relate to the Customs and Excise (i.e., Sections 1-13). In con- 
nection with the provisions relating to Imperial Preference 
(Section 8), the Order issued by the Board of Trade (and 
published in the ‘‘ London Gazette ’’ on the 8th August) re- 
garding the proportion of value resuiting from labour within 
the British Empire, and the Order relating to sugar and 
tobacco, are also reprinted. 














CONTINUATION OF Customs Duties ImMposep UNDER THE 
Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915. 

Section 1.—The following Duties of Customs, except the 
new import duties, imposed by Part 1 of the Finance (No. 2) 
Act, 1915, shall, subject as hereinafter provided, continue to 
be charged, levied, and paid until the lst August, 1920, and 
as regards the new import duties until the lst May, 1920, 
that is to say:— | 

Duty. Section of 
Finan:e 
(No. 2) Act, 
1915. 
Increased duty on tea (Is. per lb.) ... doit her l 
Additional duties on dried fruit (3s. 6d. per cwt.) 8 
Additional duty on motor spirit (3d. per gallon) 10 (1) 
New import duties (motor cars and cycles; acces- 

sories and component parts thereof; musical in- 

struments and accessories and component parts ; 

clocks,watches, and component parts; cinemato- 

graph films)... “ee wes - _ fs 12 


CONTINUATION OF ADDITIONAL Excise Duties on MEDICINE. 


Section 2.—The additional duties of excise imposed by 
Section 11 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915, upon medicine 
liable to duty shall continue to be charged, levied and paid 
until the lst August, 1920. 


INCREASE IN Spirit DetTIEs. 
Section 3 (1).—The Customs Duties on Spirits imported 
into Great Britain or Ireland are fixed as follows :— 


ORDINARY CUSTOMS DUTIES ON SP:RITS 


From May Ist, to | On and after 
a Se tem’ er Is‘, 1919. Septemter Ist, 1919. 











In Cask. |In Bottle.| In Cask. In Bottle. 





es. &. £ 8s. d.|\£ 6. d.'£ @ 7d. 
Foreve1y za‘lon computed 
at proof of— 


Brandy or rum... 210 4/211 4/212 10 21310 
Imitation rum or gen-. 
eva.. 210 57/211 5/21211/2B0 


Unsweetened — spirits) 
other than those al-| 
ready enumerated | 210 5/210 5/21211 2RU 

For every gallon of per-| 
fumed spirits .. 14 © 244 8 244 423)4 
For every gallon of liq-| ! 
ueurs, cordials, mixtures| 
and other preparations 
in bottle entered in such’ 
manner as to indicate 
that the strength is not! 
to be tested .. - —- 3 8 10 — 312 2 
Forevery gallon computed | | 
at proof of spirits of 
any description not 
heretofore mentioned, 
including naphtha and_| 
methylic alcohol puri-, | 
fied so as to be potable, | 
and mixtures and pre-, 
parations containing| | 
spirit .. - (210 57/21 5/212 11 213 0 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





ADDITIONAL CusTomMS DUTIES IN REsPEecT OF IMMATURE SPIRITS. 














Where the spirits | Where the Spirits 
have been have not heen 
warehoused for a | warehouscd, or have 
——— period of I'wo Years} been warehoused 
and less than for a period of 
Three Years. | ss than Two Years. 
s.f d. s. d, 
Forevery gallon computed | 
at proot of spirits of any 
description except per- 
fumed spirits .. + 1 0 1 6 
For every gallon of liq- 
ueurs, cordials, mix- 
tures, and other prepar- 
ations entered in such 
manner as to indicate 
that the strength is not | 
to be tested .. - 1 4 | 2 0 
For every gallon of per- | 
fumed spirits .. ‘< . % 2 3s 





Section 3 (2).—The Excise Duty on spirits distilled in 
Great Britain or Ireland is increased, as from lst May, 1919. 
to £2 10s. per proof gallon. In addition, immature spirits 
pay additional Excise Duty, of ls. per proof gallon where 
the spirits have been warehoused for a period of two years 
and less than three years, and Is. €d. where the spirits have 
not been warehoused or have been warehoused for a period 
of less than two years, 

Any less quantity is charged in proportion. 

INCREASED Customs DuTIEs on BEER. 

Section 4.—The Customs Duties payable on beer imported 
into Great Britain or Ireland are increased, as from the lst 
May, 1919, to the following rates : — 

Beer of the descriptions called or similar to mum, spruce 
or black beer, or Beriin white beer, or other preparations, 
whether fermented or not fermented, of a similar character : 


s. d. 
For every 36 gallons of beer where the worts 
thereof are, or were before fermentation, of a 
specific gravity— 
Not exceeding 1,215 degrees 14 2 0 
Exceeding 1,215 degrees _ on 1610 5 
Every description of beer other than that speci- 
fied above—for every 36 gallons where the 
worts thereof were before fermentation of a 
specific gravity of 1,055 degrees 310 6 


The drawback allowed and paid on the exportation, ship- 
ment for use as stores, or removal to the Isle of Man of beer 
imported into Great Britain or Ireland, on which it is shown 
that the increased customs duty charged by this Act has been 
paid, is fixed as follows, calculated according to the original 
gravity thereof (that is to say) :— 

£s. d. 
For every 36 gallons of an original gravity of 

1,055 degrees ws ia we san 310 3 

In the case of beer which is of a gravity different from the 
gravity aforesaid, the duty or the drawback, as the casé may 
be, shall be varied proportionately. 


IncREASED Excise Duty on BEER. 

Section 5.—The Duty of Excise payable in respect of beer 
brewed in Great Britain or Ireland is increased as from the 
Ist May, 1919, to £3 10s. for every 36 gallons of worts of a 
specific gravity of 1,055 degrees, and the drawback of excise 
allowed and paid in respect of beer exported from Great 
Britain or Ireland, as merchandise or for use as ship’s stores, 
in respect of beer on which it is shown that the increased 
excise duty charged by this Act has been paid is fixed as 
follows, calculated according to the original gravity thereof 
(that is to say) :— 





£ os. d. 

Kor every 36 gallons of beer of an original 

gravity of 1,055 degrees - pe wa 310 3 
and so, as to both duty and drawback, in proportion for any 
difference in quantity and gravity. 

Section 6.—Provides for an increase as from Ist October, 
1919, in the duties on licences to be taken out annually by 
brewers of beer other than brewers for sale. 


ALTERATIONS OF ENTERTAINMENT Duty. 

Section 7.—-Provides for an alteration, as from the lst 
October, 1919, of the Entertainment Tax. The present tax 
of twopence where price of admission exceeds 4d. and does 
not exceed 7d., is to be replaced by a tax of: 

11d.— Where the price of admission exceeds 4d. and does 
not exceed 44d., and 

2d.—Where the price exceeds 44d. and does not exczed 
7d. 


A 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


continued. 





IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 


Section &.—Relates to Imperial Preference. See special 
notice below. 

Repuces Excise Dutigs. 
_ Se ‘-—On and after the Ist September, 1919, the 
Excise Duties payable on tobacco, sugar, glucose, suecharine 
and chicory are to be reduced by one-sixth. 


Section &. 


MobiFicaT1ions oF DRAWBACKS. 


Section 10.—Where the duty of Customs or Excise on any 
chicory, coffee, tobacco or molasses, or in respect of the 
material from which any molasses is produced, is payable 
under this Act at a reduced rate, any drawback or allowance 
payable in respect thereof shall be reduced to an amount 
bearing to such drawback or allowance the same proportion 
as the rate payable under this Act bears to the full rate or 
the former rate (as the case may be). 


SPIRITS IN MeEpIcAL PREPARATIONS, ETC. 


Section 11.—Section 4 of the Finance Act, 1918 (which 
provides tor the reduction and allowance of duty in respect 
of spirits used in medical preparations or for scientifie pur- 
poses), shall apply to the duties on spirits imposed by this 
Act as it applies to duties on spirits imposed by that Act as 
though it were herein set out and expressly made applicable 
thereto, with the substitution for the sums specified in that 
section as the amount of reduction of duty or repayment of 
duty of such sums as will reduce the amount of duty payable 
under this Act to the amount of duty which was payable im- 
mediately before the increase of duties on spirits provided 
for by the Finance Act, 1918. 

Repeat or Excise Duties on Motor Spirit anp Motor 

Sprrit Licence Duties. 


Section 12.—(1) As from the lst May, 1919, the Excise 
Duties on motor spirit made in Great Britain or Ireland, 
and on the licence to be taken out annually by a manufacturer 


of motor spirit, cease to be chargeable. 


(2) As from the 17th May, 1919, Sections 15 and 16 
of the Finance Act, 1916, which relates to motor spirit 
licence duty, cease to have effect. 

Nothing in this sub-section shall affect the right of any 
person to obtain a repayment of duty under the said Section 
15 if he claims repayment before the 1/th August, 1919. 

RESTRICTION ON DELIVERY OF Goops FROM Bonp. 

Under Section 13, the powers o1 the Treasury under 
Section 15 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915 (which related to 
the restriction on the delivery of goods from bond, and was 
limited to the ‘‘continuance of the present war and for a 
period of twelve months thereafter’’), are to be exercisable 
without any limit of time. 





IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 


Section 8 of the Finance Act, 1919 (which received the 
Royal Assent on 3lst July), provides as follows :— 

“8.—(1) With a view to conferring a preference in the 
case of Empire products, the duties of customs on the goods 
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act [see below] shall 
on and after the dates provided for in that Schedule, be 
charged at the reduced rates (hereinafter referred to as 
‘‘preferential rates’’) shown in the second column of that 
schedule, where the goods are shown to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioners of Customs and Excise to have been 
consigned from and grown, produced or manufactured in 
the British Empire. 

‘‘For the purposes of this section—- 

‘‘*The British Empire’ means any of His Majesty’s 
dominions outside Great Britain and Ireland, and 
any territories under His Majesty’s protection, and 
includes India: 

‘‘Provided that where any territory becomes a 
territory under His Majesty’s protection, or is a 
territory in respect of which a mandate of the 
League of Nations is exercised by the Government 
of any part of His Majesty’s dominions, His 
Majesty may by Order-in-Council direct that that 
territory shall be included within the definition of 
the British Empire for the purposes of this section, 
and this section shall have effect accordingly. 

‘‘Goods shall not be deemed to have been manufactured 
in the British Empire as aforesaid unless such pro- 
portion of their value as is prescribed by regulations 
made by the Board of Trade is the result of labour 
within the British Empire. 

‘© (2) Where the Board of Trade is satisfied as respects 
any class of goods to which the preferential rates apply 
that those articles are to a considerable extent manufactured 
in the British Empire from material which is not wholly 
grown or produced in the Empire, the Board may by order 
direct that the preferential rate shall be charged only in 
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CHEMICALS, OILS, ETC.—continued. 


BRAZIL. 


OIL DISCOVERY NEAR ILHEOs. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 








ILHEOS. 

A deposit of petrolific asphalt has been discovered at 
Cururupe, eight kilometres south of the Port of Ilheos. The 
seam is about 30 feet in thickness, and the width up to the 
present has been verified up to nearly two miles. The seam 
descends from the sea shore at a decline of about 45 degrees. 
Distilling machines for the extraction of crude oil have been 
erected, but the work is now at a standstill pending the 
result of the analysis of samples sent to New York. The 
work up to the present has been financed by a Bahia mer- 
chant, but a syndicate is being formed in Rio de Janeiro, 
and the land surrounding the site experimented upon lias 
been purchased by the syndicate, so that operations on a 
larger scale will take place shortly. 


CHILE. 
POSITION OF NITRATE INDUSTRY. 


The position of the nitrate industry continues to be pre- 
carious, and there would appear te be no prospect of any 
recovery for many months to come. 

Exports are practically nil and stocks are mounting up, 
and it is difficult to understand the reason why so many 
factories, as there are, continue to produce. 

Although a large number of factories have stopped work- 
ing and others are only producing half their capacity, vet 
production monthly amounts to some 3,000,000 quintals. 
(22-087 quintals go to the English ton.) 

Exports which amounted in normal times to 45—50,000,000 
quintals, rose to ove: 60,000,000 quintals during the war. 

| STOCKS. 

Stocks on the Coast, on 3lst May last, amounted to 
31,000,000 quintals, and adding thereto the probable produc- 
tion of J une, and allowing for small amount exported, they 
total some 34,000,000 quintals at end of June. lf the 
present monthly production is continued, by the end of the 
year there will be somewhere near 50,000, ‘000 quintals on the 
Coast, as there does not appear to be much likelihood of 
freights being available even if demand increased. 

Thus at the end of the year, unless many more factories 
close down, there will be stocks sufficient to supply 1 to 1} 
years’ normal demand. 

Under the circumstances it is to be presumed that most 
of the factories now working will have to close down before 
long. 








BUSINESS CRISIS. 


The above position has had the natural effect ot bringing 
about a very serious crisis—merchants refusing to take 
delivery of orders under any small pretext whatsoever. 

With the new Chilean Customs law, which compels mer- 
chandise in bond to be despatched within a certain limited 
time, under penalty of the merchandise being put up to 
public auction if it is not done, the banks are being com- 
pelled, in the interests of their clients, to despatch and 
warehouse the goods, otherwise the same merchants who 
have refused the goods would probably buy them through 
others at cheaper prices. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


EXPORTS OF DYESTUFES. 

The total dyes and dyestuffs exported from the United 
States of America during May showed a decrease as com- 
pared with the exports during May last year, the value 
being 954,943 dols. as compared w ith 1,278,578 dols., accord- 
ing to figures issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. 

During the eleven month period ending with May, exports 
had a value of 16,473,019 dols. as compared with 15,244,771 
dols. exported during May last year and 10,249, 241 dols. 
exported during the same period the year before. 

Aniline dyes exported during May were valued at 585,970 
dols. as compared with exports of 626,204 dols. during May 
last year. During the eleven month period ending with 
May exports were valued at 9,325,287 dols. as compared with 
6,469,497 dols. during the same period last year. 

Total chemicals, drugs, dyes, and medicines exported dur- 
ing May were valued at 9,732,617 dols. as compared with 
13,086,270 dols. During the eleven month period ending with 
May, exports were valued at 135,785,933 dols. as compared 
with 165, 365,629 dols. exported during the same period last 
year, and 168, 786,802 dols. during the same period the vear 
before. 








ws 
—— 








Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


CUSTOMS AND EXCISE PROVISIONS OF THE 
FINANCE ACT, 1919. 

With reference to the notice at page 617 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal” of the 8th May last, the following note 
shows the provisions of the Finance Act, 1919 (which re- 
ceived the Royal Assent on the 3lst July) in so far as they 
relate to the Customs and Excise (7.e., Sections 1-13). In con- 
nection with the provisions relating to Imperial Preference 
(Section 8), the Order issued by the Board of Trade (and 
published in the ‘‘ London Gazette ’’ on the 8th August) re- 














garding the proportion of value resuiting from labour within 


the British Empire, and the Order relating to sugar and 
tobacco, are also reprinted. 


CONTINUATION OF Customs DutTiEs ImMPposep UNDER THE 
Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915. 


Section 1.—The following Duties of Customs, except the 
new import duties, imposed by Part 1 of the Finance (No. 2) 
Act, 1915, shall, subject as hereinafter provided, continue to 
be charged, lev ied, and paid until the lst August, 1920, and 
as regards the new import duties until the Ist May, 1920, 
that is to say:— 


Duty. Section of 
Finan:e 
(No. 2) Act, 
1915. 
Increased duty on tea (Is. per lb.) ... l 
Additional duties on dried fruit (3s. 6d. per cwt. y 8 


Additional duty on motor spirit (3d. per gallon) 10 (1) 
New import duties (motor cars and cycles; acces- 
sories and component parts thereof; musical in- 
struments and accessories and component parts ; 
clocks,watches, and component parts; cinemato- 
graph films)... ian a _ wn “ 12 


CONTINUATION OF ADDITIONAL Excise DutiEs ON MEDICINE. 

Section 2.—The additional duties of excise imposed by 
Section 11 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915, upon medicine 
liable to duty shall continue to be charged, levied and paid 
until the lst August, 1920. 


INCREASE IN SPIRIT DvetTIEs. 


Section 3 (1).—The Customs Duties on Spirits imported 
into Great Britain or Ireland are fixed as follows :— 


ORDINARY CUSTOMS DUTIES ON SP.RITS 


On and after 
Septemler Ist, 1919. 


— 


From May Ist, to 
wae Se otem'er Is‘, 1919. 
In Cask. {In Bottle. 


£ s. d. £ s. d. | 











| In Cask. In Bottle. 











£86. d.i'£ es. d. 
For every ga‘lon computed 
at proof of— 


Brandy or rum..... 210 4/211 4/212 10 2110 
Imitation rum or gen- 
eva. (210 51/211 51/212 11/;2183U 


UC nsweete ne dd spirits 
other than those al-' 


ready enumerated | 210 5/210 5/21211 2120 
For every gallon of per- 
fumed spirits .. 14 0 2/24 1 254 42,4 5 2 


For every gallon of liq-| 
ueurs, cordials, mixtures 
and other preparations 
in bottle entered in such) 
manner as to indicate | 
that the strength is not! 
to be tested .. -- 3s 8 10 — | 3 12 

Forevery gallon computed | 
at proof of spirits of 
any description not 
heretofore mentioned, 
including naphtha and. 
methylic alcohol puri- 
fied so as to b2 potable,’ 
and mixtures and pre- 
parations containing) 
spirit .. o* -.| 2 10 
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ADDITIONAL CusToMS DUTIES IN RESPECT OF IMMATURE SPIRITS. 





Where the spirits | Where the Spirits 
have been have not been 
warehoused for a warehouscd, or have 
period of 'I'wo Years! been warehouse d 
| and less than for a period of 
| Three Years. | ssthan Twe Years. 





s.ff d. s. d. 
Forevery gallon computed 
at proof of spirits of any 
description except per- 
fumed spirits .. ps 
For every gallon of liq- 
ueurs, cordials, mix- 
tures, and other prepar- 
ations entered in such 
manner as to indicate 
that the strength is not | 
to be tested .. si 1 4 | 2 0 
For every gallon of per- 
fumed spirits .. - 1 7 3 3 





Section 3 (2).—The Excise Duty on spirits distilled in 
Great Britain or Ireland is increased, as from Ist May, 1919, 
to £2 10s. per proof gallon. In addition, immature spirits 
pay additional Excise Duty, of ls. per proof gallon where 
the spirits have been warehoused for a period of two years 
and less than three years, and Is. &d. where the spirits have 
not been warehoused or have been warehoused for a period 
of less than two years, 

Any less quantity is charged in proportion. 

INCREASED Customs Duties on BEER. 

Section 4.—The Customs Duties payable on beer imported 
into Great Britain or Ireland are increased, as from the lst 
May, 1919, to the following rates :— 

Beer of the descriptions called or similar to mum, spruce 
or black beer, or Berlin white beer, or other preparations, 
whether fermented or not fermented, of a similar character: 


s. d. 
For every 36 gallons of beer where the worts 
thereof are, or were before fermentation, of a 
specific gravity— 
Not exceeding 1,215 degrees 14 2 0 


Exceeding 1,215 degrees i me sie 16 10 35 
Every description of beer other than that speci- 
fied above—for every 36 gallons where the 
worts thereof were before fermentation of a 
specific gravity of 1,055 degrees ni 3.10 6 
The drawback allowed and paid on the exportation, ship- 
ment for use as stores, or removal to the Isle of Man of beer 
imported into Great Britain or Ireland, on which it is shown 
that the increased customs duty charged by this Act has been 
paid, is fixed as follows, calculated according to the original 
gravity thereof (that is to say) :— 
£s. d. 
For every 36 gallons of an original gravity of 
1,055 degrees xin v ae om 310 3 
In the case of beer which is of a gravity different from the 
gravity aforesaid, the duty or the drawback, as the case may 
be, shall be varied proportionately. 


IncREASED Excise Duty on BEER. 

Section 5.—The Duty of Excise payable in respect of beer 
brewed in Great Britain or Ireland is increased as from the 
Ist May, 1919, to £3 10s. for every 36 gallons of worts of a 
specific gravity of 1,055 degrees, and the drawback of excise 
allowed and paid in respect of beer exported from Great 
Britain or Ireland, as merchandise or for use as ship’s stores, 
in respect of beer on which it is shown that the increased 
excise duty charged by this Act has been paid is fixed as 
follows, calculated according to the original gravity thereof 
(that is to say) :— 

£ s. d. 





Kor every 36 gallons of beer of an original 
gravity of 1,055 degrees mo -— i 310 3 
and so, as to both duty and drawback, in proportion for any 
difference in quantity and gravity. 
Section 6.—Provides for an increase as from Ist October, 
1919, in the duties on licences to be taken out annually by 
brewers of beer other than brewers for sale. 


ALTERATIONS OF ENTERTAINMENT Duty. 

Section 7.--Provides for an alteration, as from the Ist 
October, 1919, of the Entertainment Tax. The present tax 
of twopence where price of admission exceeds 4d. and does 
not exceed 7d., is to be replaced by a tax of: 

14d.—Where the price of admission exceeds 4d. and does 
not exceed 44d., and 

2d.—Where the price exceeds 43d. and does not exczed 
7d 
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 
Section &.—Relates to Imperial Preference. See special 
netice below. 
Repucev Excise Dvutigs. 
On and after the Ist September, 1919, the 
Kxcise Duties payable on tobacco, sugar, glucose, suecharine 
and chicory are to be reduced by one-sixth. 


Neetion &, 


MopbiFICATIONS oF DRAWBACKS. 


Sectzon 10.—Where the duty of Customs or Excise on any 
chicory, coffee, tebacco or molasses, or in respect of the 
material from which any molasses is produced, is payable 
under this Act at a reduced rate, any drawback or allowance 
payable in respect thereof shall be reduced to an amount 
bearing to such drawback or allowance the same proportion 
as the rate payable under this Act bears to the full rate or 
the former rate (as the case may be). 

SPIRITS I~ MerpiIcaAL PREPARATIONS, ETC. 

Section 11.—Section 4 of the Finance Act, 1918 (which 
provides for the reduction and allowance of duty in respect 
of spirits used in medical preparations or for scientifie pur- 
poses), shall apply to the duties on spirits imposed by this 
Act as it applies to duties on spirits imposed by that Act as 
though it were herein set out and expressly made applicable 
thereto, with the substitution for the sums specified in that 
section as the amount of reduction of duty or repayment of 
duty of such sums as will reduce the amount of duty payable 
under this Act to the amount of duty which was payable im- 
mediately before the increase of duties on spirits provided 
for by the Finance Act, 1918. 


Repeat oF Excise Duties on Motor Spirit AND Motor 
Sptrit Licence DvutTIEs. 


Section 12.—(1) As from the lst May, 1919, the Excise 
Duties on motor spirit made in Great Britain or Ireland, 
and on the licence to be taken out annually by a manufacturer 
of motor spirit, cease to be chargeable. 

(2) As trom the 17th May, 1919, Sections 15 and 16 
of the Finance Act, 1916, which relates to motor spirit 
licence duty, cease to have effect. 

Nothing in this sub-section shall affect the right of any 
person to obtain a repayment of duiy under the said Section 
15 if he claims repayment before the 1/th August, 1919. 

RESTRICTION ON DELIVERY OF Goops FROM Bono. 

Under Section 13, the powers o1 the Treasury under 
Section 15 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915 (which related to 
the restriction on the delivery of goods from bond, and was 
limited to the ‘‘continuance of the present war and for a 
period of twelve months thereafter’’), are to be exercisable 
without any limit of time. 





IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 


Section 8 of the Finance Act, 1919 (which received the 
Royal Assent on 3lst July), provides as follows :— 

“3.—(1) With a view to conferring a preference in the 
case of Empire products, the duties of customs on the goods 
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act [see below] shall 
on and after the dates provided for in that Schedule, be 
charged at the reduced rates (hereinafter referred to as 
‘‘preferential rates’) shown in the second column of that 
schedule, where the goods are shown to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioners of Customs and Excise to have been 
consigned from and grown, produced or manufactured in 
the British Empire. 

‘‘For the purposes of this section—- 

‘‘‘The British Empire’ means any of His Majesty’s 
dominions outside Great Britain and Ireland, and 
any territories under His Majesty’s protection, and 
includes India: | 

‘‘Provided that where any territory becomes a 
territory under His Majesty’s protection, or is a 
territory in respect of which a mandate of the 
League of Nations is exercised by the Government 
of any part of His Majesty’s dominions, His 
Majesty may by Order-in-Council direct that that 
territory shall be included within the definition of 
the British Empire for the purposes of this section, 
and this section shall have effect accordingly. 

‘‘Goods shall not be deemed to have been manufactured 
in the British Empire as aforesaid unless such pro- 
portion of their value as is prescribed by regulations 
made by the Board of Trade is the result of labour 
within the British Empire. 

‘© (2) Where the Board of Trade is satisfied as respects 
any class of goods to which the preferential rates apply 
that those articles are to a considerable extent manufactured 
in the British Empire from material which is not wholly 
grown or produced in the Empire, the Board may by order 
direct that the preferential rate shall be charged only in 
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respect of such proportion of those goods as corresponds to 
the proportion of dutiable material used in their manufac- 
ture which is shown to have been grown or produced in the 
empire. 

‘++ (3) Where goods are manufactured in a bonded tactory 
in Great Britain or Ireland from dutiable material shown 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise to have been consigned from and grown or produced 
in the British Empire, the duty on the manufactured goods 
shall. to the extent to which they are shown to have been 
manufactured out of such material, be charged at the pre- 
ferential rate. 

‘© (4) Any Order-in-Council or regulations made under this 
section shall be laid before each House of Parliament forth- 
with, and, if an address is presented to His Majesty by 
either House of Parliament within the next subsequent 
twenty-one days on which that House has sat next after the 
Order or the regulations are laid before it, praying that 
the Order or regulations be annulled, His Majesty in 
Council may annul the Order or regulations, and the Order 
or regulations shali thencetorth be void, but without pre- 
judice to the validity ‘of anything previously done there- 
under.”’ 

The second Schedule to the Act is as follows : — 

‘‘PREFERENTIAL RATES. 


Goods. fate of Duty. 


TEE -dcctsisannentvonssetensoesan 
OT a cnscsconccsccvcsseocesees 
Currants — ......cccccccsseccveeees 
Dried or preserved fruit 

(within the meaning of 

s.8 of the Finance (No. 2)! Five-sixths of the full rate. 

RR, BE Ps -. ckscesevessseess . 
SUA —s_.. . nn occceeeecceceseeseere 
SD ksikniemenweennend uonns 
Molasses ..... Siihecnniibibeiiiao tit 
EEE civeneae- cbsnceesucvstn 
BO PIES. vccccciscveccesess 
Tobacco ......... soicadinsseneiiianinis 





Articles chargeable with the 
new import duties imposed 
by s.12 of the FT inance 


Oe eS | er Two-thirds of the full rate. 
Wine: 
Not exceeding 30 degrees 
of proot spirit ............ ws. SiXty per cent. of the full 
rate. 


Exceeding 30 degrees of 
RU GETEEED.. nscsscdvcvicosnevench Sixty-six and two-thirds 
‘cent. of the full rate. 


—< 


Sparkling wine in _ bottle 


(additional duty) ............ Seventy per cent. of the full 
rate. 
Stili wine in bottle (addi- 
SOME GID. accctesevsinsecccceccs Kitty per cent. of the full 
rate. 
PEE.“ cncusnccanddadesdiecrsenenseds Rates equivalent to the full 


rates as chargeable under 
this Act up to Ist Septem- 
ber, 1919. 

“The preferential rates shall be charged— 

‘“(a) in the case of tea, on and after the second day of 
June, nineteen hundred and nineteen ; 

‘‘(b) in the case of any other goods, on and after the 
first day of September, nineteen hundred and 
nineteen.” 

BOARD OF TRADE ORDERS UNDER SECTION 8 OF 
FINANCE ACT, 1919. 

The following Orders, dated 6th August, have been made 
by the Board of Trade in pursuance of Section 8 of the 
Finance Act, 1919, and published in the ‘‘London Gazette” 
on the 8th August, 1919:— 

SuGcar anp Tosacco ORDER. 

In pursuance of Section 8 of the Finance Act, 1919, the 
Board of Trade, being satisfied that Refined Sugar, Molasses, 
and Extracts from Sugar, and Manufactured Tobacco, are 
to a considerable extent manufactured in the British Empire 
from material not wholly grown or produced within the 
Empire, hereby order that the preferential rates of Customs 
duty shall, in the case of Refined Sugar, Molasses, and 
Extracts from Sugar, and Manufactured Tobacco, be charged 
only in respect of such proportion of those goods as Cor- 
responds to the proportion of dutiable material used in 
their manufacture which is shown to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise to have been grown 
or produced in the Empire. 
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Provortion OF VALUE RESULTING FROM LABOUR WITHIN THE 
BritisH EMPIRE. 


In pursuance of Section 8 of the Finance Act, 1919, the 
Board ot Trade hereby make the following regulations : — 

(1) Save as hereinafter provided, goods shall not be 
deemed for the purposes of Section 8 of the Finance 
Act, 1919, to have been manufactured in the British 
Empire unless at least 25 per cent. of their total value 
is the result of labour within the British Empire. 

(2) In the case of those classes of those goods in 
respect of which an Order has been made by the Board 
ot Trade under Section 8, Sub-Section (2) of the Finance 
Act, 1919, no part of the goods shall be deemed to have 
been manufactured in the British Empire unless a; 
least 5 per cent. of the total vaiue of the goods is the 
result of labour within the British Empire. 

(3) Where a number of separate articles are included 
in one parcel or shipment, each and every article shall 
be considered separately for the purpose of calculating 
the proportion of value due to labour within the 
Kmopire. 

(4) For the purposes of these regulations the total 
value of an article shall be its cost to the manufacturer 
at the factory or works, and shall include the value of 
containers and other forms of interior packing ordinarily 
sold with the article when it is sold retail, but shall not 
include the manufacturer’s or exporter’s profit or the 
cost of exterior packing, carriage to port, and other 
charges incidental to the export of the goods subsequent 
to their manufacture. 

(5) In calculating the proportion of value which is the 
result of labour within the British Empire, there may 
be included under the head of labour the cost to the 
manufacturer of any materials of purely Empire origin 
entering into the composition of the article (including 
the interior packing specified in Regulation (4) ), the 
cost of manufacture, including wages, proportion of 
fuel, supervision, and other factory expenses, and the 
cost of the labour of packing for retail sale. 

The following may not be included in the proportion of 
value which is the result of Empire labour, namely, any 
materials or interior packings not entirely of Empire origin, 
manutacturer’s profit, or the profit or remuneration of any 
trader, agent, broker, or other person dealing in the article 
in its finished condition, the expenses of placing’ the goods 
in outside packages for export, and the cost of such 
packages, transportation charges, insurance, and any other 
charges for services after the goods leave the place of pro- 
duction or manufacture. 

(6) Any question arising on the interpretation of 
these Regulations shall he referred to the Board of 
Trade, whose decision shall be final. 











AUSTRALIA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Department 
of Trade and Customs, Melbourne, copy of the following 
By-Laws, amending the lists of articles which are allowed 
entry into the Commonwealth at the rates of duty leviable 
upon recognised ‘“‘minor articles’? and ‘‘machine tools’ (as 
the case may be), viz. :— 





bs 


‘““NMItnor ARTICLES’? FoR USE IN THE MANUFACTURE OF GOODS 
WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.—By-Law No. 402. 


The following items are added : — 
Boots, shoes, and slippers— 

Fibre board or leather board used in the manufacture 
of shanks, toe puffs, stiffenings, etc. (provided 
security be given by the owner that it will be used 
only for the above purpose, and that evidence of 
such use will be given to the satisfaction of the 
Collector within six months after delivery by the 
Customs). 

The rate of duty leviable upon recognised ‘‘minor 
articles’? is as follows— 
Under the British Preferential Tariff—Free. 
Under the General Tariff—5 per cent. ad talorem, 
Macutne Toots ano Parts.—By-Law No. 403. 
The following items are added :— 
Yarns (for the manufacture of textiles only) and 
textiles— 

Backwashing machines, and all component parts there- 
of, except brushware and leatherware (but not the 
motive power, engine combination, or power con- 
nections, if any, when not integral parts of the 
exempt machine). 
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The rate of duty leviable upon recognised ‘‘machine tools‘ 
is as follows :— | ae 
Under the British Preferential Tariff—Free. 
Under the General Tariff—10 per cent. ad valorem. 
The operation of Customs By-Law No. 401, which deleted 
certain wooden heels trom the list ot recdgnised minor 
articles’? (see page 57 of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of 
0th July), is postponed till lst January, 1920. 


FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 


ABOLITION OF EXPORT LICENCE , 
REQUIREMENTS FOR GOODS IN TRANSIT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Belgian Arrété, dated the 14th July, and 
published in the ‘*Moniteur Belge’ for the 20th July, which 
provides that goods for which import licence 1s not required 
passing through Belgium in transit under a permit issued 
hy the Customs may be exported without export licence 
ormality. . 
3 ee is made in the case of goods the exportation 
and transit of which may be prohibited absolutely. . 

The exportation of goods from bonded warehouses 18 
similarly exempted from export licence formality, and may 
be effected under cover of a transit permit. 


COLOMBIA, 
CUSTOMS SURTAX ON SALT. 


Tne Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of a Colombian Decree (No. 
1154), dated the 5th June, which provides that :— 

Foreign salt which is imported through the ports of 
Buenaventura and Tumaco shall pay a duty of 3 centavos 
per kilogramme over and above the previously existing duty 
(2 centavos per kilogramme), 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


DECREE OF 30rnh MARCH, 1918: DETACHED 
PARTS OF AUTOMOBILES. 

With reference to the French Decree of the 30th March, 
1918, which imposed a duty of 70 per cent. ad vaiorem on 
“detached parts of automobiles,’’ except in the case of 
detached parts appertaining to automobiles of the weight. 
category 2,500 kilogrammes or more (see the notice at page 
513 of the ‘‘ Journal” for the 25th April, 1918), a recent 
circular of the French Customs Dept., No. 9232 of the 21st 
July, notifies that it has been decided that ball-bearings 
pneumatic tyres and valves therefor, mileage and speed- 
indicators, tachometers, electric light dynamos, self-starting 
apparatus, and belt-chains of leather, capable of being used 
in the construction of automobiles, are to be admitted at the 
duties applicable thereto under the Tariff (Nos. 533 or 533 
sept., 620, 535 bis., or 579, 634 ter., 524, 524 bis., or 488 of 
the Tariff, according to kind). 

For the application of the Decree of the 30th March, 1918, 
it has been ruled that the following articles are to be ranged 
anong ‘‘ parts of automobiles,’ viz. :—Shock-absorbers, 
engine crank shafts, change speed shafts, assemblings for 
chassis, consisting of longitudinal or cross bearers or of 
axles with plates furnished with hub_ spindles, lubri- 
cators, and ball races, assemblings comprising the en- 
gine, the clutch, the change speed gear, the ignition appara- 
tus or similar assemblings, driving shaft, coupling rods, 
steering bars, (a)burners or burner blow-pipes, balls for 
motor bearings, sparking plugs, spring hinges, carrying 
frames for chassis, bonnets, carburettors, crank cases for 
engines, articulated (jointed) chains, driving chains, change 
speed gear on hball-bearings, screw caps for hub spindles, 
chassis (longitudinal bearers, cross bearers, etc.), steer- 
ing control, brake lever, differential crown wheel for trans- 
mission, covers for change-speed boxes, covers for crank cases, 
cylinder covers, baffle plates and base of exhaust box, motor 
cylinders, transmission shafts for back wheels, differential 
gear, steering gear, clutches (cone, disk and spring clutch), 
change speed gears, driving gear, steering arms, axles, 
brakes, neck of wheels, axle lubricators, rims other than 
straight bars, suspension shackles, control levers, magnetos, 
engines, axle bosses, ball joints, pedals for céntrolling the 
brake and change speed gear glutch, differential pinions, 


Setanta 


























(a) Burners and burner blow-pipes and sparking plugs with 
parts of steatite, petroid, stecolith, porcelain, or other 
materials, must fol'ow the régime of Tariff No. 630 quater 
or quing., whichever be the higher duty. 
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motor pistons, water pumps, oil pumps, pack axles, radiators, 
oil reservoirs, petrol tanks, laminated springs, front and 
rear, for suspension, wheels of wood ur metal, planet wheels 
for differential gear, quadrant for steering wheels, brake 
clutch, piston rings, valve seating and valves for motors, 
brake pulley, transmissions, cardon tubes, tubes for back 
axles, exhaust pipes, fans for motors, crank shafis for 
motors, worms for transmission, steering wheels, engine fiy 
wheels. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


CONTROL OF THE IMPORTATION AND SALE OF 
POISONOUS SUBSTANCES. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a French Presidential Decree dated the 
16th July, and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for the 
380th July, which abrogates the Decree of 20th June, 1915, 
relating to the importation and sale of cocaine, morphine, 
and similar drugs in Indo-China, and lays down regulations 
governing the importation into, and the trade in poisonous 
substances in general within, the Colony, on the same lines 
as the regulations enforced in France by the Decree of the 
l4th September, 1916. 

The text (in French) of the present Decree may be con- 
sulted by British traders interested, on application, at the 
Knquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


ITALY. 
NEW IMPORT REGULATIONS. 


With reference to the notice at page 173 of last week’s 
issue of the ‘‘ Journal,’’ the following is a translation (in 
part) of the Italian Royal Decree of the 24th July, pub- 
iished in the ‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ for the 31st July, 
respecting the new régime of import restrictions :-— 

Article 1.—Subject to the provisions of Article 2, goods of 
foreign origin or shipped from foreign countries, as also 
goods from the Italian Colonies, may be freely imported into 
the Kingdom; thes ‘‘ Guinta Tecnica per gli Approvvigio- 
namenti ’’ established by the Decree ot the 26th May, 1918 
(No. 684) is suppressed, and the provisions of the Decree in 
question cease to be operative. 

Article 2.—The importation into the Kingdom of goods, 
of foreign origin or coming from foreign countries, of the 
isinds specified in the annexed Schedule ‘ A ”’ is prohibited, 
except as regards those destined directly for State Depart- 
ments or for the Consortia regularly constituted in accord- 
ance with Articie 3 of the Decree of the 29th August, 1918, 
No. 1261. 

The importation is also prohibited, on private account, 
of the goods specified in the annexed Schedule ‘“ B,”’ the 
provisioning of which is reserved for the State. 

The exportation and the importation of the goods con- 
trolled by the State will form the subject of special regula- 
tions. 

Article 3.—The Schedules referred to in the preceding 
Article may be modified by Decree of the Minister of Finance 
issued in concert with the Ministers of the Treasury, Indus- 
try, Commerce, and Labour and Agriculture, and after 
consultation with the Committee created by the Royal Decree 
of the 24th Nevember, 1914, No. 1303. 

Article 4.—The Minister of Finance after consultation 
with the Committee referred to in the preceding Article and 
also at the request of interested parties, may grant deroga- 
tions from the import prohibitions, either of a general nature 
for certain kinds of goods coming .from certain specified 
countries, or for global ‘‘ contingents.’’ 

Article 7.—Infringements of the provisions of the present 
Decree shall be punished with imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding three months and with a fine not exceeding 
5,006 lire, in addition to the confiscation of the merchandise, 
which penalty shall be determined by Decree of the Minister 
of Finance in consultation with the Minister of Justice. 

Article 8.—The present Decree will come into force on the 
day following its publication in ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale.”’ 


SCHEDULE ‘‘ A.”’ 











[The importation of the following goods is prohibited with 
the exception of those destined direct to State Departments 
ov Consorzi di Approvvigionamenti (Consortia for Supplies). 


Mineral Waters. Acetone. 

Spirits and Liqueurs. Perfumery and_ perfumed 

Fruit in syrup. soap. 

Mineral Water Salts. Raw and combed hemp. 

Sulphite, Bi-Sulphite and Yarns, piece-goods and other 
Metabisulphite of calcium, manufactures of flax, hemp 
potash and sodium. and jute. 
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Yarns, piece-goods and other 
manufactures of cotton. 
Yarns, piece-goods and other 
manufactures of wool aad 

hair. 

Cork, raw and wholly or 
partly manufactured. 

Ropes of esparto and similar 
fibres. 

Paper, cardboard, and manu- 
factures thereof. 

Gloves, saddles and other 
leather goods, excluding 
boots and shoes. 

Iron and steel, partly manu- 
factured. 

Iron and steel sheets, zinced, 
tinned or lead-coated, etc. 

Agricultural machinery and 
parts thereof. 

Gold, partly or wholly manu- 
factured. 

Gold watches. 

Railway carriages. 

Sulphur. 

Glass manufactures, ground. 
cut, gilt or silvered. 


Raisins. 
Copra. 
Ornamental feathers (raw 
and manufactured) and 


bed feathers. 
Worked sponges. 
‘“Mercerie,’’ including toys 
and cinematograph films 
(exposed). 
Hats and caps of all kinds. 
Wines and Vermouth. 
Essences and essential oils. 
Chocolate. 


Sulphate of Copper. 
Compound medicaments, 
Explosives. 


Klax, jute and vegetable 
fibres, combed. 

Wool, dyed, carded and 
shoddy. 


Artificial silk. 

Piece-goods and other manu- 
factures of silk. 

Furniture, frames and toys, 


implements, and _ other 
manufactures of wood not 
specified. 

Furriers’ wares. 

Copper cement. 

Iron and steel rails and 


sleepers for railways. 

Copper, brass and _ bronze, 
raw and partly manufac- 
tured, 

Rifles, pistols and revolvers. 

Silver manufactures. 

Tractors (carri trattori) and 
motor cars. 

Precious stones. 

Graphite manufactures, 

Bananas and other fresh 
fruits. 

Linseed. 

Bladders and casings (salted). 

Worked human hair. 

Manufactures of coral, ivory, 
mother o’ pearl, tortoise 
shell, horn and hoof. 

Fans. 

Pianos. 

Umbrellas 
thereof. 


and fittings 


ScHEeDuLe “‘ B.” 
[The importation of the following‘ goods is reserved to 


State Departments]: 

Motor spirit, heavy mineral 
oil and petroleum. 

Coffee and coffee substitutes. 

Sugar. 

Tea. 

Tobacco. 

Saccharine. 

Paraffin. 

Matches. 

Playing cards. 


Quicksilver. 

Electric incandescent lamps. 

Cereals, including rice, pulse, 
and flours thereof. 


Oats. 
Oilseeds. 
Meat (frozen, salted or 


tinned, and bacon). 
Condensed milk. 





MEXICO. 





REDUCTION OF EXPORT TAX ON CUT TOBACCO. 


In virtue of a Mexican Presidential Decree, dated the 3rd 





June, and published in the “Diario Oficial’? for the 7th 
June, the export duty on tobacco, shredded or cut (No. 234c 
of the Export Tariff), is reduced to 2 cents per kilog gross 
weight. 





NETHERLANDS. 


EXPORT PROHIBITIONS WITHDRAWN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at The 
Hague, to the effect that the prohibition on the exportation 
of peat litter and sulphuric acid from the Netherlands was 
withdrawn as from the 25th July. 


SWEDEN. 


FORMATION OF SUGAR IMPORT MONOPOLY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 136 
of the ‘‘Journal’’ for 24th July, the Board of Trade are in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information to the 
effect that the Swedish press of 29th July announced that 
the ‘‘Folkhushallnings Kommission,’’? on behalf of the 
Swedish Government, have granted to the ‘‘Svenska Socker- 
fabriks A/B”’ a monopoly, with certain restrictions, for the 
import of sugar into Sveden, from Ist August, 1919, to 31st 
October, 1920. 

According to Swedish press reports the July stocks of 
sugar will meet Swedish requirements until the 1919 pro- 
duction comes on the market. It is anticipated that this 
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year’s production of beet sugar in Sweden—an expected 
average harvest on a rather larger area than that of lag 
year—will be sufficient to meet most of Sweden’s require. 
ments. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


RELAXATION OF CONTROL OVER IMPORTS 
AND EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of further Rulings of the War Trade Board Section 
of the United States Department of State. The more im. 
portant of these, which in effect provide for a virtual de. 
control of imports into and exports from the United States 
are given hereunder. 


SpeciaL Export Licence No. RAC-77 AMENDED TO Covegp 
SHIPMENTS. TO GERMANY, AND TO MERGE CERTAIN Specraz 
Export Licences ALREADY IssvED. 

The War Trade Section of the Department of State an- 
nounces (Ruling 803, dated the 14th July) that Special Ex. 
port Licence RAC-77 granted through the Customs Service 
effective 15th May, 1919, has been extended and re-issyed. 
effective 14th July, 1919. Special Export Licence RAC-77 
as now amended authorises the exportation by freight or 
express, without individual licences, to the countries herein 
below mentioned, of all commodities whatsoever, except (1) 
arms, ammunition and explosives censigned to Mexico or 
China, (2) machinery or materials intended for the mann. 
facture of munitions, and radio or wireless apparatus con- 
signed to Mexico, and (3) wheat and wheat flour, the con. 
trol over the exportation of which has been invested in the 

Wheat Director. 

A. Any country in the Western hemisphere. 

B. Any country in Africa. 

C. Any country in Asia or Oceania, except Turkey-in- 

Asia. 

D. The following countries in Europe :— | 
The United Kingdom, France, Italy and that territory 
included in the line set out in Article 3 of the Military 
Clause of the Armistice Protocol of November 3rd, 1918, 
Belgium, Greece, Spain, Portugal, or their possessions 
in Europe, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, Serbia, Rou- 
mania, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Switzer- 
land, and Germany (including that territory on the left 
bank of the Rhine occupied by the forces of the Associa- 

ted Governments). 

The attention of exporters is called to the fact that, by 
virtue of the above-mentioned extension of Special Export 
Licence RAC-77, the following Special Export Licences have 
heen merged with Special Export Licence RAC-77 :—RAC- 
03, RAC-78, RAC-79, RAC-80, RAC-81, RAC-82. 

The attention of shippers is called to the fact that, as from 
July 14th, 1919, the special regulations governing ship- 
ments in transit through Holland are rescinded. 

Shipping arrangements made prior to July 14th, 1919 under 
any of the above-mentioned Special Export Licences will 
continue in full force and effect, but thereafter shipments 
coming within the provisions of RAC-77 may be made only 
under that licence. 

Exporters who desire to make shipments under Special 
Export Licence RAC-77 need only present their Shipper’s 
Export Declarations in triplicate to the Collectors of Cus 
toms at the ports of exit for endorsement to permit the 
shipments to proceed. 


PBI No. 37 AMENDED To Cover Imports FROM GERMANY. 

Ruling No. 804, dated the 14th July, provides that General 
Import Licence PBF No. 37 has been revised and extended, 
effective July 14th, 1919, so as to permit the free importa 
tion from Germany of all commodities except those hereit- 
after specifically mentioned. 

As now amended, General Import Licence PBF No. 3 
authorises the importation into the United States from all 
countries of the world, except Hungary and those parts 
of Russia under the control of the Bolshevik authorities, 
of ail commodities except those hereinafter enumerated, 
wit: 

1. The following foodstuffs :— 

(a) Sugar. 

(b) Wheat and wheat flour (the control over the 
importation of which is now vested in the 
Wheat Director). 

2. The following commodities, the importation of which 

continues to be controlled by reason of existing agreements: 
Pig tin, and all metal alloys containing tin, including 

tin drosses, tin oxides, solder drosses, type metals, antr 
friction metals, waste metals and other metals com 
taining tin, except tin plate and tin plate scrap. 

3. Salvarsan, neosalvarsan, arsphenamine, and all substr 
tutes therefor and equivalents thereof. 
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4, All commodities whatsoever which have been produced 
or manufactured in Hungary. 

5. The following commodities, the control of the im- 
portation of which by individual import licences is desirable: 

(a) Dyes and dyestuffs, including dve bases, crudes 
and intermediates. 4 

(4) Potash, . 

(c) All drugs and chemicals (except nitrate of soda). 

It should be noted that the foregoing paragraph 5, as now 
amended, provides that hereafter individual import licences 
will be required for all importations of drugs and chemicals 
{except nitrate of soda) from every source whatsoever. 

All applications for licences to import dyes or dyestuffs, 
including dye bases, crudes and intermediates, must be ac- 
companied by supplemental information sheets giving com- 
plete specifications ofthe character of the dyes or dyestuffs 
proposed to be imported. 

American consuls abroad have been instructed to issue cer- 
tificates of non-enemy origin before certifying invoices cover- 
ing shipments of potash, dyes or dyestuffs, or drugs or 
chemicals intended for importation into the United States. 

The prior rulings of the War Trade Board which required 
the purchase price of certain commodities permitted to be 
imported from Germany to be deposited with the American 
telief Administration have been rescinded, and such pur- 
chase prico may now be remitted in anv manner desired by 
the importer under the terms of the General Enemy Trade 
Licence. 

ALI ComMopitics Removep From THe Exvort 
CoNSERVATION List. 

Ruling SUS, dated the 14th July, announces that all com- 
modities have been removed from the Export Conservation 
List, effective July 14th, 1919. 

Particular attention is called te the fact that ihe regula- 
tions heretofore in force governing shipments of coal and 
coke to Scandinavia and Holland have been rescinded, and 
coal and coke may now be exported freely without individual 
licence under the terms of Special Export Licence RAC-77, 
as amended, eifective July 14th, 1919, to all the countries 
therein mentioned. 


REMOVED on TIN OreE anp TIN 
CONCENTRATES. 


Aut. RESTRICTIONS 


lc is turther announced (Ruling 806, dated the 14th July) 
that all shipments of tin ore and tin concentrates may be 
imported under the authority of General Import Licence 
PBY-37, thus eliminating the necessity of securing individual 
import licences to cover importations of these commodities. 

“To OrdER”’ SHIPMENTS. 

The War Trade Board Section of the Department of State 
announces (Ruling 809, dated I4th July) that henceforth 
consignments may be made ‘‘to order’’ under Special Export 
licences RAC-77 and RAC-42. Collectors of Customs have 
heen advised that it is no longer necessary for them to obtain 
the name ot the actual consignee in the country of destina- 
tion in permitting shipments to go forward under the afore- 
said Special Export Licences. 

Exporters desiring to consign ‘‘to order’? shipments which 
do not fall within the terms of the above-mentioned Special 
Export Licences may apply to the War ‘l'rade Board Section 
for individual export licences, showing on their applications, 
instead of the name of the consignee, the words ‘‘to order.’ 

The regulations herein set forth are im no way applicable 
to the various cases in which special consignment is required, 
as, for example :—— 

(1) Consignment to the American Relief Administration 
in Danzig for transhipment to Poland. 

_ (2) Consignment to the Commission Commerciale Czecho- 
Slovaque, Hamburg, for transhipment to Czecho-Slovakia. 

(3) All consignments to Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Esthonia. 

SVECTAL Exrort Licence No. RAC-42 ror Certain IN-TRANSIT 
SHIPMENTS AND ProcepurRE For Fining DocumMENTS WITH 
CoLLectors or Customs. 
lt is annonneed in Ruling 810 (dated I4th July) that 
the revision of the regulations under which shipments of 
vertain origin and destination ihe importation of which has 
been otherwise licensed, may be exported without an in- 
dividual export licence when the same are conveyed in transit 
through the territory or via any port of the United States. 
his Regulation, effective 14th July, 1919, extends the scope 
of Special Export Licence RAC-42, as hereinafter described. 
(1) Special Export Licence RAC-42 has been issued through 
the Customs Service and authorises the exportation of ship- 
ments of all commodities which are conveyed in transit 
through the territory or via a port of the United States, 
when originating in any foreign country and destined to 
amy country of the world; provided, however, that no ship- 
Ment destined to Eurepe shall be authorised under this 
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licence unless such shipment is consigned to Belgium, 
France, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, and that territory 
included in the line set out in Article 3 of the Military 
Clause of the Armistice Protocol of 3rd November, 1918, 
Portugal, Spain, or their possessions in Kurope, or Denmark, 
the Faroe Islands, Germany (including that territory on the 
leit bank of the Rhine occupied by the forces of the 
Associated Governments), Holland, Iceland, Norway, Rou- 
mania, Serbia, Sweden, or Switzerland. 

(2) In-transit shipments arriving in the United States by 
rail or vessel for export under RAC-42 may be consigned to 
the ultimate destination or to an agent in the United States 
for re-shipment, and if consigned to an agent, the railroad 
waybill or vessel’s manifest must designate the ultimate 
destination, and such notations shall be transcribed there- 
from to the carriers’ Customs manifest or copy of vessel’s 
manifest presented to the Collector of Customs. 

(3) Upon arrival of such in-transit shipments at a port 
of entry the railroad’s agent or the vessel’s agent shall 
present to the Collector of Customs a copy of the carriers’ 
Customs manifest, Form 7512, or a copy of the ship’s 
manifest or appropriate portion thereof, upon which shall 
he clearly noted the shipments which are in transit, This 
copy shall bear :— 

(a) The ultimate destination, in accordance with para- 
graph (2) herein. 
(b) The notation ‘Special Export Licence RAC-42.”’ 

(4) If the shipment is by rail, the Collector of Customs 
will, upon giving entry, allow the shipment to proceed to 
port of exit accompanied by the carriers’ manifest. The 
Collector of Customs at the port of exit will allow the goods 
to be exported under RAC-42. 

The attention of shippers is called to the fact that goods 
given entry into the United States as in-transit shipments 
may not be diverted for domestic consumption or re-consigned 
to a country of destination other than the one named on the 
entry documents described in paragraph (2), unless authority 
for so doing has been obtained from the War Trade Board 
Section. 

For the information of shippers, attention is drawn to 
Ruling 643, issued 14th March, 1919 (see page 490 of the 
‘Journal’ for the 10th April), announcing the issuance of 
General Import Licence PBF No. 35, This General Import 
Licence covers the importation into the United States, under 
such bond as may be prescribed by the United States Customs 
Service, of all commodities which are proposed to be shipped 
through the United States to any foreign country. 

SuiPpMENTS BY Main cnper Sprecran Licence RAC-52. 

The War Trade Board Section of the Department of State 
announces (in Ruling No. 811, dated the l4th July) the 
revision of Special Export Licence RAC-52, covering certain 
shipments to foreign countries by mail, effective 14th July, 
1919. 

(1) Special Export Licence RK AC-52 has been issued to the 
Post Office Department to permit any local postmaster to 
accept without individual export licence :— 

Shipments of all commodities, except wheat and wheat 
flour when destined to:— 

Any country in the Western Hemisphere or Africa. 

Any country in Asia or Oceania, except Turkey in Asia. 

The following countries in Europe: Belgium, France, 
Great Britain, Greece, Italy, and that territory 
included in the line set out in Article 3 of the 
Military Clause of the Armistice Protocol of 3rd 
November, 1918, Portugal, and Spain, their 
colonies, possessions, and protectorates; also Den- 
mark, the Faree Islands, Germany (including that 
territory on the left bank of the Rhine occupied 
by the forces of the Associated Governments), 
Holland, Iceland, Norway, Roumania, Serbia, 
Sweden, and Switzerland. 

(2) In making shipments under this special licence 
(RAC-52) it is not necessary to make any application for 
licence nor to present a licence of any kind to the postmaster. 
If the shipment is consigned to a consignee in any country 
named in paragraph (1), the package, in so far as the War 
Trade Board Section is concerned, need only be delivered 
to the postmaster with the following facts noted upon the 
wrapper : — 

L. “Shipped under Export Licence RAC-52.”’ 
2. List of contents. 

3. Name and address of shipper. 

4. Name and address of consignee. 

(Where a package bears a Customs tag or an invoice 
describing the contents, the list of contents need not he 
written upon the wrapper of the package.) 

(3) All shipments made under Special Export Licence 
RAC-52 must be made by mail and are subject to the 
regulations of the Post Office Department. Special atten- 
tion is called to the fact that at present parcel post service 
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between the United States and ceriain of the countries men- 
tioned in paragraph (1) has not yet been established. 

(4) The attention of shippers is directed to the fact that 
RAC-52 does not permit any shipments to members of the 
United States Army, United States Navy, United States 
Marine Corps, or organisaiions affiliated therewith, but that 
all such shipments must be made under Special Export 
Licence RAC-43, and in compliance with the Post Office 
Department Regulations. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


GOLD COAST COLONY. 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The ‘‘Gold Coast Government Gazette’? of 14th June con- 
tains copy of a Bill to be introduced in the Legislative 
Council to amend the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1915, by 
providing for the free admission of educational apparatus on 
a more extended scale. The Bill propeses to delete Item 28 
from the list of articles in the above-mentioned Ordinance, 
which may be admitted into the Colony free of import duty, 
and to substitute the following item, viz. :— 

28. Educational apparatus and appliances (including 
musical instruments and sports materials) imported, in the 
case of any assisted mission school or college, by the Head 
of the mission, or, in the case of any other assisted school 
or college, by the Head of such school or college; provided 
that such importation be either exclusively for the use of 
such assisted school or college, or for such use and for use 
in connection with divine worship. 


ARGENTINA. 
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 1920. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt. through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Buenos 
Aires on the subject of the proposals which the Argentine 
Government have submitted to Congress (in the Presideniial 
Message to Congress on June 23rd) in connection with the 
Budget Law for the forthcoming year. 

Among the items referred to in the Presidential Message, 
the following may be noted :— 

















Customs TaRIFF. 

No fundamental alteration is proposed in the existing 
Argentine Customs régime as a whole, but certain modifica- 
tions, as noted below, are proposed for special reasons. 

Orriciat Customs TARIFF VALUATIONS. 

It is proposed to amend the Official Valuation Tariff, which 
is used as a basis for the assessment of ad valorem duties, 
in the sense of adjusting the valuations there given to the 
real price of goods. 

Exemptions From Import Duty. 

It is proposed to exempt from import duty the machinery, 
tools, and materials necessary for the installation and work- 
ing of mining and metallurgical establishments or borings 
in connection with the utilisation of subterranean water, 
as also those required by industrial establishments for the 
extension of their activities or for industrial works estab- 
lishing themselves in the country. Instruments and appara- 
tus imported for scientific purposes by Official National or 
Provincial Institutions are also to be exempt from all 


Customs dutic 5. 


5 Per Cent. Ap VaLtorem Imrort Duty on Raw MATERIALS. 


[t is proposed that a duty of 5 per cent. be levied on the 
Official Tariff Valuations or the declared values of all pro- 
ducts which industries established in the Republic require 
from abroad for use as raw material in the articles they 
manufacture. 

Export DUvtTIES. 

It is proposed to institute a fixed ad valorem duty of 
5 per cent. on the value of national products and produce 
and of 2 per cent. on that of merchandise of foreign origin 
or similar articles of national manufacture exported 
abroad. This fixed duty will, it is proposed, supersede the 
svstem introduced by the Law of 1918 ¢see the notice at page 
110 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for the 24th January, 
1918), under which goods paid an export duty on the excess 
of their valuation, fixed monthly by a special Commission, 
over their ‘‘basic prices.” 

INTERNAL Taxes. 

New rates of inland revenue duties on champagne, wine, 
beer, cider, whisky, tobacco, cigars and cigarettes, and 
playing cards are proposed. 

PERMANENT CHARACTER OF Tax Laws. 

The Executive urge that the public and private conven}- 

ence would be served by giving a permanent character to 
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the tax laws, which, at present, are declared to be operative 
for one vear only. 
ProposeD BupcET For 1919. 

The Budget proposals for 1919 (which were the subject 
of a notice at page 620 of the ‘* Journal’’ for the 14th 
November last) not yet having been sanctioned, the Argen- 
tine Chamber of Deputies have approved a motion to the 
effect that the Taxation Laws for 1918 are to remain in force 
during 1919 until special laws are passed for the latter 
period. 





DENMARK. 
IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Cffhice, of translation of the draft of a new Danish Law for 
the restriction of the importation of spirits into Denmark. 
The Bill provides that :— 

1. From the date of the coming into operation of this 
measure, the delivery of spirits imported from abroad can 
only take place under a licence previously obtained from 
the General Customs Authorities. The same rule applies to 
spirits lying at the Customs (and in private warehouses in 
bond), free storage, or in the free port. at the date of 
enforcement of this Law. 

2. The term ‘Spirits’ covers all liquids included in Nos. 
20—22 of the Danish Customs ‘Tariff. 

3. Applications for import licences for spirits must be 
made to the General Customs Authorities and forwarded 
through the Customs Office in the locality where it is desired 
that the importation shall take place. 

H.M. Minister at Copenhagen, in forwarding the above 
Pill, states that it is not the intention to prevent the im- 
portation ot well-known brands of good whiskies or cognacs, 
which will be allowed entry under licence. The object of the 
Bilt is to prevent the importation of cheap and inferior 
spirits. 








Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION, 


APPLICATIONS FOR PAPER IMPORT LICENCES: 
REVISED RULES. 

The following Revised Rules to be observed by applicants 
for proportionate licences to import foreign paper and board 
in respect to British purchases cancel the notice appear- 
ing on p. 136 of the Journal of 24th July :— 

Original British inveices (either of Manuiacturers or 
Merchants) dated on or after the Ist May, 1919, must be 
submitted. Duplicates cannot be accepied. 

N.B.—In cases where orders have been on a British 
mill’s books for six weeks or more, and reasonable 
quantities have not been delivered, the Department is 
prepared, on the production of pro forma invoices, to 
consider an application for a licence to import a pro- 
portionate quantity of foreign paper, Such quantity 
will be placed to the debit of the applicant’s licence 
account subject to cancellation of the debit by the pro- 
duction of the actual invoices received on delivery of the 
paper from the British mill. ie 

2.—Merchants’ invoices must be accompanied by certific- 
cates, supplies of which can be obtained from this Depart- 
ment on application. Munufacturers’ invoices require bo 
certificate. 

N.B.—These certificates should be applied for from 
the merchant at the time of placing the order with him. 
The signature thereof by the merchant entails a debit 
of the proportionate foreign tonnage to the merchant's 
licence account. 

3.—The invoices relating to paper falling under Clanses 
2, 3,5 and 6 of the Paper Import Regulations must be kept 
separate. :. 

4.—Separate summary statements of the invoices relating 
to each of the above clauses must be given, indicating the 
description and weight of the paper shown on each invoice 
and totalling the weights. 

5 —Invoices relating to finished articles, such as bags or 
cardboard boxes, must not be included in any application. 

N.B.—It has, however, been decided that persons who 
purchase heavy bags from British mills may ask = 
mills to give them a monthly certificate as to the 
quantity of British paper which they may have pur 
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chased from them in the form of bags, and that the 
purchaser may be granted a proportionate licence on 
such certificate. This concession does not apply to pur- 
chases of bags from merchants. 

6.—Invoices relating-to printing or writing paper, even 
though used as wrapping paper, must not be included in 
applications for licences to import wrapping paper. 

N.B.—This does not apply to news off-cuts, which 
are classed as wrapping paper. 

7.—‘‘ Middles,’’ which are less than substance 25 x 30 ins., 
4 ozs. per sheet, are classified under Clause 1 of the Paper 
Import Regulations. Invoices for such ‘‘ Middles’’ must 
not be included in applications for licences to import card- 
board or wrapping paper. 

8.—-Applications tor licences to import cardboard (i.e., 
paper falling under Clause 6 of the Paper Import Regula- 
tions) must in every case where the substance is not shown 
clearly on the invoices contain a guarantee that none of the 
items included on the British invoices are less than the 
minimum substance now permitted for all classes of cardhoard 
specified as included under Clause 6 (7.¢., 25 x 30 in., 4 oz. 
per sheet). 

9 .—Board, which is excluded from Clause 6 because the 
substance 1s less than the substance allowed (vide paragraph 
8 above), is classed as Wrapping Paper (Clause 5) and in- 
voices for such Board can be included in applications to im- 
port wrapping paper. 

N.B.—This of course does not apply to Coated Board 
(Clause 3) or to the other classes of board specifically 
referred to in Clause 6 as being excluded therefrom. 





TRADING WITH HUNGARY. 

The tollowing is the text of the General Licence for trading 

with Hungary, which was noted in our last week’s issue : — 
GENERAL LIcENCE. 

The Board of Trade, on behalf of His Majesty, and in 
pursuance of the powers reserved in the Trading with the 
Enemy Proclamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling, do hereby give and grani licence to all persons 
and bodies of persons resident, carrying on business, or 
being in the United Kingdom to trade and have commercial 
and financial transactions with persons or bodies of persons 
resident or carrying on business in Hungary: 

Provided always that any licence which may be necessary 
in respect of any transaction under any prohibition of export 
or prohibition of import for the time being in force in the 
United Kingdom or in respect of any remittance of money 
out of the Umied Kingdom covered by Regulation 41 D ot 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations is first obtained: 

Provided also that this licence shall not permit any person 
or body cf persons to pay to or for the benefit of any person 
or body of persons resident or carrying on business in Hun- 
gary any sum of money which by the terms of the Trading 
with the Enemy Amendment Acts, 1914 and 1915, or either 
of them, is required to be paid to the Custodian appointed 
under the Trading with the Enemy Amendment Act, 1914, 
but such sums of money must be paid to the said Custodian: 

Provided further that this licence shall not permit any 
person or body of persons to pay or deliver any sum of money 
or property which is or but for the war would have been 
due or deliverable to any person or body of persons resident 
or carrying on business in Hungary in respect of a transaction 
entered into before the outbreak of war. 

Dated this Gth day of August, 1919. 


FOOD SECTION. 


CONTROL OF IMPORTED BACON, HAMS AND 
LARD. 

The Food Controller has decided that it is necessary for 
him to resume control of the supply, distribution and prices 
of imported bacon, hams and lard. In order to carry out 
this decision an Order has been issued requisitioning stocks of 
imported bacon, hams and lard discharged from ship in Great 
Britain after August 9th, and certain stocks in traders’ 
hands have also been requisitioned by individual notices 
served on the traders concerned. ‘The requisitioned foods 
will be distributed under directions issued by the Ministry of 
Food, and at maximum wholesale prices which have been 
fixed by the Imported Bacon, Ham, and Lard (Prices) Order, 
1919. On and after September Ist, the maximum whole- 
sale prices prescribed by the above-mentioned Order will 
apply to all imported bacon, hams and lard, whether dis- 
tributed by the Ministry or not. As a provisional measure a 
scheme of distribution of all bacon, hams and lard will be 
brought into operation as from August 18th, and the scheme 
will, for the time being, follow that which was in force at 
the time when control was suspended in the spring of this 
year. Retailers will, as from August 18th, be tied to the 
Wholesalers with whom they were registered on March Ist, 
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1919, but consumers will not at present be required to 
register with retailers, 

The maximum wholesale prices of home-produced bacon 
and hams remain unchanged, but a maximum wholesale 
price of 203s. per cwt. has been fixed for home-produced 
lard. The existing schedule of retail prices will continue 
to apply to all bacon, hams and lard whether imported or 
home-produced, and the maximum retail price of all refined 
or home-rendered lard is fixed at 2s. per !b. as from 11th 
August. 

The Orders and Directions applicable to prices and dis- 
tribution do not apply to Ireland, nor are bacon, hams or 
lard imported into that country requisitioned under the 
Order referred to above. The General Licence for the ship- 
ment to Ireland of bacon, hams and lard has been with- 
drawn, but the shipment of certain cuts suitable for the 
Irish trade will be allowed up to September Ist, and there- 
after special arrangements will be made for the supply ot 
imported bacon to that country. 

As it will be necessary for the Ministry of Food to resume 
the purchase of hog products, the Imported Bacon, Ham 
and Lard (Requisition) Order, 1919, prohibits as_ from 
August 9th dealings in bacon, hams and lard outside the 
United Kingdom by persons in the United Kingdom. The 
Order, however, does not affect the shipment to the United 
Kingdom of bacon, hams or lard purchased prior to August 
Oth for shipment to the United Kingdom. 





IMPORTED CHEESE: PRICES AND RETURNS. 

With reference to the press notice relating to Imported 
Cheese, issued on 4th August, the Food Controller has made 
an Imported Cheese (Prices) Order, fixing the maximum 
price of ls. 2d. per Ib. on a sale by the importer of Imported 
Cheese purchased or consigned on and after Ist August, 1919. 
With a view to securing information for the purpose of 
any requisition of limporced Cheese that may be necessary, 
the Food Controller has issued an Imported Cheese (Returns) 
Order, under which all persons owning or having power to 
dispose of Imported Cheese purchased by them or shipped 
to them on consignment on or atter Ist August, 1919, are 
required to furnish before the arrival of the cheese in the 
United Kingdom a return showing :— 

(a) The amount and varieties of such imported cheese 
shipped to the United Kingdom to them or to 
their Order ; 

(b) The amounts and varieties of such Imported Cheese 
purchased and the amount consigned ; 

and to furnish copies of the original invoices and such other 
documents and particulars as may from time to time be 
required. 





BUTTER SUPPLY DIRECTIONS. 

The Food Controller has issued directions making it 
illegal for any retail business, including a branch of a 
multiple shop company, to obtain or use Government butter 
in excess of the quantity for which they have received a 
permit from their local Food Control Committee. Whole- 
salers and blenders may not blend or mix Government butter 
with any other buiter, may only obtain Government butter 
by means of officai forms, and may only supply the butter 
in accordance with the official permits lodged with them ky 
retailers. 





-_« 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265 of 1918, 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Indusiry Act have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to the undermentioned companies or individuals : — 
Buckley, P., and Co., Ltd., 6, Old Queen Street, West- 

minster, S.W. 1. ' 

Field, Henry Cromwell, trading as Alfred Field and Co., 

Edmund Street, Birmingham. 

Heyworth, Hart and Co., 24, Chapel Street, Liverpool. 
Higgins. Montague Thomas, trading as Alumina Foundry 

Co., 28, Totterdown Street, Tooting, S.W. 

Kann, Arthur Bernhard, 32, Fenchurch St., London, E.C. 1. 
Noltingk, Ludwig Bernhard, trading ss B. A. Grautoff and 

Company, 16, Union Court, Oid Broad St., London, E.C. 2. 
Richard, P. and E., Ceylon House, 15-16, America Square, 

London, E.C. 3. 

Thompson, J. W., trading as J. J. Thompson and Son, Parrs 

Bank Buildings, 3, York Street. Manchester. 

Ph. Ziegler and Co., 2, Bombay Street, Manchester. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 





‘‘Openings’’ by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 


In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to its 
Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the United 
Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into communication with 
british manufacturers or producers of various classes of goods 
with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) articles :— 

(hain hangers for coats. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

BROOMS AND BRUSHES.—Tenders are invited by the Cor- 
poration of Trinity House for the supply of brooms and brushes 
required for the period ending 3lst March, 1920. 

Forms of tender may be obtained at Trinity House, Tower 
Hill, London, E.C.3, between 16.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Patterns 
t the goods required may be inspected at the Trinity Wharf, 
Blackwall, E. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper form. will be received up to 
1G a.m. on 21st August. 





AUSTRALIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


SODIUM ACETATE (COMMERCIAL).—H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia has forwarded copies of the specifi- 
cation, conditions of contract, and tender form in connection with 
i call for tenders by the Victoria Railway Commissioners. for 
the supply and delivery of sodium acetate (commercial). (Con- 
iract No. 32,485.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne, 
up to 11 a.m. on 29th October. Samples of the sodium «acetate 
ittered must be deposited with the Chief Storekeeper, at Room 
103, Railway Offices, Spencer Street, Melbourne, at or before 
the time of the receipt of tenders. 

Tenders must be accompanied by 
2 per cent. of the total amount of tender. 
is necessary. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specification, etc., may be 
consulted by manufacturers of sodium acetate at the Enquiry 
Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 73. Basinghall Street 
London, E.C.2, . ) 

{t will be observed that the time for tenders is limited. and 
this intimation will therefore be of use only to firms having 
agents in Australia who can be instructed bv cable. ° 
_ SULPHATE OF COPPER.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia reports a recent call for tenders bv the Deputy 
Postmaster-Creneral, Melbourne, for the supply and delivery of 
sulphate of copper (a) in store, (b) in bond. Schedule No. 1.578. 

Tenders closed on 5th August. but in view of possible future 
requirements, particulars of this contract mav be of interest. to 
United Kingdom manufacturers of sulphate of copper, and copies 
of the Specification, etc.. may be inspected at the Enquiry Office, 
Department of Overseas Trade. 73. Rasinghall Street, London, 
E.C.2. 

MOTORS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Svdnev has for- 
warded copy of the specification and form of tender in connection 
with a call by the Sydney Municipal Council, for the supply 
and delivery of electric motors for use in connection with their 
motor hiring branch. (Contract No. 550.) 

Copies of the specification and form of tender. for which a 
charge of £1 Is. is made, may be obtained from the office of 
the City Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Sydney, after payment 
of the fee to the Citv Treasurer. | 

_ Sealed tenders will be received by the Town Clerk, Town Hall 
rah - rt Png Re 10th November. Tenderers must 
Ceposit with the City Treasurer the sum of £5 fore the time 
specified for the receipt of eee" nee ee ae ee ee 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification and tender form 
may be consulted by United Kingdom manuiacturers of electric 
motors at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, F.C.2. es: 


a preliminary deposit of 
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AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF AGENT-GENERAL FOR 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DRUGS, DYES AND PROPRIETARY ARTICLES.—An 
Australian firm of manufacturing chemists (wholesale only), with 
agencies and depots in all the Australian States and New Zealand, 
have excellent facilities for acting as agents for drugs, dyes, and 
high-class proprietary articles. 

Replies should be addressed to the Agent-General for New 
South Wales, 28. Cockspur Street, London, S.W.1 








BRITISH INDIA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at. 
of the following enquiries :— 

PLANT FOR WATERWORKS, ETC.—A firm in Calcutta 
are desirous of accepting agencies, for British India, for the 
supply of plant for waterworks, sewage-works, etc., and also 
olf and steam engines for driving pumps manufactured by 
(Reference No. 359.) 

PATENT AND PROPRIETARY ARTICLES, CHEMISTS 
SUNDRIES, HARDWARE, ETC.—A firm in Bombay, with 
offices in Calcutta and Colombo, and travelling agents touring 
India, Burma and Ceylon, wish to represent manufacturers of 
the following goods :—Patent and proprietary articles, chemists’ 
patent medicines, toilet requisites, foods, hardware, 
(Reference No. 360.) 

AGENCIES WANTED.—A firm of general import merchants 
in Madras, claiming to be in touch with all the princtpal 
distributing centres in the Presidency, and with their own 
branches in Cochin and Alleppey (Travancore), are desirous of 
accepting agencies direct from manufacturers to cover the 
Madras Presidency and the adjoining Native States of Mysore, 
Travancore and Cochin, for any imported articles other than 
motor vehicles, electrical goods and allied trades. (Reference 


No. 361.) 

STEELS AND MATERIALS FOR MOTOR CAR 
STRUCTION. TYRES, ETC.—A firm in Madras, with 
showrooms and repair depots in Madras, Secunderabad and Oota- 
camund, are desirous of accepting agencies, to cover the Madras 
Presidency and Southern India, for motor car tyres (pneumatic 
and solid), motor oils and greases, steels used in motor car 
construction, carriage and motor bedy material. (Reference 
No. 362.) — 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm in Madras claiming 
to have special connections with the railways and public works, 
and sub-agents at various mofussil centres, wish to secure ex- 
clusive agencies, in the Madras Presidency, for any line of goods, 
provided the business is likely to show a reasonably large 
turnover. (Reference No. 363.) 

MOTOR CARS. ETC.—-An_ old-established firm of 
builders in Calcutta are desircas of accepting an agency, to 
cover Bengal, Assam. Bihar and Orissa, for motor cars, pleasure 
cars, with sleeve valve engine, light' tradesmen’s delivery cars, 
electric vehicles (commercial and pleasure), electric lighting 
dynamos and self starters, ball bearings, British-made magneto 
and ignition accessories and carburettors. (Reference No. 364.) 

MOTOR CARS, CYCLES AND ACCESSORIES; SPORTING 
(OODS, CAMP EQUIPMENT. ETC.—A firm in Calcutta, with 
branches in Delhi and Lahore, and large workshops and show- 
rooms, are desirous of accepting agencies, to cover Bengal, 
Assam. Bihar, Orissa, United Provinces, Delhi Enclave, Punjab, 
and the N.W. Frontier Provinces, for low-priced motor cars, 
eycle cars, up-to-date motor and motor cycle accessories, sport- 
ing goods, camp equipment, cutlery (various), dressing bags, 
electrical goods, sporting arms, ammunition, ete. (Reference 
No. 365.) 

SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS, OPTICAL GOODS, ETC.—-A 
firm in Rangoon are desirous of accepting an agency for scien- 
tific instruments, small electric specialities, and optical goods, 
(Reference No. 366.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUPPLIES.—A firm of druggists in Rangoon, 
having branches at seven of the principal towns in the province 
of Burma, are desirous of accepting sole agencies, to cover the 
whole of Burma, for special lines of British synthetic drugs, 
proprietary medicines, surgical instruments, infants’ foods. toilet 
soap, perfumery, microscopes and accessories, British made 
stains, and optical and dental supplies. (Reference No. 367.) 

PAPER. CANDLES, MATCHES. ETC.—An Indian firm in 
Madras, with branches and connections in the Presidency, are 
desirous of accepting agencies, to cover Southern India, for 
printing and general paper, candles, matches, sundry goods, etc. 
(Reference No. 568. ) = 

PIEOE-GOODS, HARDWARE, METALS. ETC.—A Rangoon 
firm, closely connected with the bazaar. wish to accept agencies 
for the following lines of goods: —Piece-goods, hardware, metals, 
and sundries. (Reference No. 369.) | 

BEUTINGS, BOOKBINDING CALICO AND MACHINERY. 
ASBESTOS AND FELT ROOFING, TILES, ETC.—A firm in 
Madras desire to obtain agencies in the following lines of goods :— 
Cheap cotton and hair beltings for the bazaar and leather, cotton 
and hair belting of superior grades, suitable for better-class 
mills: bookbinding calico and cheap but efficient wire stitching 
machines and blocking presses; asbestos and felt roofing: tiles 
(wall and flooring); metallic and asbestos packings ; cotton driving 
ropes and wire ropes: anti-friction and bearing metals, and 


dyes. (Reference No. 370.) 


Calcutta reports the receipt 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





FOOTWEAR, PIECE-GOODS, HARDWARE, ETCU.—An 
Indian firm in Calcutta claiming to have extensive yee age? 
nections all over India in various lines of goods, -, esirous be 
accepting agencies for the whole of India for boots, s _"> = 
coods. hardware, enamelware and medicines. (Reference No. ain 
"KEROSENE ENGINES, ALTERNATING CURREN 
VOTORS AND FANS, DY NAMOS, ETC.—A firm in Calcut < 
with branches at Bombay, Delhi and Hyderabad (oncem), - 
claiming to be particularly well-known in all the ee, _ . 
of India, are desirous of accepting agencies, for the w ole . 
India, for high-speed kerosene engines, aiternating verge 
motors and fans, dynamos and switch gear, direct current an¢ 
alternating current regulators. (Reference Xo. 372. | ae ee 

DRAPERY GOODS, HARDWARE, HOSiERY, CROCKERY, 
ETC.—-A firm in Rangoon, claiming to have the largest depart- 
mental store in Burma, with 24 branches throughout the 
Province, are desirous of accepting agencies, for Burma, for all 
classes of drapery godés, hardware, hosiery, glass, crockery, 
footwear, stationery, sporting and fancy goods, drugs, furniture, 
etc. (Reference No. 373.) | ce 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

UNDERWEAR AND SILK GOODS.—A manufacturer's agent, 

with fifteen years’ experience of dry goods in the West Indies 
and Central America, desires agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of good-class ladies’ underwear and silk goods. z le 
applicant works solely on a commission basis, and is prepared to 
cuarantee his accounts. (Reference No. 374.) 
“DRUGS AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—An import mer- 
chant at Port of Spain, Trinidad, with business connections 
extending to the Leeward and Windward Islands, the Barbadoes 
and British Guiana, wishes to represent United Kingdom sup- 
pliers of the goods specified below. The principal! intends to 
visit England in the near future, and interviews can be arranged 
bv firms interested:—Drugs and chemicals, tinctures and 
spirituous preparations; lint, cotton wool, bandages and surgical 
goods; teats, comforters and rubber goods for the drug trade: 
perfumery, soap and toilet goods; labels, cartons, boxes and 
druggists’ stationery ; dispensing and other bottles; corks; hair, 
tooth and shaving brushes; flavouring extracts and goods for the 
aerated water trade; established patent medicines; and confec- 
tionery and fancy biscuits. (Reference No. 375.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





CANADA. 

COTTONS, WOOLLENS, SILKS AND SILK CAP LININGS, 
TEXTILES.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto desires to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers of cottons, woollens, 
silks, and silk cap linings, for sale on commission, in the Province 
of Ontario. (Reference No. ' 

FANCY GOODS, GLASS, CHINAWARE, AND SHEFFIELD 
STEEL GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent from Toronto is visit- 
ing England in the near future and desires to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of fancy goods, glass, china- 
ware and Sheffield steel goods, with a view to representing them 
in the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 377.) 

ALUMINIUM WARE, CHINA, GLASS AND HOTEL SUP- 
PLIES.—A manufacturers’ agent at Niagara Fails, Ontario, 
desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of aluminium- 
ware, china-ware, glass, and hotel supplies, for sale on com- 
mission, in the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 378.) 

CUTLERY, CHINA AND GLASS, SURGICAL INSTRU- 
MENTS, TOYS, ETC.—An agent at Winnipeg desires to get) into 
touch with United Kingdom suppliers of the goods specified 
below, with a view to representing them for sales on commission, 
in Western Canada:—Cutlery. chinaware and glassware, sur- 
gical instruments, needles, rubber goods, and toys. (Reference 
No. 379.) 

ALUMINIUM GOODS.—-A manufacturer's agent at Vancouver, 
British Columbia, desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of aluminium goods for kitchen use, with a view 
to representing them. for sales on commission. in British 
Columbia. (Reference No. 380.) 

HARDWARE, IRONMONCGERY, CUTLERY. SHIPS’ 
CAANDLERY.—A mannfacturer’s agent at Vancouver, British 
Columbia, desires to get in touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of hardware, ironmongery, cutlery and ships’ chandlery, 
with a view to representing them. for sales on commission, in 
Western Canada. or in the Provinces of British Columbia and 
Alberta only. The principal has been connected with the hard- 
Ware trade in Western Canada for a number of vears. (Reference 
No. 381.) 

ASBESTOS TEXTILES.—<A firm at Montreal desire to secure 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of asbestos textiles, 
cloths, yarns, tapes. etc. The firm desire an inclusive agency 
for the whole of Canada, and would purchase goods outright. 
(Reference No. 382.) : 

eplies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Canada. 19. Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct. to the foregoing address. 
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AGENT'S SERVICES SOUGHT.—A Canadian firm, manu- 
facturing fancy silk and wool golf coats, sweaters, fine Jerse) 
cloth costumes, and children’s knitted suits, are seeking an 
agent in the United Kingdom. A representative of the firm is 
at present in this country and could negotiate with persons 
interested. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR TOMATO KETCHUP.—A British 
Columbia firm, manufacturing tomato products, have 6,000 cases 
of 6/10s. ketchup for sale and would like to get into touch 
with importers in the United Kingdom. A representative of the 
firm is now in London. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 

The following enguiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73. 
Basinghall Street, London. E.C.2. whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

METAL SPECIALITIES, ETC.—A firm in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, possessing a selling organisation covering the whol 
of the Dominion, wish to obtain the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers, particularly of metal speciality articles 





EGYPT, 

AGENCIES WANTED (INSURANCE, WOOLLEN 
DRAPERY, CHEMICAL PRODUCTS. HOSIERY, ETC.).—An 
agent in Alexandria desires to represent British fire and transport 
insurance companies and manufacturers of woollen drapery, chemi- 
cal products, hosiery, oi] paints, perfumes, typewriter machines. 
corks (caps for beer or aerated water bottles), etc. (Reference 
No. ' 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

MACHINERY.—A civil engineer, at present serving with the 
New Zealand Forces, desires to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of pumping. refrigerating, and other 
kinds of machinery, with a view to representing them in the 
Dominion on his return there. (Reference No. 384.) 

AGENCIES WANTED.—An Auckland agent. who claims to 
have a wide experience of marketing all classes of U.S.A. mer- 
chandise, wishes to secure the agencies of United Kingdom 
manufacturers. He states that. he would be prepared to relin- 
quish the agencies in favour of British agencies, as suitable 
opportunities offer. (Reference No. 385. 

STATIONERY, FANCY GOODS AND CONFECTIONERY.— 
A trader at Waipawa, Hawkes Bay, who claims to have a good 
knowledge of the stationery, fancy goods, and confectionery 
trades, desires to extend his operations by obtaining agencies in. 
such lines, to cover the whole Domirion. The enquirer is at 
present in this country and is willing to interview British manu- 
facturers and exporters desiring representation in New Zealand. 
(Reference No. 386.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED FOR A STEAM TURBO-ALTER- 
NATOR.—With reference to the notice on p. 96 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” of 17th July, relative to a call for tenders bv 
the Invercargill Borough Council for the supply, delivery and 
erection of a steam turbo-alternator, the Officer-in-charge of the 
Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand reports that 
the conditions of tendering have been modified so as to provide 
that tenders will be opened in Invercargill on 9th October instead 
of in London as previously stated, 

Copies of specification, etc.. may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street. London. E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use enlv to 
— having agents in New Zealand who ean he instructed by 
cable. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


OIL.—An enquirer in South Africa, with experience of the 
petroleum trade, desires to represent British firms in. that 
market. (Reference No. 387.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





RHODESIA. ' 
SOFT OR DRY GOODS.—A broker and general agent. estab- 


lished in Bulawayo, and now on a visit to this country. is 

desirous of getting into communication with United Kingdom 

manufacturers of either soft. or dry goods, with a view to 

representing them throughout the territories of Northern and 

Southern Rhodesia. (Reference No. 

ee should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES FOR VEHICLES, 
MOTORS, ETC.—A firm at Liége desire to purchase require- 
ments, accessories, etc., for automobiles, and furnishings for 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





vehicles. (motor and horse transport), also leathers. imitation 
. . 2% 
leathers. linoleum, matting. woot, ete., tor motor venicces. 
reference No. 329.) 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Prague Peports tne rec el} t: 
following enquiry :— 
STEEL.—A reliable merchant in Prague wishes to represent 


Dua 7 1 ; x - os ’ lin 
British steel merchants in the Czecho-Slovakia Repubuc. 
tieference No, 590.) 

Replies should be 


Trade. 


addressed the Department of Overseas 


FRANCE. 


FOODSTUFES, AGRICULTURAL AND COLONTAL 


PRODUCE, AND CHEMICALS.—An important, French com- 
pany, who deal in foodstuffs, agricultural and Colonial produce 


and chemicals, and have large warehouse accommodation and 
wharfage and offices in Paris, the Provinces and abroad, offer 
to place their services, premises, and commercia! offices at the 
disposal of United Kingdom producers, manufacturers, importers 
and exporters, with a view to establishing and developing an 
extensive business. (Reference No. 391.) 

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES.—<An important hardware firm in 
Paris, calling regularly upon railway companies, mines, motor 
and aeroplane works, maritime and metallurgical construction 
establishments, machine-tool factories, etc., wish to represent, 
in France, first-class houses, producing lines required by the 
above-mentioned industries. (Reference Ne. 592.) 

RAW MATERIALS AND PLANT FOR FOUNDRIES.—An 
important hardware firm in Paris, claiming to have a large 
clientele among foundries in France, seek to obtain the represen- 
tation of United Kingdom firms in a position to supply hematite, 
Cleveland and cold blast. pig-iron, and other raw materials and 
plant, of interest to foundries. (Reference No. 593.) 

H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reporis the receipt of the following 
enquiry :— 

H ARDWARE.—A firm at Bordeaux desire to act as represen- 
tatives for United Kingdom hardware merchants, particularly 
for iron and steel goods, galvanised sheets, metals (zinc, copper, 
lead and tin), nuts of ali classes and machine tools. (Reference 
No. 394.) 

H.M. Consul-General in Paris reports the 
following enquiry :— 

COLONIAL PRODUCTS. —A firm in Paris desire to obtain an 
agency, in Paris, and in the Centre, North and East of France. 
for United Kingdom firms, for the sale of Colonia!) products of 
all kinds, particularly of raw roots of ipecacnanha and feathers 
ot rare birds. (Reference No. 595.) 

HATS.—<A business man in Pavis wishes to obtain an agency 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of hats. (Reference No. 395a.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


receipt of the 





NETHERLANDS. 

TEXTILES, BRISTLES AND HAIR, BICYCLES, ETC.—An 
agent at the Hague, who is at present in this country, wishes to 
secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of men’s outfitting, woollen piece-goods, woollen felts, 
moquettes, bristles and hair, bicvcles and dried eggs. (Ref- 
erence No. 396.) Ms 

HARDWARE AND TOOLS.—A commission agent in Rotter- 
dam, who already represents two United Kingdom manufacturers 
of iron fittings, pipes, and baths, wishes to secure additional 
agencies for tools and other iron goods not conflicting with the 
above-mentioned lines. (Reference No. 397.) | 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM. 
COMMISSION AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A Belgian, 


now resident in Rotterdam, wishes to act as commission agent 
in Holland and Belgium, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
all classes of goods, espécially those formerly made chiefly in 
Germany. The enquirer is also prepared to undertake advertising 
campaigns of all descriptions in Holland and Belgium. (Reier- 
ence No. 398.) ) | 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Tra de. 





POLAND. 


LEATHER SUPPLIES, TANNING MATERIALS, ETC.—A 
representative at Warsaw desires to get into touch with first- 
class United Kingdom firms dealing in leather goods, with a view 
to obtaining agencies for raw and tanned leather supplies of all 
kinds, tanning materials, and all kinds of manufacturers’ imple- 
ments for tanning raw hides and making up dressed skins. 
(Reference No. 399.) . 

—* should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





SCANDINAVIA. 
SODA ASH.—A sole agency is required by an important 


organisation in Scandinavia, for large United Kingdom manu- 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





facturers of soda ash. References, etc., can be exchanged and 
full details given to interested firms. (Reference No. 400.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department ct Overseas 


Trade. ss capaegitilitd 


SPAIN. 

GENERAL AGENCY.—A_ well-known 
Madrid desires to secure an agency for 
export houses. The applicant states that he is geeral represen- 
tative for foreign countries of a prominent Spanish wine ex. 
porting house. (Reference No. 401.) 

COFFEE AND COCOA.—H.M. Commercial Secretary, Madrid, 
reports that a commission agent, formerly with a well-known 
bank in Madrid, and familiar with the Barcelona market, desires 
to obtain agencies for United Kingdom exporters of coffee and 
cocoa. (Reference No. 402.) 

feplies should be addressed to the Department ot Overseas 


Trade. ; a5 


TURKEY. 

ELECTRO-TECHNICAL MATERIAL, STARCH, TEXTILES, 
PAPER. ETC.; TURKISH PRODUCTS.—A business man, at 
Constantinople, wishes to receive offers, price lists, samples and 
catalogues from United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
the following lines with a view to importing these goods into 
Turkey on his own account: —Electro-technical material for light- 
ing purposes and lamps; cotton fabrics such as madapolam for 
shirtings, suitings, etc., woollen and silk materials, woollen and 
cotton underwear, hosiery, handkerchiefs; ready-made _ shirts, 
collars and cuffs, shoes, sewing thread, matches and paper (pack- 
ing, writing and newspaper). 

The enquirer would also be glad to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers of Turkish products such as raw silk and 
dry fruits (figs, grapes, etc.), hazelnuts, leaf tobacco, ete. 
(Reference No. 403.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 
AFRICA. 


* 4 . 
resident of 


import and 


. } 
=p unis 


British 











ALGERIA. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN GOODS.—A firm of importing and 
exporting agents in Algiers are desirous of representing British 
manufacturers of cotten and woollen goods. Correspondence 
should be in French. (Reference No. 404.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ business man, at 
present in the United Kingdom, who proposes to return to New 
York shortly, wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom 
firms desirous of appointing an agent in the United States. 
(Reference No. 405.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 











LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 

COMMISSION AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—H.M. 
Consul at Porto Alegre reports that a Brazilian gentleman, who, 
for twenty years has acted as commission agent for several im- 
portant local firms, has decided to start business on his own 
account and is desirous of representing British firms in the 
State of Rio Grande do Sul. (Reference No. 406.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





CHILE. 

TEXTILES, FOOTWEAR, TOYS, LEATHERN GOODS, 
TOBACCO, ETC.—The representative of a firm in Santiago, 
Chile, is arriving in this country shortly for the purpose of mak- 
ing new contracts, obtaining fresh agencies and making purchases 
for retail branch in Concepcion. Chief articles dealt in are as 
follows :—Cotton, staple articles, fancy goods, embroidery, lace, 
haberdashery, men’s hats, hosiery, children’s millinery, sik 
goods, umbrellas, woollen goods, dress goods, men’s wear, water- 
proofs, varns, toys, boots and shoes, leather goods, travelling 
requisites, tobacco, wallpaper, carpets, linoleum,  oilcloths. 
(Reference No. 407. 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





CUBA. 


MACHINERY FOR MANUFACTURE OF WAX VESTAS.— 
A firm of match manufacturers in Cuba desire to receive cata- 
logues and price lists of machinery for the manufacture of wax 
vestas. Catalogues, etc., should be forwarded to H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires, Havana, for transmission to the firm. (Reference 
No. 408.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
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rseas 
aan FOREIGN TRADE IN JULY, 1919, 
esen o 
, eX. he following table shows the value of the external trade in July, 1919, compared with particulars for a year 
oii earlier : — . 
10WN 
sires _ — _ nents 
and Month ended 3lst July. 
rseas eee 
Exports Value (F. 0. B. 1). 
Imports (Value C.I.F.*). PRODUCTS AND 7 re 
LES. MANUFACTURES OF THE FOREIGN AND Cotontat} 
n, at UNITED KinGcpom. MERCHANDISE, 
. and _—— ma tiettatiitiapahaapieaitiliadinaiiil 
rs of , , 
satin 1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
ight- — — 
1 for 
oa 1—Food, Drink, and Tobacco-— £ £ £ £ £ £ 
sake A. Grain and Flour. - 4... 10,332,520 13,638,210 17,508 306,682 15,411 £02,093 
aati, B. Meat, including Animals for Food . - eo - 17,678,190 22,408,334 8,145 33,529 32,959 935,3C0 
| (. Other Food and Drink : , 
— (1) Non-dutiable .. ay a - - 10,495,467 15,554,092 , | 41,763 633,931 
— (2) Dutiable TT TE ST ogg24  16,999;167 |} 854-443 ,801,384 { — cy’Zo} 1,546,897 
ry D. Tobacco eae ee eee ee 2,199,918 4,004,763 271,993 377,309 4,144. 293,386 
rseas Total, Class I... ei - <a .. 47,809,022 72,597,566 952,089 2,519,204 185,098 3,839,612 
1.—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Un- 
manufactured— 
A. Goal, Coke, and Manufactured Fuel - v _— — 4,658,878 9,110,920 ion _ 
r and B. Tron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel oi “se - 1,481,862 1,507,485 7,107 18,753 __ rn 
ctigh CG. Other Metallic Ores .. on - ‘4 ~ 1,376,913 677,595 200 | 4,985 78,130 © 18,710 
lence D. Wood and Timber - 7” - 7 2,413,468 7,138,304 86,440 | 66,033 , 2.130 63,626 
™ E. Cotton .. - + vs a .. 11,245,124 15,006,200 — — | 5,320 1,182,319 
anil , Wel .. 1,520,805 13,859,171 231,893 646,053 "34957 
(;. Other Textile Materials. - - v4 a3 1,809,608 931,085 9,574 60,523 190,818 538,059 
H. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, and Gums - sy 10,225,504 10,611,209 94,2356 1,439,044 69,699 692,370 
, I. Hides and Undressed Skins .. a a i 1,364,142 2,527,738 111,472 149,070 62,414 1,373,440 
JA, J. Paper-making Materials... = ¥ - 1,225,257 1,795,492 23,105 78,050 _ pa 
K. Miscellaneous .. «0 -) we we we, 1,998,297 | 2,787,425 84,390 228,351 377,595 ‘1,066,867 
. at — 
New Total, Class II. .. 7 7 _ .. 34,657,980 57,141,705 | 5,307,295 | 11,801,787 786,106 5,770,348 
xdom ee ital : i 
ates. | | — ea: 
ree Il].—Artieles Wholly or Mainly Manufactures— | - I. 
A. Tron and Steel and Manufactures thereof .. ol 631,048 789,803 3,458,774 5,739,336 110,764. 67,435 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof... 2,434,379 2,087,037 868,597 1,145,563 92,186 267,188 
C. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements (except Mac hine 
Tools), and Instruments .. 580,005 795,849 369,257 710,474 | 28,537 58,633 
D. Electrical Goods and Apparatus (other than 
Machinery and earcummaaiae Wire) ‘a e. 116,873 100,289 161,003 | 544,014 2,442 16,340 
H.M. E. Machinery ee o. ea + “a 850,391, = 1,317,799 1,436,688 | 2,802,217 13,584 69,399 
who, F. Ships ( ne w) ee eo ee e° ome 1,648 14,092 | 195,747 none cums 
| im- G. Manufactures of Wood and Timber (including | | 
own wv! Furniture) . - sa me 164,010 | 428,162 30,663 94,406 3,812 | 5,397 
1 the H. Yarns and Textile Fabrics : | 
(t) Cotton ne A he ‘4 ara 410,274 493,744 | 15,821,335 | 18,725,319 68,943 137,166 
iin a sly lw ch 13,308 | 101,647] 3,881,329 | 8,401,258 24.391 | 79.589 
(3) Silk .. tee eee |), 508,889 1,515,353 175,840 351,964 146,902 297/344 
(4) Other Mate rials. - vi - 584,061 | 890,470 1,232,024 | 1,575,449 46,193 208,969 
{. Apparel ‘i “i 65,400 327,613 1,219,062 | 1,285,654 | 5,459 22,883 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours - a 3,395,778 | 2,157,313 1,823,239 1,984,955 . 285,617 | 330,175 
ODS, K. Leather and Manufactures thereof (including | | .. | 
tiago, Gloves, but excluding Boots and Shoes) me 668,896 | 5,911,046 126,847 | 549,902 | 14,259 © 201 086 
mak- L. Earthenware and Glass on ‘ie ei ¥ 44,055 | 271,176 364,677 | 388,711 1,710 | 2 130 
hases M. Paper .. é a “a 515,228 | 1,026,013 257,682 | 323,160 3,505 24.102 
re as N. Railway Carriages and Trucks (not of Iron) ; | | , 
lace, Motor Cars, and Carts, &c. .. = ‘i 2,207,734 | 677,360 341,360 , 1,035,670 | 5,217 | 25,213 
silk 0. Miscellaneous .. ewe 14,458,653 | 3,861,860 | 3,700,806 | 4,385,119 197.351 931,145 
s ater- | = | 
elling Total, Class III. .. ‘a - ‘a .. | 26,149,373 | 22,754,182 | 35,2&3,285 | 50,238,918 —-:1,050,872 | 2,147,194 
loths. | ee, a | 
reese IV.—Miscellaneous and seen (including | | | | 
Parcel Post) 7 ie nn 522,863 | 646,579 2,101,729 755,513 230 | 229 
| 
| SUR. SR SRT CSR 
AS.— TorTau is - wi ‘ a ve 109,139,238 | 153,140,032 | 43,644,898 | 65,315,422 2,022,306 | 11,757,383 
cata- a a ERR eae ee SaaS es Se 
wax oy he ee 
harge *The value of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight, or, when goods are consigned for sale the 
rence latest sale value of such goods. 
erseas tThe values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are j 
known as the ‘‘free on board’’ values. 
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COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


3ritish East 


7th Aug., 


32 Weeks 
ended 
ith Aur, 

1919, 


Week 
ended 


LO19. 
IMPORTS. 
Bales. | Bales. 
69,894 1,723,870 
1638 11,634 
6,239 76,182 
21,956 281,492 
2? 840* 151,1387 


121,697 | 2,244,360 


during the week and 32 weeks ended 7th August, 1919 :— 


Week 
ended 
7th Ang 
L919. 


EXPorTs. 


32Weeks 
ended 

., gth Aug, 
L919, 


Bales. 
16,494 
198 
23,330 
44,508 
1,826 


86,426 


*Including 286 bales British West Indian, and 1,785 bales 
African. 


+Including 6,903 bales British West Indian, 7,341 bales 


British West 


African, 


12.370 bales Br 


and 4,928 bales Foreign East African. 





itish 


East African, 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 

July, and January to July. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 


and Returned to Ports, during the month and seven 
months ended July, 1919, compared with the corresponding 





periods of 1918. 


Month of July. 


1918. LOL9. 


———— 


IMPOR 


, 


1918. 


TS. 





S-ven months ending 
July. 


1919. 

















Aveust 14, 1919. 





— mateo 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 9th 
August, 1919, and worresponding weeks of the seven 
previous vears, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 





Average Price. 





Wheat. 

s. d. s 
Week ended 9th Au:ust, 1919 ..) 73 4 io «68 

Corresponding week in-— 
ae ss le - sat ae 
1913. iz. se a oo) ot 
1914... -_ - c<t a 
1916... - - ~-| 06 
(a - - al. “ae 
DIS... a ar cok 


| Barley. (ats. 


a A a a  —c 


») 


2 5 
24 7 
29 4 
37) OG 
46 1] 
76 «(1 


pied 


Ss 





~I ke Tho Oo WwW to 
Woh =-I1—-+I1 ¢ 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oats. : 





BANKRUPTCY RETURNS—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated: — 


’ 
seven 


July Months ended 


Jul y- 








p> — | 
124,085 | 7400,2855 , 1,087,378 71,544,240 
1,215 » 10 F 7,919 | + 11,516 
4,520 8,537 ~ 102,572 | 69,943 
56,642 29,334 388,937 243,894 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 





Total gazetted .. 


1918. 1919. 


1918. 1919. 





No. No. 
53 61 


No. No. 
413 397 


Egvptian 
Miscellaneous 


Tota | 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


American 
Srazilian 
East Indian 


15,706 *16,412 


+ 73,594 


~*119,110 


202,168 454,643 | 1,660,400 1,988,703 


Exports. 


8,764 
198 

9 356 
14,377 
1,026 





33,721 | 


175 16,4¢4 
—- = 198 
- 23,330 
150 42,233 
— 1.896 


a 





325 64,151 


FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 


162,313 
4,260 
4,290 


51,501 22,681 


1,121,537 


1 140,848 
34,792 
23,284 

183,802 


25,627 
42,098 | 
270,379 | 


Egyptian 


Miscellaneous 9,073 10,288 63,452 50,323 








Total . 195,460 212,832 1,523,093 | 1,433,019 


FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 


Qs 142 Q 75s 770 


American 
Brazilian ee - 
East Indian i. mon — — -_ 
Egyptian .. = 4097 BS é 

Miscellaneous a a 34 : 165 


—-+ ——- — — ~~ 





Total 1,358 176 19,0:3 935 

*Including 2,905 bales British West Indian, 1,174 bales 
ritish West African, 5,316 bales British East African, and 
548 bales Foreign East African. 

+Revised figures. 

*Including 6,617 bales British West Indian, 7,341 bales 
British West African, 10,585 bales British East African, 
and 4,928 bales Foreign East African. 








Number gazetted in principal trades 
and occupations :— 
Agents, Commission and General. . 2 1} 
Butchers, ct:. ss “ ve 
Corn, Flour, Seed, Hay and Straw 
Merchants - - 
D-co ators, ste. 
Engineers (various) 
Farmers and Graziers .. ‘2 
Jewellers, Watchmakers and Silver- 
smiths... és , 
Merchants, General 
Printers and Publishers .. oe 
Provision Merchants , - 
Publicans, Hotel Keepers and 
Beerhouse Keepers - 


we EE 
—— 


COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 








The following is a list of Colonial and Foreign Publica- 
tions on Trade and other subjects, recently received and 
filed for reference at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) :— 


British India: 
Department of Statistics: 
Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade by Land of British India 
with Foreign Countries, February, 1919, 
Annual Statement of the Coasting Trade and Navigation of British 
India. For the year 1917-18. 
BURMA: 
Report on the Burma 
Australia: 
VICTORIA: 
Annual Report of the Melbounre Chamber of Commerce, 1918-1919. 
Annual Report of the Eleetrical Trades and Contractors’ Association 
of Victoria, 1918-1919. 
Union of South Africa: 
Department of Mines and Industries; 
Report on Trade Conditions in British 
Zanzibar. 
Egypt: 
Notes on Paper Making in Egypt. 
France: 
Report of the Nice Chamber of Commerce for 1915. 
Institut Colonial de Marseilles: _ 
Bulletin des Matitres Grasses, 


Soap-sand Industry. 


East Africa, Uganda and 


1919. No. 1, 
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